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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Mosr of your readers, I have no 
doubt, will feelinterested in whatever 
relates to So eminent a man, end so 
great an ornament of the church of 
Christ, as the late Dean of Carlisle. 
Having had an opportunity of confer- 
ring with him at large, on several 
very important subjects in theology, 
and having at the time taken notes of 
what passed in conversation, I am 
enabled to furnish you with some 
additional relics of that great man. 
Should you deem them proper to ap- 
pear in your publication, as a kind of 
supplement to the general account of 
him which you have already inserted, 
they are entirely at yourservice. The 
observations of my departed friend, 
which I now submit to you, respect 
the following subjects. 

First, The Baptismal Controversy. 

Second, The Hely Trinity. 

Third, The General Confession of 
our Church. 

I shall proceed with them in the 
order in which they stand. 

First, The Baptismal Controversy. 

The Dean of Carlisle’s opinion on 
this subject was noticed in your last 
Number. It may here be added, that 
he gave it as his deliberate judgment, 
that the following passage in the Cate- 
chism was quite conclusive against 
the main statements of Dr. Mant. 

‘What is required of persons to 
be baptized ? 
_ “Repentance, whereby they forsake 
sin; and faith,whereby they steadfastly 

Christ. Obsery. No. 222. 


believe the promises of God made to 
them in that sacrament, 

‘* Why then are infants baptized, 
when by reason of their tender age 
they cannot perform them? 

*« Because they promise them both 
by their sureties; which promise, 
when they come to age, themselves 
are bound to perform.” 

The Dean remarked, there was 
here clearly an hypothesis, a pledge, 
a charitable assumption of repentance 
and faith on the part of the infant: on 
this assumption the language of the 
office proceeded; and on its being 
realized, when the child should be of 
due age, the blessings of the sacra- 
ment itself were suspended. 

On the language of our church, in 
her baptismal offices, we have the fol- 
lowing weighty remarks, ascribed to 
‘6a learned friend,” in Mr. J. Scott’s 
last work, in reply to Dr. Laurence, 
but which there can now be no indeli- 
cacy inavowing to have been from the 
pen of the late Dean of Carlisle. 

« T conceive that in believing adults 
the substance of regeneration has ac- 
tually taken place before baptism ; 
but as the new-birth is said to be both 
of water and of the Spirit, it may be 
too much to say that it is complete 
without water—that is, without bap- 
tism. Andthis would be true, even 
if baptism were observed merely be- 
cause it is an ordinance of Christ, 
But, besides this, the Holy Spirit 
blesses the due performance of the 
ordinance, and increases grace in it. 

‘‘ At first, the business of baptism 
was necessarily with adults, for the 
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most part. Of course there were 
repentance and faith, at leasi, suppos- 
ed to exis! ; and then baptism closed 
the initiation; and, being as it were 
the seal, it came to be called Regene- 
ration,because without it the initiation 
could not be complete. 

“ Originally regeneration implied 
refientance, faith, and bufitism: when 
transferred to infants the name was 
continued, though two of the ing:e- 
dients were dropped, or necessarily 
excluded.” 

Dr. Milner was much grieved at 
the dogmatical manner in which the 
controversy bad been handied, and at 
the hardy assertions made, that there 
could be no doubt on the meaning of 
the Church of England with regard 
to it. The fact was, he said, that the 
doctrine of the grace of the sacrament 
had always been a question of great 
difficuity, and more especially in this 
very matter of infant baptism, where 
controversialists now uffirmed there 
was none at al]. The Dean had, at 
one time, nearly determined to write 
upon the subject, and was actually 
beginning to collect the chief publica- 
tions which had appeared. But his 
increasing infirmity of health proba- 
bly prevented the execution of this, 
as well as of many other excellent 
designs. He, however, on several 
occasions, expressed his sentiments 
to me very strongly on the general 
question. He thought that those who 
opposed Dr. Mant’s statements had 
not spoken out with sufficient distinct- 
ness; for to him it appeared most 
grievous, that a minister of our Pro. 
testant church should thus be permit. 
ted, for the first time, to bro.ch, as 
the Dean conceived, popish senti- 
ments on so vital a point, and to do 
this in a manner the most positive, 
and without any charitableness of con- 
struction for those who differed from 
him in opinion. He was decidedly 
of opinion, that whatever difficulties 
Might exist in ascertaining the exact 
benefits accompanying baptism, we 
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ought boldly and unshrinkingly to 
designate, by the the term regenera. 
tion, the inward change and conver. 
sion of the heart to God, by whatever 
means it might be effecied, and to 
address those as umregenerate who 
were evidently without any spiritual 
life. This, he apprehended, had beep 
uniformly the language of all our 
greatest divines from the time of the 
Reformation. Thc Dean rejoiced in 
the important changes which were 
introduced into Dr. Mant’s tract on 
this subject, by the Society for pro- 
moting Christiai: Knowledge ; for by 
these (although he considered that 
the tract remained stll in many ree 
spects very objectionable,) in point 
of argument, the chief matter in dis- 
pute was conceded. In short, the 
Dean regarded the whole discussion 
as of VITAL IMPORTANCE and as in 
effect involving the grand distinctions 
between coid and languid formality, 
and really spiritual religion. 

In adducing the above brief but 
weighty testimony of my venerable 
friend on this question, permit me to 
add, that in my opinion the more the 
two observations of the Dean, which 
begin this statement, are weighed, the 
more solid and Conclusive will they be 
found. They seem to comprise in a 
few words the nucleus of the contro- 
versy. If in connexion with these 
observations, we take a calm review 
of the Twenty-fifth and Twenty- 
seventh Articles, little more will be 
necessary, in order to arrive at a sound 
practical determination respecting 
the real views of the church. But, 
besides this, let it not be forgotten, 
that the doctrine, thus gathered from 
a fair consideration of the whole of 
the formularies of our church, is con- 
firmed,beyond all contradiction,by the 
uniform language of that Sacred Book 
on which our church is built, and to 
which the ultimate appeal on this and 
on every theological question, must 
be made. : 

Perhaps in the conduct of this dis- 
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cussion, it has not been sufficiently 
remembered, that the testimony of 
Scripture is the great point to be at- 
tended to. For no one will deny that 
in a Protestant church, if any doctri- 
nal statement should appear to be of 
doubiful meaning, it is to be Construe 
ed not in che manner that Is most 
opposed to the Scriptures, but in the 
way which is most agreeable to their 
general scope and tenor, Any at- 
tempt, therefore, to set aside the plain 
evidence of holy Scripture, on this 
question, is not to be admitted for a 
moment. There is no one tenet of 
our church which might not be fatally 
misrepresented if the language of our 
formularies may be first separated 
from Scripture, and then interpreted 
alter a popish, rather than a Protes- 
tant model. 

Il. Lhe Holy Trinity, 

Onthe mystery of the Holy Trinity, 
the Dean indulged me with a long 
conversation, which was begun in the 
year 1813, and, being then Interrupt- 
ed, was resumed at the close of the 
year 1817. I will endeavour to give 
the substance of it. 

“ {| have thought again and again,” 
said Dr. Milner, ** for hours at a time, 
on the objections raised by those whe 
call themselves rational Christians 
against the doctrine of the Holy Tri- 
nity, and L am convinced there is 
nothing solid in what they say. They 
use a multitude of words, and bring 
forth what they call arguments, but 
these have no weight. If we once 
admit the inspiration of the holy 
Scriptures, that is sufficient ; nothing 
more can be said. All we contend 
for is, for the natural, and logical, and 
necessary interpretation of the lan- 
guage of Scripture. We have noth- 
ing te do with the declarations of 
ocripture, but to submit to them as 
coming from Almighty God. Now 
With respect to this doctrine, we never 
assert that the sacred Persons of the 
Holy Trinity are three and one in the 
Same sense, but that they are repre. 
sented to us in Scripture as three in 
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one sense, and as one in another. 
And nothing more clearly she ws that 
we are right in our peneral nouons of 
this doctrine, than that the simple 
language of the Bible serves to ex- 
press What we meat, whilst this lan- 
guage does not sult, and therefore is 
not ordinarily empicyed by, our oppo- 
nents. We want, and in Common cases 
(in our sermonsand practical writings 
for instance) we use, no other terms 
than the very terms of holy Scriniure, 
If we add any other terms, it is in our 
formularies of faith, to guard against 
the perversion of Scripture by our 
adversaries; but when we speak natu- 
rally and unaffectedly in the instruc- 
tion of our people, our ideas flow 
spontaneously in the very words of 
the Bible. Whereas, read the writ- 
ings—the most practical writings, 
where men speak most honestly their 
meaning——of those who deny the Holy 
Trinity, and nothing can be so unlike 
the language of Scripture ; you fiad 
nothing of the terms and statements 
of the Bible. Now this test to a plain 
man is decisive. 

‘The Socinians talk a great deal 
about Unity, as if nothing could be so 
clear as the idea of it, when applied 
to the Deity ; and as if, when hey 
had shewn that we speak of three 
characters, or persons, in the Supreme 
Being, we were convicted of a plain 
contradiction. Whereas the truth is, 
the idea of Unity or Oneness has al- 
most always an obscurity init. And 
if it is so as to human affairs, how 
much more may this be expected 
when we speek of Almighty God? 
We talk of Unity, but what do we 
mean? Even the clods of the valley 
are only kept together by Divine 
power. We get at simple ideas by 
abstracting from complex ones: as 
for the causes of things, we know 
nothing of them in any cuse ; and he 
is said to know most of a thing, as of 
rold, who knows mos! of its proper. 
ties. Now so long as an idea is com. 
plex, and you Can separate it Into its 
constituent parts, you may talk sensi- 
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bly and intelligibly upon it : but when 
you Come to a simple uncompounded 
idea, the mind is stopped, and you 
Immediately find the difficulty of con- 
ceiving of oneness. Take a case.— 
T here is a sense in which the whole 
human race is oNE in Adam, as the 
federal head of creation, owing to an 
original constitution of Almighty 
God. Pursue thisthought. In what 
does this oneness consist? There 
may be some of the matter of Adam’s 
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Scripture : we do not pretend to un- 
derstand the manner of their exist- 
ence, or to explain the difficulties 
attending their admission. 

“ Nor is there any real weight in 
the objection raised against the terms, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as ap- 
plied to the sacred persons of the 
Go:ihead. We do not assert that 
these terms are used in the same 
way as in ordinary cases ; we assert 
only that the Supreme Being is thus 


represented to us in holy Scripture, 
and that therefore this is perhaps the 
only, and certainly the most proper, 
way, by which human beings could 
come nearest to the truth, as to the 
Divine Nature. ‘To call one Divine 
Person Father, and the other Son, we 
may therefore be assured, comes 
nearer to the truth and real nature of 


body in each of our bodies even now. 
Is this a partof the ground of union? 
The diffusion of Adam’s body, by 
such a supposition, is nothing like so 
great as the diffusion of the particles 
of light from a single candle burning 
on the top of St. Paul’scatnedral. A 
first grain of wheat diffases itself 
through every grain, in every future 
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is enough; for we know nothing of 
these high matters, except what God 
reveals tous. All ideas of Polytheism 
must, however, be carefully and reli- 
giously excluded from our minds, as 
well as all the low, and earthly, and 
contracted notions which we have of 


marks too strictly, in what we say of 
the Deity. But itis enough to repel 
the objections of our opponents, and 
to satisfy us thatthere may bea thou- 
sand ways, utterly inconceivable by 
man, in which the Unity of the Divine 
Being may consist with a Trinity of 
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variety of other things, constituting a 
sort of connexion which unites them, 
though it be inexplicable in its cause. 
Whether any thoughts of this kind. 
may assist us, when applied with re- 
verence to the supreme and eternal 
God, I will not say. Possibly the Son 
is called the only-begotten Son of the 
Father, from a similarity and peculiar- 
ity which make these terms the most 
proper, as indicating the nearest ap- 
proach we are capable of making to the 
reality of the case. But it is not ne- 
cessary to form such an hypothesis: 


obscurity in it to our understandings 
in the most ordinary cases, and that 
therefore it is no fair objection to the 
doctrine of the Trinity, that there is 
an obscurity in it, when applied to 
the supreme and incomprehensible 
God. In short, all that is advanced 
by the Socinians, on this point, seems 
to me absurd. We hold the Unity 
of the Deity as strongly as they do; 
and what we believe, respecting the 
plurality of persons, is not so held as 
:o be inconsistent with this. We be 

iteve the facts, on the authority of 
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it is enough that Scripture employs 
these terms for us to believe that 
they are the best in which the mat- 
ter could be described. There are 
many properties of Father and Son 
which may existin an incomprehen- 
sibly glorious way in the Supreme 
Being, though we Cannot exactly 
conceive of them. Possibly we may 
go so far as to say, that every thing 
essential in them may be similar and 
alike, whilst there are yet some un- 
essential differences. The sacred 
Persons in the Deity possibly agree 
in a way something like the agree- 
ments between Father and Son, and 
differ ina way something like the dif- 
ferences of Father and Son. Possi- 
bly they may be One in somewhat 
of the way in which Father and Son 
agree ; and Three in somewhat of 
the way in which they differ. All 
All these things, however, must be 
taken in a transcendent sense. We 
must keep clear of dividing the sub- 
stance of the one blessed God, as 
well as of coniounding the three 
Divine Persons of the Deity. Re- 
marks of the same kind might be 
made on the term Holy Ghost. We 
might observe here also, that the 
term gives us the nearest idea to the 
real truth of the case, of which we 
are capable. But I abstain. All I 
have said only goesthus far, to silence 
an objector ; just as what I said be- 
fore about our ideas of Unity. Such 
remarks as these are good against 
arguments pretended to be derived 
from a contradiction in the doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity. There is in 
this doctrine nothing of contradic- 
tion : the whole matter is above our 
reason. And when men would con- 
fuse the minds of the half-learned 
with what they call clear ideas about 
Oneness, and with charges of con- 
tradiction, it is well to shew them 
what an irrational course they are 
pursuing. 

“Further, we must always remem- 
ber, that the doctrine of the Holy 
lrinity is inseparably connected with 
that of Redemption, which demands 
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correspondent acts of affection, faith, 
trust, fear, gratitude, worship, obe- 
dience, towards the several persons 
of the Godhead. The acts and ha- 
bits of mind required toward Jesus 
Christ, and towards the Holy Spirit, 
are essential to every siep of the 
Christian life. The doctrine, there- 
fore, is intimately mingled up with 
the whole Bible. If any one should 
begin with the separate texts of 
Scripture, and exercise those tem- 
pers of mind towards the Son and 
the Spirit, which each passage de- 
mands, he would adopt substantially 
the doctrine of the Trinity ; whilst, 
on the other hand, if any one should 
first be instructed catechetically in 
the doctrine, he would, in like man- 
ner, be prepared for the correspon- 
dent affections and duties as he found 
them afterwards declared in the Bi- 
ble ; acircumstance which seems to 
confirm, beyond all doubt, this great 
verity of our faith. Nothing, there- 
fore, can be more dangerous to our 
Salvation, nor more presumptuous 
and rebellious against Almighty God, 
than to take the course which the 
Socinians do, and deny the doctrine 
itself. For what followsnext? They 
deny the doctrines of original sin, 
the atonement, the influences of the 
Holy Ghost, justification by faith, 
regeneration, the existence of evil 
Spirits, &c. ; that is, they deny all 
those doctrines which are intimately 
linked with, and dependent upon, the 
doctrine of the Trinity ; and thus, 
in fact, CONFIRM to every humble 
Christian, the truth of that doctrine, 
by shewing that those others, which 
are so indubitably revealed in Scrip- 
ture, are, even in the judgment of 
our opponents, so inseparably con- 
nected with it, that they must stand 
or fa]l together. All this mischief 
springs from a wrong state of mind. 
It is infidelity—a disbelief of the 
Bible—an admission of Christianity 
generally, and then a denial of all 
those things in which Christianity 
consists.” 

Such were some of the observa- 
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tions of this great divine, on a sub- 


ject of such fundamental moment. 


They are calculated to strengthen 
the minds of those who may have 
been harrassed with objections on 
this question; as they shew one of 
the first men of his age, in reach of 
understanding and acuteness of in- 
tellect, bowing with humble submis. 
sion to the explicit janguage of Di- 
vine Revelation. The comtort they 
afforded me at the time has induced 
me to give the best account I could 
of the Dean’s conversation; though, 
after all, it affords a very inadequate 
view of the light which he threw on 
the subject. 

Ill. Zhe General Confession of our 
Church. 

Tne following is the substance of 
the Dean’s remarks on the subject 
of the General Confession. 

“ | have lone considered the short 
and admirable confession at the open- 
ing of the church service, as an epi- 
tome of the Gospel. Observe tie 
order of the several clauses, and 
how much they comprehend. 

‘We begin by confessing to our 
Almighty and most mercilul Father, 
that we have erred and strayed from 
his ways like lost sheep. Now a 
lost sheep is the most helpless crea- 
ture In the world. Other animals 
will, somebow or other, find their 
way again. <A dog, a horse, a bird, 
or even acow, will regain its home ; 
but a sheep, when lost, has no idea 
of making out its way, and it must 
certainly perish: unless some one 
seek it out, itis lost indeed. This 
is the first step in the Confession. 

«* But it may be asked, how it has 
happened that we, the creatures of 
the blessed God, should be in this 
deplorable situation. We were 
created holy and happy beings; we 
were made in the image of our Maker. 
The cause is this, ‘ We have fol- 
Jowed too much the vices and desires 
of our own hearts.’ This was the 
origin of our misery. 

‘ But Jest we should excuse our- 
selves for having done so, or think 
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there is little harm in it, another 
clause succeeds ; * We have offend. 
ed against thy holy laws ; we have 
left undone those things which we 
ought to have done, and we have 
done those things which we ought 
not to have done.’ Here the guilt 
is charged upon ourselves, we ac. 
knowledge that we ourselves have 
been to blame. We are taught, as it 
were, to say, * Thou, O blessed Lord, 
wert not the author of our lost con- 
dition. The laws Thou gavest us 
were holy, end thy commandments 
just and good ; but we have offend. 
ed against thy holy laws; we have 
not done what we ought to have 
done. The fault is entirely our own.’ 

*“ And mark what follows, in order 
to prevent our fancying, that, not- 
Withstanding this evil conduct of 
ours, there may be some good in us, 
that the disease may not be fatal, that 
it may not be a total corruption. 
‘There is No health in us.’ ¢ The 
whole hesd is sick, and the whole 
heart faint? as the prophet Isaiah 
speaks Weare altogether corrupt; 
we are unsound at the core; and 
from such a creature no good can 
proceed, 

*“ What then is to be done? We 
are cut off from every hope in our- 
selves. Whither can we turn? Is 
there any one who will seek and 
save that which is Jost ? Our appeal, 
in these desperate circumstances, Is 
simply to the mercy of God: ‘ But 
thou, O Lord, have mercy upon US, 
miserable offenders.” Here ts our 
only hope. We pray for mercy ; 
but we pray for it in a particular 
manner, as appears from the follow- 
ing words, ‘Spare thou them, O 
God, which confess their faults ;'— 
not those who think they have no 
fauits, but those who are sensible of 
them. The mercy of God has res- 
pect to the character, the state 0 
mind, of the party who seeks it. It 
is not indiscriminate mercy, but 15 
exercised in a manner agreeable to 
the Divine holiness. I often think 
what a special mercy it is that the 
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case of David has been recorded. It 
shews us, that the most wicked man 
may be forgiven; but then it also 
shews us What @ repentance is re- 
quisite to that forgivness. I suppose 

never was there keener anguish of 
goul, more bitter sufferings on ac- 
count of sin, more restless compunc- 
tion than David’s. See the depth of 
his sorrow in Psalms vi., xxii., xxx., 
XXXI., XXXViil., XXXIX., li., Ixix., 
Ixxvii., IxxxVIil., Cli. Some of these 
may indeed have had * prophetic re- 
ference to Him whose sorrow was not 
like any man’s sorrow; but they still 
expressed David’s feelings in the 
firse instance. These his mourn- 
ings of spirit seem to have been 
handed down to us by the provi- 
dence of God, to afford to all suc- 
ceeding generations an affecting ex- 
ample of the genuine penitence of 
a grievous sinner; and to prevent 
any Who so repent from despairing 
of mercy. They who mourn like 

David, shall like David be forgiven. 

Of him, as of St. Paul, it may be 

said, ‘ That for this cause he obtain- 

ed mercy, that he might be a pattern 

tothem who should hereafter believe.’ 

Peace, indeed, none can give to a bur- 

dened conscience, but Almighty God. 

He alone can communicate a sense 

of pardon. We may encourage a 

person, and believe he is forgiven, 

and assure him that he is entitled to 

comfort; and yet it may be all in 

vain. Our Lord says, ‘ My peace I 

give unto you.” He must speak 

peace to the heart, or the penitent 

sinner will have no consolation. If, 

however, any person can from the 

heart follow David in his strains of 
penitence, he shall at last also join 

him in his songs of praise. 

“The Confession proceeds: ‘ Re- 
store thou them that are penitent ;’ 
ot only have mercy, and spare, and 
pardon, but restore. This is as 
much as to say, * Bring me back, 
blessed Lord, to the holy and happy 
state in which I was created, and 
renew thine image in my _ soul. 
Not only wipe away my heavy debt, 
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but restore me to thy favour and 
love, and prevent, by the implanta- 
tion of a new principle, my falling 
into sin again.’ 

«+ And what is our plea for asking 
this iwofold blessing of forgiveness 
and sanctificatiun? Not on account 
of any amendment of our lives 
(‘hough at the same time we must 
amend them,) nor for any yood 
works of ours, but, ‘according to 
thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus, our Lord.’ It is 
only for the soke of what Christ has 
done and suffered for sinners that 
we implore these blessings. This 
is all our plea. 

ts We see, lastly, in the Confes- 
sion, what is to be the result of this 
mercy and grace of God: ‘ And 
grant, O most merciful Father, for 
his sake, that we may hereafter hive 
a godly, righteous, and sober life ;’— 
that is, Grant that our lives may tes 
tify our gratitude ;—and this not for 
our own honour or credit, but ‘tothe 
glory of thy holy Name.’ 

“ Here we should inquire what 
are the fruits of a godly, righteous, 
and sober life. Certainly the exem- 
plary fulfilment of every relative 
duty is included, whether that of a 
father, a child, a husband, or a mas- 
ter; and the business of our several 
stations must be faithfully and dili- 
gently performed. But even the 
teachers of philosophy among the 
heathens demanded something of 
this: vAey treated of the Offices of 
life. Christianity produces all this, 
but it also requires and produces 
much higher fruit—fruit indeed 
whose richest clusters are often veil- 
ed from human sight, and are seen 
by none but God. The tears of re. 
pentance, the breathings of devout 
gratitude and love to the Saviour, 
and the inward contest which is 
maintained by every Christian mind 
(the new principle struggling against 
the old;) these are things of 
which the world sees little, but 
they constitute the interior of re- 
ligion ; and, in connexion with holy 
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tempers and an obedient conduct, 
form those appropriate fruits of faith, 
by which it may as certainly be 
known, as a tree is discerned by its 
fruits. And if [ wished to ascertain 
the sincerity of any man’s religion, 
I would appeal to these tests. Be- 
sides referring to his outward course 
of conduct, I would ask him, Are 
you conscious of an internal warfare ; 
and upon examination, day by day, 
do you find the new principle of ho- 
liness gaining ground within you? 
Are you making progress against 
your corruptions? Are your spiri- 
tual graces (your faith, your love, 
your humility, your deadness to the 
world, your devotedness to God) be- 
coming stronger and brighter? For 
these are the sure marks of inward 
piety, as it respects either ourselves 
or others, and make up a most es- 


sential and indispensable part of a_ 


govily life. 

‘ And it is further to be observed, 
that, in this part of the Confession, 
there is a clear line of distinction 
made between our suing for pardon, 
and the holy fruits of obedience. 
They are not mingled together as 
the common divinity now in vogue 
attempts to mingle them. It is not 
said, ‘Have mercy upon us, O Lord, 
because we are endeavouring to live 
a godly, righteous, and sober life.’ 
But, ‘have mercy upon us, according 
to thy fromises declared unto man- 
kind in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ 
This we are taught first to implore. 
We must come as miserable sinners 
and confess our grievous sins, and 
beg for God to have mercy on us, 
and spare, and restore us, through 
his mere goodness and grace in 
Christ Jesus. And then, we must 
beg for strength that we may here- 
after live a holy life. We are not 
pardoned because we have feared 
and obeyed God, but being first par. 
doned by his free mercy, we then are 
hereafter to live a godly life to the 
glory of his holy Name. Indeed, the 
whole Confession is in direct contrast 
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to the confessions which many now. 
a-days would teach us to make. Only 
hear their sermons, and their way of 
describing repentance and the doc. 
trine of justification, and you will 
soon perceive how far they are from 
the true spirit of the Reformers, 
The confession they would make be. 
fore Almighty God would be of some 
failings and infirmities only—not of 
having wandered from God as lost 
sheep. They would acknowledge 
generally that they had yielded to 
maoy temptations and follies—not 
that they had followed the devices 
and desires of their own hearts, and 
that there was no health in them, 
They would plead their obedience 
and fulfiiment of the Christian co- 
venant for becoming entitled to par- 
don through the merits of Christ— 
not confess themselves miserable 
offenders and plead God’s mercy 
only in Christ Jesus. They would 
make their good living the cause and 
meritorious condition of forgiveness 
—not the fruit and evidence of that 
forgiveness. 

‘¢ Thus this short prayer to my 
mind is a summary of religion. It 
guards us against a proud and self- 
sufficient spirit, and lays us really 
low before God as sinners ; and yet; 
on the other hand, it leaves out all 
niceties and abstruse speculations, 
and keeps to the simple broad truths 
and statements of Scripture. I have 
frequently brought forward this mat- 
ter to persons who were prejudiced 
against the true views of religion, 
and I never met one who could 
answer the plain solid argument 
drawn from this confession of our 
church.” 

It may perhaps be interesting 
to the readers of the above re- 
marks, to know that the Dean 
has bequeathed his own papers '¢- 
lating to religion, to his nephew, 
the Rev. Joseph Milner, and the 
papers in the hand-writing of his 
late brother, to the Rev. Mr. Faw: 
cett of Carlisle, with a direction lo 
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him to use them in the way which of works in part—and that the merits 
he may think most conducive “tothe and mediation of Christ are to supply 
glory of God, and the goed of man- (to those works) what conscience 
kind.” ' testifies to be defiled and defective. 

Ifthis be the fair construction of 
the passage, I would maintain that 
It is not the doctrine of the Church 
of England 

The correctness of the interpre- 
tation, however, seems to rest upon 
this point; namely, Mr. Burrow’s 
real meaning by the word * accef- 
tance.” Your correspondent will 
do me the justice to admit, that in 
my quotation I gave the whole pas- 
sage, beginning with the “ salvation 
purchased by the blood of the 
Limb.” Yet when Mr. Burrow 
proceeds to speak of the ground of 
his hope for future blessedness— 
when he alludes to ‘ the main an- 
chor of his soul”—he refers from 
this to his own endeavours (that is, 
works or deservings,) if they be 
sincere, and founded on the proper 
motive, &c, &c.—** These my en- 
deavours,”? says he, **to perform 
those conditions upon which the 
provisional promise of eternal hap- 
piness depends, however imperfect 
[I transpose the context,] will meet 
with accefitance through the medi- 
ation of Jesus Christ, if they be sin- 
cere, &c. kc.” 

I would here remark, that I am 
not discussing the point of our im- 
ferfect works being graciously accep- 
ted—being pleasing and acceptable 
to God in Christ, as our Article 
expresses it: but I would clearly 
and unequivocally contend, that these 
our endeavours to please God, even 
if sincere, cannot have any part or 
share whatever in OUR  ACCEp- 
TANCE, by which I mean our frardon 
—our justification—our being, either 
now or hereafter, accounted righteous 
in the sight of God—and entitled to 


—— a 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Want of time and bodily indispo- 
sition compel me to a hasty reply, 
in noticing the observations of your 
correspondent P. (contained in yeur 
April Number,) in reference to my 
Letter to his Grace the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, on the subject of cer- 
tain Doctrines of our Church term. 
ed Evangelical. 

I would respectfully assure him, 
that it waS my most earnest wish 
and endeavour, in commenting upon 
the sentiments of Mr. Burrow, not 
only to give a * literal.”’ buta “ liber- 
beral’” and Candid representation of 
his doctrine ; and [| would appeal 
on this point to the doubts which 
I then expressed, and with sincerity, 
whether I Aad interpreted his ex 
pressions aright or not. 

Whoever reads Mr. Burrow’s 
own words, will, I think, be struck 
with their obscurity, as tothe ground 
of our justification before God ; and 
I bee leave to assure your correspon- 
dent, that if it had been mere mat- 
ter of criticism whether the sen- 
tence might be better expressed, 7 
should not have ventured upon the 
office of a critic. Theforce ef my 
humble abilities was directed to 
what appeared to me fundamental 
errorsin doctrine—-actual dissent from 
the articles of the Church of England. 

Ona review of the passage, I am 
stll constrained to say, that I can- 
hot put any other meaning upon it 
than this ; namely, that Mr. Burrow 
expresses his firm reliance for jus- 
fication before God “in the great 
day of account,” upon his own en- 


deavours, his own good works (de- he bi ' e ~~ 
fective—that is. sinfulmas he feels ‘he blessedness of eternal lite. 


them to be,) being mercifully ac- Our pardon, our acceptance, our 


. . cé ‘ } ¢ ” ta 
cefted through the mediation of  ™#!? gee ites ogee ape 
Christ. In other words, that he contained in the Kieventh Article of 


. . . ‘6 g 
regards himself under the cpyenant our church; namtly, ‘ We are ac 
Christ. Ovsery, No. 222. 3B 
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counted righteous. before God only 
for the merits of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by faith, and nor For ouR 
OWN WORKS OR DESERVINGS.” 

Your correspondent regards Mr. 
Burrow’s sentiments as in unison 
with the Article of our church or 
Good Works; yet he will, I am 
sure, readily perceive that these 
works are not said to procure OUR 
ACCEPTANCE : onthe contrary, they 
are declared incapable of enduring 
the severity of God’s judgment— 
that is, his inflexible justice and un- 
sullied holiness. Neither are we said 
to be accepted by these our works 
being rendered available through the 
mediation of Christ. The expres- 
sion is, * Yet are ¢hey (that is, the 
works) pleasing and acceptable to 
God io Christ.” 1 must leave your 
readers to decide whether P.’s state- 
ment or mine is correct ; but [ think 
it will appear evident, that if such 
very opposite canciusions can be 
fyirly drawn from the language in 
question, “the delicacy which can 
hardly brook that the term Good 
Works should standin the same sen- 
tence with the term [aith,’?) which 
your correspondent regards as so 
‘‘ dangerous,”’ wiil prove a very great 
saferuard. At least, when we see 
the blood of the Lamb and our own 
works so obscurely blended together, 
that it is not easy to say whether the 


author relies solely on the merits of 


Christ, or fiartly also on his own 
works or deservings,—that it Is bard 
to say Whether he means /is own ac- 
cefiiance and justitication, or merely 
God’s gracious acccfitance of those 
good works which proceed from a 
justified and pardoned sinner—it ap- 
pears the duty of a member of that 
church, whose peculiar doctrine is 
JUSTIFICATION BY THE MERITS OF 
CHRIST ONLY, to use his efforts, 
however feeble, to point out the dan- 
eer of the heresy so likely to be In- 
sinuated into the minds of the un- 
warv, so congenial with the natural] 
nyide of our bearts, which anxiously 
*esire to find something in us worthy 
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of acceptance, forgetting that in the 
Lord alone have we righteousness 
and strength—that * we do not pre. 
sume to come” to him * trusting in 
our own righteousness”’—that “ we 
are not woriby so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under his table’— 
that our desire is ‘“*so to eat the 
flesh of his dear Son, and to drink 
his biood”’—that * our sinful bodies 
may be made clean by Avs body, and 
our souls washed through his most 
precious blood, and that we may ev- 
ermore dwell in bim and he In us,”* 

I would assure your correspon- 
dent, that if he interprets my remarks 
as designed to make light of a sober, 
righteous, and godly life, he misun- 
derstands me. 1 will go any lengths 
with him on this point, if he will agree 
with me in renouncing (after all we 
may have done or can do) every par- 
ticle of merit, every secret thought 
of our becoming thereby entitled to 
eternal life. I will nsost unequivo- 
cally admit with him, that faith with. 
out works is dead ; that In vain we 
profess ourselves disciples of Christ, 
unless we /ove him and obey his 
commands, and in our hearts and 
lives seek to live to His glory who 
died for us. | 

If, however, your correspondent 
can sympathize with me, in lament: 
ing that natural pronencss to cleave 
to our own works (as some depend: 
ance for obtaining the favour and ac- 
ceptance of Almighty God) which 
continually and secretly insinuates 
itself{—or rather which springs from 
our very corrupt nature-——he will be 
as anxious to preserve that “ delica- 
cy,” as to our expressions concer: 
ing faith and works, which | cannot 
but deem of the highest importance 
to the Church of England, tn order 
to preserve unimpaired her scriptu- 
ral doctrine of pardon and justifica- 
tion OnLy by the blood and righteous: 
ness of a crucified Saviour. 

And here 1 would remark, that 
whether | am right or wrong as!0 

* Administration of the Sacrament of tl¢ 
Lord’s Supper. 
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Mr. Burrow’s sentiments, the er- 
roneous doctrine itself of justifica- 
tion partly by Christ, and partly by 
our own works, is perhaps a more 
prevalent error amongst church. 
men than your correspondent P. is 
aware of. 

I have read a Sermon preached a 
short time since by an exalted divine 
(printed at the request of the nu- 
merous Congregation On a very pub- 
lic and important occasion,) wherein 
this heresy is decidedly maintained ; 
namely, the merits of Christ procure 
our restoration to a cafiacity for being 
saved (that is, restore us to the Co. 
venant of works,) and that our own 
good works Complete the title to 
eternal salvation. 

It is likewise a melancholy fact, 
that, from another exalted divine, 
this dissent from the doctrine of the 
Church of England is plainly set 
forth to the candidates for ordination 
as the view which they are required 
io take of the two Articles on Faith 
and Works, and without which they 
will be refused admission to the sa- 
cred office. 

Let us suppose a minister who 
has subscribed (for he is required to 
subscribe with his own hand) to such 
uh opinion ; Namely, that our /#réma- 
ry justification is obtained by Christ, 
and our u/timate justification by our 
own good works; I say, let us sup- 
pose such a one to subscribe after- 
wards to the declaration, “That we 


_ are accounted righteous before God 
| only for the merits of our Lord Je- 
> sus Christ, and not for our own works 
or deservings.” 
| Teasonings can he reconcile to his 
conscience the palpable contradic. 
/uon? Can the words, “accounted 


With what false 


'ighteousy” by any sophistry, be ex- 
so as not to mean 


secrets of all hearts shall be reveal- 


-¢d? Canthe ‘ works or deservings”’ 


™ , i 
‘ere spoken of, as nor being the 


)Stound of our acceptance, mean any 
“other works than those which are 
: r) nel fe o o. 9 
pry cuced even by Saith 722 Christ ? 
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For, what good works and deserv- 
ings does our church say can be 
done defore justification? Nowe. 
(See the Article on Works done 
before the Grace of Christ.) 

Your correspondent seems to re- 
gard the words of our Lord, “If 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments,” as conveying the 
meaning, that upon our keeping or 
not keeping them depends our title 
to eternal salvation. Now if this be 
the meaning, where is the comfort 
which could be offered toa trembling, 
guilty, dying creature? “If this be 
the title,” he would say, “then am I 
lost for ever, for | have continually 
erred and strayed from God’s ways 
like a lost sheep.” 

The divine just alluded to, and 
whose view on this subject coin- 
cides with that of your correspon. 
dent, regards the person addressed 
as a believer : but have we not evi- 
dent proof of his being an unbeliever ? 
If he had really come to Christ as 
a believer, desiring to be instructed 
more clearly in the way of salvation, 
and anxious to glorify God in his 
lite and practice, would he have 
turned his back upon that Saviour 
—upon that Teacher in whom he 
relied? 

Now if he was an_ unbeliever, 
your correspondent P. must admit 
he could not keep God’s command- 
ments (see Article on Works before 
Justification.) What then appears 
to be the real meaning of the ad- 
dress? Does he not appear to have 
been one who imagined that he had 
kept al! God’s commandments (“all 
these have I kept from my youth 
up;’) and perhaps lie was outward- 
ly decent and strictly regular d:fore 
men ¢ but does he not appear to have 
some doubt whether God would ac. 
cept him: and if he came to Christ 
with this view—namely, to satisfy 
himself that he was righteous and 
would be accepted for dis own 


works or deservings-—does it not shew 


that, instead of submitting himseit 
to the righteousness ef Ged, he was 










































Sembee 5 wee an a a | 





a» 

\ 

5 

| 

gia 

re 

4 
f 


a - >? . 7 - ‘ 
a a alt ln, Me ap se ae 
. 
. r - a 





372 On Justification by Faith, in Refily to P. [June, 


seeking to establish his own right- 
cousness ; that he was striving to be 
justified by the works of the law. 
‘6 What lack I yer?” 

When our Lord, then, addressed 
him, was it not his object fo convince 
him of having transgressed that law 
by which he was expecting to be 
justified? And when, alter naming 
some of the commandments (for they 
are not ali enumerated,) he is still 
boasting and confident that he is not 
a transgressor, our Lord brings him 
to a test which he cannot stand: 
Give up those earthly treasures to 
which your heart is enslaved; obey 
my commands by giving to the poor ; 
come follow me, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven. What was the 
result? He «ent away sorrowful, 
for he had great possessions. That 
is, so far from actually keeping God’s 
commands as he vainly flattered him- 
self, he bad not even the desire in 
his heart to obey bis God, and follow 
that Saviour in whom he professed to 
rely for instruction in the way of sal- 
vation. ‘ His heart was after his 
idols.” 

Can we then call] this man a be- 
liever? Can we so interpret our 
LLord’s words, as to conclude that 
this man had only to cbey a few more 
commands and then to be pertectly 
entided to everlasting life? And yet 
is not this substantially the doctrine 
in question; namely, that of a prima- 
ry jusufication by Christ, and an ulul- 
mate justification by our own works? 

And now, to lay aside contro- 
versy—for we may contend for in- 
disputable truths, and yet they may 
be but empty barren speculations 
on cither side—let me entreat your 
readers to remember that justifica- 
tion by the merits of Christ alone, 
without Ourown works or deservings, 
is a doctrine of the 4eart: it implies 
a conviction that by our own deeds, 
by the deeds of tue law, shall no 
fiesh be justified in the sight of 
God; that by the Law is_ the 
knowledge of sin. It implies a 
iieart broken and contrite under a 


sense of our unworthiness, before a 
holy and righteous Judge, with a 
thankful remembrance of the suf. 
ferings and death of Christ, and of 
his inexpressible love to our fallen 
race. It implies not merely an ab- 
borrence of any particular outward 
act of sin, which may disgrace the 
profligate, but also a serious and 
irreconcileable enmity and warfare 
with those corrupt lusts and affec. 
tions which are unseen by man, 
which work in the secrets of the 
heart, and are opposed to the holy 
will of Him who knows our in- 
most thoughts. 

In addition to a solemn renunci- 
ation of our Claim to legal holiness 
and justification by the law: it im- 
plies an abiding sense of our utter 
inability even to keep steadfast in 
evangelical holiness without the grace 
of Godthrough Jesus Christ, * With- 
out me” (in the margin * severed 
Jrom me,” that is, like a branch cut 
off from the vine) “ye can do 
nothing.” It implies such a love 
of real holiness in principle and 
practice as makes the believer ha- 
bitually desire to become increas- 
ingly meet for the inheritance of 
the saints in light. Thus, then, so 
far from tending to licentiousness, 
it is the on/y doctrine which has ever 
yet produced any real holiness of 
heart and life. 

Men may conform to outward 
decencies: they may govern them- 
selves by custom and fashion: but 
to love the will of God, and to obey 
it, because it is his will—and nothing 
else can be called the holiness of 
the Gospel—can spring only from 
the doctrine of pardon, justification, 
and ‘*¢acceptance,” primarily, and 
ultimately by the merits of Christ 
Jesus received in a grateful heart 
by a true and lively faith. 

May such true evangelical faith, 
working by love to God through 
Christ, and evidencing itself in 
love to all mankind, ever animate 
the members of the Church 0! 
England! And may we all, 1m 
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stead of seeking our own glory, as. 
cribe glory, and honour, and pralse to 
Hi:» that sitteth upon the Throne 
and to the Lamb for ever and ever ! 
Amen} 

l am, &c. 

THE AUTHOR OF A LETTER TO 
HIS GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP 
OF CANTERBURY,ON CERTAIN 
DOCTRINES OF THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND, TERMED EVAN- 
GELICAL. 

P.S. Ihave not the slightest know- 
ledge of the insertion of the other 
letter signed LE. L. in commendation 
of my pamphlet. I should not have 
presumed to intrude the extracts he 
has given upon the pages of your 
miscellany. 


FAMILY SERMONS. No. CX XXVIII. 


Psalm xxxiii. 1. Rejoice in the Lord, 
O ye righteous ; for firaise is comely 
Jor the upftright. 


Tue great desire of mankind is to be 
happy ; and to the attainment of this 
end all our pursuits are naturally di- 
rected. Itis true, that till our hearts 
are renewed by the Holy Spirit we 
uniformly mistake the only real source 
of enjoyment, and place il in worldly 
objects, thus hewing out to ourselves, 
“ broken cisterns that can hold no wa- 
ter.” But still the desire exists ; and 
life is devoted as far as possible to its 
gratification. 

It might seem, therefore, at first 
sight unnecessary for the Scriptures 
so often toexhort men to rejoice, and 
indeed would be so, were not the true 
objects of satisfaction such as by na- 
ture we are not inclined to pursue. 
Our rejoicing is to be in God ; it is 
not the natural buoyancy of the hu- 
man mind under prosperous circum- 
stances, but a holy delight which the 
world can neither give nor take away. 
The husbandman rejoices when he 
Sees his fields yielding an abundant 
harvest; the merchant when he be- 
holds his vessels arriving at their des- 
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tined haven fraught with the riches of 
other lands. The young rejoice in 
their youth, the vigorous in their 
strength,and the ambitious when they 
attain the object of their eager pur- 
suit. But this is not religious joy; 
it may exist where there is no feeling 
of love or gratitude to God for his 
mercies, and where, far from leading 
from the gift to the merciful Bestow- 
er, it leaves its possessor so engrossed 
with the former as wholly to neglect 
the latter. 

The exhortation of the Psalmist 
will furnish us with three ideas for 
consideration :— 

First, the duty of rejoicing in the 
Lord. 

Secondly, The characters who are 
called upon to rejoice— Zhe righteous. 

Thirdly, That to such characters 
“ praise is comely.” 

First, Zhe duty of rejoicing in the 
Lord. 

1. ILisaduty, because it is command- 
edin Scripture.—We find throughout 
the word of God such injunctions as 
“Rejoice in the Lord alway, and 
again I say rejoice,’— O be joyful 
in the Lord, all ye lands,” —* Be glad 
in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous ; 
and shout for joy, all ye that are up- 
rightin heart.” Religion was intend- 
ed to be a source of pure and unfail- 
ing happiness. Far from being a 
gloomy invention of the imagination, 
or a cold feeling, at war with every 
thing generous and consoling, it is 
described in Scripture as the fountain 
of all true enjoyment. It does not 
empty the heart of unworthy objects 
without filling it with others more 
satisfying and substantial. If it teach 
us that we have destroyed ourselves, 
it also shews us that in God is our 
help ; so that while it lays us low as 
penitents at the cross of our Saviour, 
it points out to us our only true dig- 
nity, our only real happiness, as chil- 
dren of God by faith in Christ Jesus, 
and inheritors of a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away. 

2. To rejoice in God is also a duty, 
because it is one srreat end for which 
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we were created. While Adam re- 
tained the divine image his delight 
was In the Lord his God, who reveal- 
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vant of God: “he is asa tree planted 
by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf 


“a 


ed himself to him as his Creator, also shall not wither, and whatsoever | 
Benefactor, and Almighty Friend. he doeth shall prosper.” Through 
The fall of man, it is true, so debased lite ‘* peace” is bequeathed to him by 
our nature, that we no longer retain his Saviour; and even in the approach 

the same natural love for God, the of death his enjoyments are usually 
same filial eagerness to fulfil his com- of a tranquil rather than of an ecstatic ' 
mands, the same desire to be con- kind. ‘“ Though I walk through the ' 
formed to his image; and hence we valley of the shadow of death, I will } 
need conversion of soul by the power fear no evil, for thou art with me: j 
of the Holy Spirit, to make us new thy rod and thy staff comfort me.” j 
creatures, and to restore us to our But though the regular enjoyments c 
original taste for sacred enjoyments. of the mature Christian are best de- t 
Yet still we learn, both by experience picted by images like the foregoing, ‘ 
and Scripture, that substantial happi- there is no limit fixed to the injunc- s 
ness is to be discovered’ no where tionintnetext. His joy may rise, as ; 
else but in God. In vam we chase did that of many of the holy men of ‘ 
the world and its pleasures through old, to triumph; only it must be * ix . 

all their seductive windings. Solid te Lord.” The love of God, the 
repose is not there: we shall find our- grace of Christ, the promised com- iy 
selves at the close of life still per- munications of the Holy Spirit, with t1 
plexed and disappointed. Godalone all the other bjessings held out to us fi 
can fill and bound the desires of an 1n the Gospel, may well demand and G 
immortal being: he alone is the final inspire the highest notes of spiritual di 
good, the never-failing spring of what- enjoyment. ‘Thanks be to God,” al 
ever deserves the name of happiness. exclaims the Apostle, ‘ who always es 
“Thus saith the Lord: Let not the cCauseth us to triumph in Christ.” fo 
wise man glory in his wisdom ; nel- Secondly, Let us inquire who are L 
ther let the mighty man glory in his the characters thus invited to rejoice. {3 
might: Jet not the rich man glory in —Thbey are spoken of in the text as de 
his riches: but let him that glorieth, “the upright,” or ‘the righteous.” ‘. 
ylory in this, that he understandeth The Scriptures exhibit no cause of ou 
and knoweth me, that I'am the Lord rejoicing to the sinner: they repre- vo 
which exercise loving-kindness, judg- sent his condition as fearful in the ex- re 
ment, and righteousness inthe earth.’? treme: he is living without God and is 
It may be necessary, here, to ob- without hope in the world, and, dy- ly 
serve, with respect to the nature of ing in his sins, must perish everlast- de 
the rejoicing commanded in the text, ingly. But to the humble penitent | 
that it is a holy and religious joy: it the promises of the Gospel are freely ap 
i is “ rejoicing in the Lord.” Theima- made upon his becoming a partaker ra 
' te ges employed in Scripture to point of faith in the Redeemer. By this of 
Hi out the character of the Christian’s faith he is justified, and, being justi- ind 
ieee = triumph are usually of an unobtrusive fied, has peace with God, and ts In- tot 
\ ® and peaceful nature. “TI will be as vited to rejoice in the unspeakable fait 
if » §=©6o the dew unto Israel: he shall grow love of his heavenly Father towards ou 
tear, as the lily, and cast forth’bis roots as a once apostate but now reclaimed tif 
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Lebanon: his branches sltall spread, and obedient child. of |} 
and his beauty shall be @ the olive Bui here the diffident Christian prin 
tree and his smell as Lebanon.’’? may feel his mind distressed, from @ : whi 
Such is the sacred felicity of the scr- fear that be is not included in the 
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character described in the text. He 
distrusts his own heart ; and, far from 
venturing boldiy to assume to himself 
ai] the marks of so exalted a charac- 
ter, he is perhaps apprehensive that 
he is but a self-deceiver, and has no 
portion in the blessedness of which 
he reads. 

‘To meet such a case it Is necessary 
to consider in what sense we may be 
said to be righteous, and how we may 
become so. Now the Scriptures plain- 
ly inform us, that strictly speaking, 
“there is none righteous; no, not 
one.’ We have all wandered from 
the ways of God; we have become 
corrupt in our imaginations, and our 
sins have justly provoked the Divine 
displeasure ; sO that, as a meritorious 
claim, nO man Can urge any righteous- 
ness or uprightness of his own. 

Inthis unhappy condition, God saw 
fit to provide an atonement for our 
transgressions: Christ died, the just 
for the unjust, to bring us nigh unto 
God. In virtue of his obedience unto 
death, our sins are freely pardoned ; 
and as our church scripturally teach. 
es, ‘* We are accounted righteous be- 
fore God only for the merit of our 
Lord anc Saviour Jesus Christ, by 
faith, and not for our own works or 
deservings,”” Our heavenly Father 
is pleased in infinite mercy to blot out 
our sins,-and to restore us to his fa- 
vour: our past unrighteousness is 
remembered no more, and our guilt 
is remitted in virtue of the supreme- 
ly meritorious sacrifice of our Re- 
deemer. 

But inseparably connected with this 
application of our Saviour’s merits, 
for the pardon of sin, is that renewal 
of heart by the Holy Spirit which is 
indispensably necessary to entitle us 
'o the character of righteous. A dead 

laith leaves us where it found us—in 
our sins. It neither justifies nor sanc- 
fies us. But true faith is the parent 
of holiness ; for where it exists, a new 
principle is implanted in the heart, by 
which we Jearn to love the ways of 
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righteousness, and desire to keep the 
commands of God. Thus we are rene 
dered upright or righteous ; not in- 
deed perfectly so, for upon earth pere 
fection is unattainable. But the seed 
is asit were sown; the first steps have 
been taken; and that spiritual wartsre 
has begun which shall terminate only 
with our mortal life. In the mean 
time, the flesh is being crucified, with 
ics affections and lusts; the Christian 
is pressing forward towards the prize 

of his hi-h calling, and, by the assis- 
tance of God’s Holy Spirit, is earnest- 
ly contending both against his own 
corrupt desires and the temptations 
of Saian and the world. His outward 
conduct proves the holy change which 
has taken place in his character. Sin 
is no longer his element; and heice 
St. John remaftesytbat * whoso is born 
of God doth not commit sin,”’ that is, 
willingly and habitually. ‘ Whoso- 
ever Sinneth bath not seen God, nei- 
ther known him ;” adding, what tends 
forcibly to explain the words of the 
text: ** Let no man deceive you: he 
that doeth righteousness Is righteous, 
even as God is righteous.”” Thus we 
perceive that to be a righteous cha- 
racter, In the scriptural sense, 1s to be 


justified by faith in the atonement of 


Christ, and to be renewed by the Spirit 
of God in righteousness and true he. 
Iiness. To such characters, the ex- 
hortation to rejoice is addressed. 
Thirdly, We are to shew, that to 
persons of this description “ praise is 
comely.”’— This may indeed be intfer- 
red from the foregoing considera- 
tions ; for we have already seen, that 
rejoicing in God is both commanded 
asa duty, and is an inestimable privi- 
lege belonging to the true believer. 
The same passage of Scripture which 
enjoins us not to glory in wisdom, or 
might, or riches, exhorts us to glory 
in a knowledge of God, that he exer- 
ciseth loving-kindness and judgment 
in the earth. St. Paul applies the 
same idea :nore explicitly in refer- 
ence to the New Testament dispen- 
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sation, when he says, ‘God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world.” It is only from a 
well-grounded hope of eternal salva- 
tion, that religious joy can justly 
spring ; and where there is scriptural 
evidence of our having become the 
children of God—as was the case with 
St. Paul, when he could say, that he 
was crucified to the world, and the 
world to him—praise and rejoicing 
are truly comely ; that is, befitting and 
appropriate. Toras both the Apostle 
and the Psalmist teach, * Blessed is 
he whose transgression is forgiven, 
and whose sin is covered ; blessed is 
the man unto whom the Lord imput- 
eth not iniquity, and in whose spirit 
there is no guile.’ Well may he be 
joyful who has scriptural authority for 
believing that his sins, though many, 
are all forgiven, and that henceforth 
all things work together for his good. 
Hishopesrest upon no wavering foun- 
dation ; and, in their extent, are as 
jarge as the promises of God, who is 
both able and willing to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or 
think. He has the unfailing pledge 
of mercy to pardon all his sins; of 
acceptance with his Creator ; of sup- 
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plies of strength, and holiness, anq 
consolation by the way, and eternal 
and unutterable bliss at his journey’s 
end. Under such considerations, we 
may forcibly use the exhortation of 
the text : “ Rejoice then in the Lord, 
O ye righteous, for praise is comely 
for the upright.” 

In conclusion, we cannot too ear. 
nestly repeat, what has been already 
alluded to, the great importance of 
ascertaining that we are among those 
whom the word of God calls upon to 
rejoice. Let us not venture to take 
the promises of Scripture to our. 
selves, without first examining whe- 
ther we are in the faith. Infinitely 
awful are the threatenings of the ora- 
cles of God against the careless and 
deliberate sinner, and against the ip- 
sincere and inconsistent pretender to 
religion. If our conscience reprove 
us in these respects, Jet the warning 
lead us to the foot of the Cross, both 
for the pardon of our sins, and for a 
new and holy nature to be wrought in 
us; and let it be our earnest prayer to 
God, that He weuid guide us in future 
by his Spirit, in the way of wisdom, 
and keep us in the path of the just, 
which shineth more and more to the 
perfect day. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


I REMEMBER well the happy delinea- 
tion of surprise felt by a simple heart- 
ed clergyman, who is the subject of 
a popular novel of the past age, and 
who is made to receive at different 
times the most opposite accounts of 
the character of a gentleman, the 
supposed occupant of a house which 
he passes on the road. He can scarce- 
ly believe that the gentleman once 
so illiberal, unfeeling, and tyranni- 


cal, should the very next moment 
be found without a vestige of his for- 
mer Character, and have been trans- 
formed so readily into a plain good 
man, and not even holding the 
offices which he had been said be- 
fore so greatly to abuse. And the 
good parson, I remember, is left to 
the very charitable and sefe solu- 
tion of an alias, or doubtful iden- 
tity of person in the case, as far 
more congenial to his own honesty 
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than any suspicion of the motives 
which might produce from different 
mouths such opposite delineations of 
one andthe same man. I must own 
that I felt a surprise somewhat simi- 
lar, on comparing the use made by 
Mr. Wix (whose work was lately re- 
viewed in your miscellany) of Arch- 
bishop Wake’s name and authority, 
with what I have reason to believe 
were in truth the character and the 
opinions of that great and good pre. 
late. By Mr. Wix he is made to 
sanction the supposed possibility of 
a union between a Popish and a Pro- 
testant Church; whilst the tone and 
temper of Mr. Wix and his scheme 
evidently include and suppose a re- 
jection from the benefits or the pos- 
sibility of such a union, of the Eng- 
lish Dissenters, and in general of all 
who do not adopt an episcopal form 
of church government. I[n other 
words, Archbishop Wake appears to 
be brought in by Mr. Wix, as an evi- 
dence and an authority in favour of 
the exclusive claim of episcopacy to 
ihe name and privileges of a true 
church, and as sanctioning a distinct 
and undeniable preference of the 
Church of Rome, such as it is, fora 
cordial union (pon terms) with our- 
selves, Over the universal body of 
Protestants, such as ‘ey are, if not 
possessed of the episcopal succession. 
The compromises necessary in order 
othe former union are, it is intimat- 
ed, not to be Compared in magnitude 
with those necessary for the latter ; 
and it would Le impossible not to 
consider the bearing of Archbishop 
Wake’s mind on this subject, when 
secn through the pages of Mr. Wix, 
as quite in unison with his own. 
Such then being the view which is 
presented of this great and good pre- 
ale’s Opinions, on a very important 
and vital subject, through the medium 
oo Mr. Wix, I cannot but add, that if 
‘prelate so learned, so pious, and who 
‘wed so soon after the period of our 
‘nat separation from the professors of 
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Popery, and the enactment of our 
Statutes of exclusion against them, 
had been really inclined to place them 
in this favourable light, and to give 
them so decided a superiority in point 
of worth and truth over our Protestant 
fellow-Christians, I might probably 
have thought better of the Papists and 
worse of the Dissenters on that ac- 
count. Nor perhaps, but for some 
slight suspicion of the methods in 
which controversies are too often 
conducted, should I have felt any 
strong reason to doubt the accuracy 
of those views of the Archbishop’s 
opinions which I had thus collected 
on Mr. Wix’sauthority. But asome- 
what intimate acquaintance with con- 
troversial practices made me a little 
sceptical on this point; and I so much 
preferred my old prejudices in favour 
of the good Archbishop to Mr. Wi1x’s 
new implications respecting him, as 
at least to look for some positive and 
direct testimony of his opinions on so 
very important a question. Theresult 
of my search I am confident you, sir, 
so Well versed as you must be in the 
character and history of our great 
theological worthies, will easily anti- 
cipate. I found that Archbishop Wake 
was decidedly against any compro- 
mise whatever with any popish com- 
munion, whether Gallican or Roman ; 
and that he had, on the contrary, the 
largest and most liberal views with 
respect to the possibility and the duty 
of charitable, and even devotional, 
union with Protestant Dissenters. 
The impropriety, not to say impossi- 
bility, of compromise, in order to 
union with the Gallican Church, the 
only popish church he ever thought 
of conciliating, will be easily collected 
from the full account of the whole 
transaction, as detailed in the sixth 
volume of Maclaine’s translation of 
Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History. On 
the other hand, the duty, as well as 
propriety, of every possible advance 
towards the Protestant Dissenters 
willbe found in a yolume of the Arch. 
ic 
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bishop’s sermons, dated 1716; one of 
which (the eighth.) on Romans xv. 
5—7, contains exclusively, * An Ex- 
hortationto mutual Charity and Union 
amongst Protestants.” 

Whoever will be at the trouble of 
casting an eye over the former of the 
works referred to, will see without 
difficulty, that the very idea of a union 
between Papists and Protestants, 
though under their mildest and most 
reconcileable forms, did not occur to 
Archbishop Wake but upon sugges- 
tion from the Papists, or rather the 
Gallican Catholics, themselves. It 
was, in its first suggestion, a charita- 
ble dream of some well-meaning 
anti constitutionists, as they were 
called, of the Gallican Church, for 
reconciling and receiving back the 
lost sheep of the English fold to the 
pastures of Catholicism ; and was only 
entertained by Archbishop Wake, as 
every Charitable Christian would have 
entertained it, with a hope of drawing 
off those from their dangerous errors, 
who were willing to do him the same 
service. Throughout the whole 
correspondence which ensued, there 
is not a single hint at compromise or 
concession on the part of the Arch. 
bishop; and he distinctly disavows 
the first attempt, by Dupin and other 
doctors of the Sorbonne, to draw him 
into an acknowledgment of inferiority 
or secession on the part of the Eng- 
fish Church. When Dupin, the real, 
and, I doubt not, the sincerely inten-~ 
tioned, author of this scheme, lays 
down his own view of our English 
Articles, our great Archbisbop and 
Protestant champion declines giving 
any opinion upon the strictures of the 
Gallican ; nor does he, from first to 
last, propose, in compliance with 
popish prejudices, the surrender of 
any one priociple, or even one ex- 
pression, in our Articles or our 
Liturgy. With the death of Dupin, 
which happeved very shortly after the 
correspondence had commenced, all 
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hope of reconciliation was extip. 
guished ; and whilst the very attempt 
of that charitable Catholic was made 
the subject of an outcry from the Je- 
Suits and orthodox constitutioners of 
the day, all hope of favour to the plan 
on the part of the court was frus. 
trated by the very good and sufficient 
motive of the Abbé de Bois wanting 
a cardinal’s cap from the pope as the 
price of his orthodoxy, and the court 
itself being obliged to seek the favour 
of the Spanish party and the Jesuits, 
Upon this occasion the good Arch. 
bishop’s letters were all seized, sub- 
jected to inquisitorial inspection, and 
found to contain matter, I question 
not, as little to the mind of the Jesuit 
inquisitors, as they would be to the 
mind of any person courting a union 
with the Church of Rome on the 
principles of Mr. Wix. In short, the 
whole ccrrespondence of the Arch- 
bishop is little else than a very civil 
invitation to one portion of the papal 
hierarchy to throw off its grievous 
chains, and its abject anti-christian 
subjection; and to follow manfully 
the example of the Anglican Church. 
which had obtained innumerable ad- 
vantages by her separation from the 
pope, and saw nothing she could 
willingly consent to part with, in 
order to gain the honour of a return 
to filial submission and obedience 
under the primacy of Rome. 

“ The surest way,’ says our truly 
Protestant Archbishop, in No. XII. 
of this correspondence, * will be to 
begin as well and to go as far as we 
can in settling a friendly correspon- 
dence; to agree to own each other 
as true brethren, and members of the 
Catholic Christian Church; to agree 
to Communicate in every thing we 
can with one another (which on their 
stde ts very easy, there being nothing 
in our offices in any degree contrary 
to their own prrincifiles ;) and would 
they purge out of theirs, what is con 
trary to ours, we might join ID the 
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public service with them, and yet 
leave one another in the free liberty 
of believing (ransubstantiation or not, 
so long as nothing was done in pur- 
suance of that opinion.”—There is 
really something almost to excite a 
smile, In this good natured hope of 
the Archbishop, so to obtain recon- 
ciliation with the proud, unbending, 
infallible Papacy ; particularly, as 
coupled with his answer, No. XXV., 
to Mr. Jabionski, on the question, 
“whether the Union of the Evangeli- 
cal Churches with the Romish could 
be treated of.”’ A few lines of this, 
which is written in his own pure 
and classical Latin, I will translate. 
« What, then ! are any of us so little 
versed or so inexperienced in the 
pride and tyranny of Rome, as to 
believe that they would stoop from 
their pinnacle of dominion and infal- 
libility for our sake, or to think on 
our own part of returning voluntarily 
io a servitude so long rejected by us, 
for their sake? May God avert from 
ihe minds of all, and far avert, this 
act of atrocity so destructive and so 
disgraceful! Yea rather let us quit 
voods, Country, parents, all, than be 
found thus unequally yoked with unbe- 
levers, eTepolurysyres amis ois (lor why 
are we nut here to use the words of 
the Apostie ?) I would not indeed be 
understood to mean that we should 
renounce all treating for peace with 
the Papists. Let us treat, if you will 
have it so, but, as we ought, on a 
footing of equility. Are they Chris- 
lans? so are we. Are they Catho- 
lics? so are we. Can we err? so 
may they,’ &c. &c. 

One further quotation also I will 
translate from this correspondence, 
which will, | doubt not, be for the 
edification of those whe would place 
Archbishop Wake foremost in the 
battle of exclusive Episcopalianism, 
whether Anylicanor Gallican, against 
the Presbyterian form of church go- 
vernment. 

“The Reformed Churches,” says 
the Archbishop, in No. X1X., to Mr. 


Le Clerc, * although in some respects 
different from our own English one, 
I willingly embrace. I could wish 
indeed for a well-tempered episcopal 
government, free from all undue 
dominion; such a one as obtains 
amongst ourselves, and is, if I have 
any wisdom in such matters, derived 
from the apostolic age, and has been 
retained in all those churches down 
to the present day : nor do I despair, 
if I live not to see its restoration, that 
posterity will see it. In the mean 
time, far from me be the iron heart, 
that for such a defect (let me call it 
so without offence) I should think any 
one of them to be cut off from our 
communion, or with certain raving 
[furiosis] writers among us, think 
them to possess no valid sacraments, 
and so pronounce them scarcely 
Christian. I would at any price 
obtain a closer union amongst all the 
Reformed. And if this might be 
obtained in ecclesiastical polity, and 
a common church service, lam much 
deceived if it would not shortly con- 
duce to a union of mind and heart, 
and pave the way for a full agreement 
in all the greater points of fundamen- 
tal doctrine. Certainly he must be 
blind indeed, who does not see how 
much it would promote our own se- 
curity, and tend to the conversion of 
the Roman fiseudo-Catholics.”’ 

The above quotation, as applicable 
to the preseat question, to present 
days, and present controversies, | 
cannot but consider as invaluable. It 
will serve as a proper introduction to 
a quotation or two from the second 
reference with which I have troubled 
you in the commencement of this 
letter; namely, to the sermon of 
Archbishop Wake, recommending 
‘‘mutual charity, or union among 
Protestants.” In this remarkable 
sermon, Which I should be glad to see 
separately in print, with a particular 
application to the present mes, two 
or three points are most prominent. 
1. In reference expressly to oui 
own dissenting countrymen, their de- 
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parture from ourselves is conceded 
and assumed to be en matters of indif- 
ference. 2. The Papists alone are 
excepted as holding opinions trrecon- 
cileable with thai union and charity 
which is so very/ desirable amongst 
Christians. 3 This union and chari- 
ty, if attained at all, must, according 
to the Archbishop, be attained upon 
the ground of a direct toleration and 
mutual concession, amongst PROTES- 
TANTS, Of those points tn which they 
differ, 4. Such a blessed and truly 
Christian harmony is predicted, as 
within the reach of hope, and perhaps 
at no very great distance as to time. 

In illustration of these several 
points, the quotations which follow 
are deserving of mature considera- 
tion 1. In regard to Protestants: 
‘For us,’ says’ the Archbishop, 
“ whom it has pleased God, by deli. 
vering us from the errors and super- 
stitions of the Church of Rome, to 
unite together in the Common name 
of Protestant Reformed Christians, 
were we but us heartily to labour after 
peace, us we are all of us very highly 
exhorted to it; I cannot see why we, 
who are so happily joined together in 
a common pfirofession of the same faith— 
at least, Iam sure, In all the 2ecessa- 
ry fonts of it, and [ hope, amidst all 
our lesser differences, in a common 
love and charity to one another— 
should not also be united in the same 
common worship of God too.” 

Then, after alluding to those scru- 
ples which the Dissenters entertain 
(of all of which he hints at the utter 
inconclusiveness,) and after address- 
ing a strong argumentum ad hominem 
io occasional conformists, he proceeds 
as follows: “ But yet, since men’s 
scruples are unaccountable, and after 
«Hl that can be said, they will still 
(iffer even about ¢ndiffcrent things, and 
ve afraid many times, § where no fear 
’ and a too long experience has 
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ready shewn us, that if ever we 
mean to accomplish that union, so 


Archbishop Wake’s Plan for Union. 


[June, 


much recommended to us by our 
Apostle, so advantageous to the 
church at all times, but especially at 
this time so necessary lo our peaceand 
our establishment, that it seems tobe 
he ony way that yet remainsto settle 
and to Secure us, and upon all these 
accounts so much to be desired by all 
ood men; we must seek it by that 
rule which St. Paul here proposed to 
the Dissenting Christians of my text. 
‘We then that are strong ought to 
bear the infirmities of the weak, and 
not to please ourselves.’ Icannotbut 
think it a reflection becoming every 
good Christian.....whether somewhat 
may not yet be done for the sake of 
peace, and to bring things to sucha 
temper, that both order and decency 
may still be preserved, and yet our 
unity no Jonger be broken.” 

2 Let us now hear what the Arch. 
bishop says relative to our almost 
brethren Papists. 

‘ But here I must desire not to be 
misunderstood. For when I say thai 
Christians may without any danger to 
themselves, or disparagement to the 
truth of their religion, differ with one 
another; I mean only, as the terms 
of my proposition expressly shew, in 
lesser matters, such as do not concern 
the fundamentals of faith, nor destroy 
the worshif: of God, nor are otherwise 
so clearly revealed but that wise and 
rood men, after all their inquiries, 
may still continue to differ in their 
opinions concerning them. For other- 
wise, if interest and prejudice blind 
men’s eyes, and they err because 
they resolve they will not be con- 
vinced, and so by their own fault con- 
tinue in mistakes, contrary to the 
foundation of faith and destructive 
of piety ;—if, for instance, men will 
profess to believe but in one God, 
and yet worship thousands ;—if they 
will read over the Second Command- 
ment, and nevertheless both make 
and bow down before graven ima- 
ees in despite of it ;—if, whilst 
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they acknowledge Christ Lo have in- 
stituted the blessed eucharist in borh 
kinds, they Command it to be admi- 
nistered but in one ; and pray in an 
unknown tongue, though St. Paul 
has spent almost a whole chapter to 
shew the folly and unreasonableness 
of it j-—_these are errors in which I 
gm not concerned; and though I 
should be unwilling, even here, at all 
adventures to pronounce any sen- 
tence against fhe men, yet I must 
needs say, that religion cannot be 
very sound which stands corrupted 
with so many and such fundamental 
abuses. And this makes the differ- 
ence between those errors for which 
we separate from the Church of 
Rome, and those controversies which 
sometimes arise among Protestants 
themselves. The former are, in 
matters of the greatest consequence, 
such as tend directly to overthrow 
the integrity of faith and the furity 
of our worshifi ; and therefore such 
ss are in their own nature destruc- 
ive of the very essentials of Christi- 
anity. Whereas our differences do 
not at all concern the foundations 
either of fatth or worshif ; and are 
therefore such, in which good men, 
if they be otherwise diligent and sin- 
cere in their inquiry, may differ, 
without any prejudice to themselves, 
or any just reflection upon the truth 
of their common profession.” 

3. It would be almost needless to 
illustrate further the third point to 
which | have adverted ; namely, the 
necessity of mutual toleration and 
concession as the ground of ynion 
and charity amongst Protestants ; 
which point is indeed included in my 
\votation under the first head. I 
“annot, however, but give one or two 
extracts as beautifully illustrative of 
“eé high spirit of Christian charity 
which breathes throughout the whole 
af this admirable sermon ; a sermon 
vhich makes the very characteristic 
 afalse and antichristian religion 
° be the desire of unchurching and 
“communicating those who differ 





from its professors in points not fun- 
damental or essential.—** Whoam IJ, 
that I should dare to pronounce a 
sentence of reprobation against any 
one in whom there appear all the 
other characters of an humble, up- 
right, sincere Christian, only because 
he has not perhaps met with the 
same instruction, or read the same 
books, or does not argue the same 
way ; in a word, because he is not so 
wise, or, it may be, is wiser than I 
am, and sees farther than I do, and 
therefore is not exactly of my opin- 
in every thing.” 

‘“ There is no honest sincere 
Christian, how erroneous soever he 
may be, but who at least is persuad- 
ed that he is in the right, and looks 
upon ws to be as far from the trath 
by differing from him, as we esteen: 
him for not agreeing with us. Now 
if, upon the sole account of such dif- 
ferences, it be lawful for us to hate 
another, We must for the very same 
reason allow it to be as ta<vful for 
hint also to hate us. Thus shal) SV€ 
invert the characteristic of our reli. 
gion—' By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another’—and turn it into 
quite the contrary note, whilst we 
make our hatred to our brother the 
ereat mark of our zeal for our reli 
gion, and conclude him to love Christ 
the most, who the least loves his 
fellow-Christian.” 

The conduct of the ancient Chris- 
tlans In these respects is thus repre- 
sented by_the Archbishop. “ Such 
differences as these ought not only 
not to lessen our charity, but, if it 
be possible, not to hinder us from 
joining together in the same com- 
mon worship of God with one ano- 
ther. This was what these dissent- 
ing Christians, notwithstanding all 
their heats and contentions, never- 
theless continued todo. They did 
with one mouth glorify God, even 
when their differences would not 
suffer them to do it with one deart. 
They united together in a common 
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worship of God, though they could 
not unite either in opinion or affec- 
tion with one another.”’ 

4. The sermon concludes with an 
animating descripsion which I can- 
not but Consider as happily ominous 
of some possibly approaching time 
when, by such a charity asis here 
described, we stall “ indeed render 
both ourselves and our religion glo- 
rious to the world, and afford a hap- 
py augury that the blessed time so 
jong wrapped up in sacred prophecy 
is indeed now ready to be revealed ; 
when the church of Christ, being 
purged from those corruptions that 
have so long defaced its beauty, shall 
again appear in its primitive purity ; 
when all heresy and schism being 
every where abolished, and the mys- 
tery Of iniyuicy laid fully open, and 
the man of stn destroyed, trac reil- 
gion and sincere piety shall again 
reign throughout the world: God 
himself shall pitch his tabernacle 
among us and dwell with us, and we 
shall be his people and he shall be 
our God. O blessed state of the 
Church militant here on earth! the 
glorious antepast of that peace and 
piety which God hath prepared for 
his church triumphant in heaven !” 
* And who can teil but such achange 
as this, and which we have otherwise 
some reason to believe ts nigh at hand, 
may even now breek forth from the 
midst of us, would we but all seri- 
ously labour to perfect the great 
work which the providence of God 
has so gloriously begun among us, 
and establish that love and = unity 
among ourselves, which may after- 
awards diffuse iiself from us, into all 
the other parts of the Christian world 
besides 2” 

Your readers, Mr, Editor, will 
not, I ans sure, regret that I have 
lengthened such quotations as these 
ut no other expense than the neces- 
sary curtatiment of any concluding 
observations of my own upon them. 
One or two thoughts, however, have 
struck me, both on Mr, Wix’s use 


of the sentiments, or at least of the 
authority, of Archbishop Wake in 
the recommendation of his own 
newly projected union, and also on 
the tenor of those sentiments them. 
selves as expressed above. 

I cannot, sir, in the first place, un. 
derstand ob what grounds, or to 
what ends, the authority of great 
and good men is adduced, as it very 
frequently is in modern controver. 
sles, to prove the very reverse of that 
which it was the labour of their life 
to establish. Which 1s the alterna. 
tive that such controversialists choose 
to accept! Is it this, that they have 
never read or deeply studied the sen- 
timents of those great authorities 
which they press into their service ; 
or this, that they have read and atten- 
lively weighed the bearing of such 
authorities on the cause they are 
anxious to promote? For my own 
part, I cannot in common charity 
push one step forward the conclu- 
sions which appear Inevitably to ree 
sult from the acceptance of either 
alternative. But this I must say, 
that such a wrong use of well- 
known authorities, is a very unsafe 
expedient to be adopted by any one 
in these times of general inquiry, 
information, and investigation, In 
no enlightened age can they redound 
to the fame of a writer, and in none 
ought they to conduce to his interest 
and advantage. At the same time, 
whilst every allowance ought in fair- 
ness to be made for imperfect views 
of established authorities, caught In 
the moment of controversial ardour, 
so would [ not wish to discourage 
any reasonable efforts for an appeal 
to those great luminaries which 
shine through the vista of past days; 
undimmed by age, and undisturbed 
by the agitations of modern contro- 
vesy. This is an appeal which you, 
sir, have never declined ; and, when 
conducted in that spirit of candid and 
patient investigation which charac 
tcrizes every sincere lover of truth, 
cannot fail of the most importar: 
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consequences. It is, in fact, only by 
the applica.ion of old established and 
long-tried principles to the ever-va- 
rying succession of events as they 
arise, that we learn to conduct our- 
selves properly under them: where- 
as tuo many invert the order of rea- 
soning; and, by hastily applying past 
occurrences, and insulated events 
to modern, crude and undigested 
theories, mislead their followers into 
4 total misconception of the first ele- 
ments and essential principles of our 
common faith. 

I am here led to observe, that the 
sentiments above quoted from Arch- 
bishop Wake, and the principles on 
which they rest, are exactly such as 
go to the subversion of all the plans 
contemplated by Mr. Wiix, and to 
the entire sanction and support of 
those measures which he is anxious 
to overthrow. The Archbishop, in 
omitting to consider with Mr Wix 
the apostolical succession as funda- 
mental and essential to our common 
Christianity, does not fail to appre- 
ciate its excellence wherever posses- 
sed by any church. But he was too 
wise not to see the advantage he 
should give to the Papists by an ad- 
mission of its indispensable neces- 
sity to the existence of a true church; 
and was far too well acquainted with 
the nature and genius of true Chris- 
tlanity, not to see that the carnal 
mind and blinded conscience of pa- 
X41 Rome were a thousand times 
more opposed to the doctrine of 
Christ, than any external circum- 
Stances attending the appointment 
of those Who were to preachit. Nor, 
again, in assuming the general or- 
thodoxy, though mixed with errors 
no. fundamental, of his dissenting 
brethren. did the Archbishop at all 
deciine the mention of heresy and 
Schism too, as amonyst the weeds to 
be rooted out at the general and ex- 
pected “restitution of all things 2’ 
though he was also fir too candid to 
Cast in the teeth of the great body 
of Dissenters in his day, the occa- 
sional heresies of some fart of that 


multifarious body, and to stigmatize 
them generally, as some modern 
churchmen have seen fit to do, as 
Socinians, Quakers, &c.; or to as- 
sume, as the ground of hisargument, 
that a// were guilty of the crime of 
schism whose consciences, however 
misinformed, separated them from 
the pale of our Establishment, and 
some able men amongst them at the 
expense. of its honours and emolu- 
ments, 

But the most material, and I 
should apprehend to Mr, Wix and 
his adherents (if he have any,) the 
most edifying part of the Archbi- 
shop’s example, is the display he 
makes of just the very same readiness 
to join with the Protestant, as far as 
practicable, which Mr. Wix displays 
to join with his fellow-Christians the 
Papists. Substitute Papist for Pro- 
testant, and every word the Archbi- 
shop utters, every sentiment he 
breathes is in exact conformity with 
the words and sentiments of Mr. 
Wix. I shall make no further use 
of this observation than to suggest, 
that the premises being thus com- 
pletely reversed, it is no more than 
fair to reverse the conclusion to be 
obtained from them. The conclu- 
sion which, to all appearance, Mr. 
Wix mainly drives at throughout 
the whole of his project, is the pos- 
sibility and the hope of bringing in 
the Papists to an alliance with the 
Church of England against the Dis- 
senters and the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. The conclusion then 
to be derived on the contrary side, 
from the premises laid down by 
Archbishop Wake, is the possibility 
and the hope of bringing in the Dis. 
senters, and in veneral the Reform- 
ed Protestant Churches at home and 
abroad, to an alliance with the Church 
of Eneland against the principles of 
Popery, andin support of the invalu- 
able and, I trust, interminable ope- 
rations of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, 


l remain, sir, &c. 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
Wuoever has had his attention 
drawn to the controversies which 
have been unhappily raised on the 
subject of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, must have observed 
the eagerness with which the real or 
supposed errors of individuals or 
Auxiliary Societies have been laid to 
the charge of the Parent Institution. 
Such conduct has ever appeared to 
me extremely unfair and illiberal ; 
but my opinion has lately been 
strengthened by reading the /irst 
Report of a District Commitiee of the 
Society jor promoting Christian 
Knowledge for the Deanery of Hen- 
fey in GOxfordshire, containing re- 
marks, of which Iam well convinced 
that the general Board in Bartlett’s 
Buildings would entirely disapprove. 
These remarks are, however, so ex. 
ceptionable, that I trust you will fa- 
your me by the insertion of this let- 
ter in the Christian Observer, in 
order chiefly that the members of 
similar committees may be cautioned 
against a practice so injurious tothe 
society which they wish to support, 
as that of making their reports the 
organs of direct or sinister attacks 
upon other institutions. 

The passages in the Henley Report 
to which I particularly allude, are 
contained in the following extract. 

‘* We do not affect to make men 
Christians, and nothing more ; we 
are anxious tountte them in firm at- 
tachment tothe venerable institutions 
of their country. Tor this purpose, 
we considerthe Liturgy and formu- 
laries of cur Church only second in 
importance to the Bible itself; zor 


do we think it eltogether safe to com- 
neg the iisfired writings into the 


Aands of the iliterate, without such 
interpretations as may assist them in 
their humble studies, and the help 
of such explanations as have receiv- 
ed, from the guides of our church, 
the stamp of their autbority Jt zs 
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daring advance of blasphemy has been 
commensurate with the accelerated 
firogress of scriftural knowledge ; and 
never did infidelity afifiear abroad with 
such bold and disgusting effrontery as 
we now behold it, since the Bible has 
been indiscriminately fiut into the 
hands of the preotle without note or 
comment We mean not to cast any 
reflection on the well intended zea! 
of other religious Associations: all 
we design is, to recommend our So. 
ciety as having a claim of preference 
on the members of the Establish- 
ment ; Inasmuch as the abuse of the 
sacred volume is guarded against by 
explanatory publications, to which, 
being in unison with the doctrines 
of our church, they Cannot object ; 
so that, if in the holy Scriptures 
“there are some things hard to be 
understood,” the most anxious cau- 
tion Is employed, that * the unlearn- 
ed and unstable may not wrest them 
to their own destruction.” 

The proposition, that 7¢ zs not © al- 
together safe to commit the inspired 
writings into the hands of the illiterate 
without interpretation,” &c. has been 
so often and so ably refuted in many 
of the tracts on the catalogue of the 
Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, that it would be an un- 
hecessary Intrusion to offer upon it 
any observations of my own. I shall, 
therefore, merely leave it to its au- 
thors to shew In what way it can be 
made to harmonize with the follow- 
Ing extracts from a tract entitled, 
‘A brief Contutation of the Errors 
of the Church of Rome ; extracted 
from Archbishop Secker’s Five Ser- 
mons against Popery ; by Bishop 
Porteus,” and placed on the cata- 
logue of the Soctety for frromoing 
Christian Knowledge. 

« Burthey tellus there is great dan- 
eer thatthe Scrip:ure mey be misun- 
derstood and perverted: * unlearned 
and unstable men,’ St. Peter hath de- 
clared, * may wrest it to their own 
destruction.” Now this is possible 
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indeed: and so it is possible every 
thing may be applied to an ill pur- 
pose ; health, strength, food, liberty, 
common day-light ; but is this a rea- 
son for taking away any of them? 
It is possible that persons may do 
themselves harm by having the Scrip- 
tures ; but is it not something more 
than possible, that they may suffer 
harm from the want of them, and 
‘be destroyed,’ as the Prophet tells 
us, for lack of knowledge ?” 

And again: * We permit, we be- 
seech, we require you all to read the 
Scriptures diligently, and judge of 
their meaning impartially ; to com- 
pare with them every thing we teach 
you, and believe nothing but what 
you find agreeable to them. We 
have no fear of your being pfroisoned 
by the food of life, or led into error by 
the word of Truth. On the contrary, 
we know not any surer way of pre- 
serving men from errors, than that 
which St. Paul prescribes Timothy 
in the third chapter of his Second 
Episile:—* This know, that in the 
Jast days perilous times shall come. 
vil men and seducers shall wax 
worse and worse, deceiving and being 
deceived. But continue thou in those 
things which thou hast learned, and 
hast been assured of: knowing of 
whom thou hast learned them ; and 
‘hat from a child thou hast known the 
holy Scriptures, which are able to 
inake thee wise untosalvation,through 
iaith, Which is in Christ Jesus, All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
‘or reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
(ion in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 


hished unto all good works.’ ” (Brief 


Confutation, 5th edit. p. 66.) 

But the part of the Report which I 
consider as the most objectionable is 
‘hatin which it is declared éo 6e a sin- 
Sular coincidence that blasphemy and 
infidelity never afifieared with such bold 
ind disvusting effrontery as * since the 
Bible has been indiscriminately put into 
Christ. Obsery. No. 220. 
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the hands of the freofile without note or 
comment.”—Now, Sir, i apprehend 
that no one will deny that the evident 
intention of this sentence was to in- 
sinuate, that the late dreadful pro- 
gress of blasphemy and infidelity was, 
at least in some measure, to be as- 
cribed to the domestic operations of 
the Bible Society. For, notwithstand- 
ing the disavowal by which it is fol- 
lowed, I humbly conceive, that if this 
were Not its intention, no possible 
meaning can be assigned to it. 

The charge here insinuated is of 
such a nature, as scarcely to need re- 
futation; and can be considered, by 
myself at least, in no other light than 
as a libel upon the word of God. For 
most extraordinary indeed would it 
be, if the reading of that Sacred Vo- 
lume which God has given in mercy 
to man to direct him to happiness and 
to heaven, should tend to make hima 
blasphemer or an infidel. Sooner than 
1 could bring myself to believe it, I 
would be persuaded that sweet is bit- 
ter, and light is darkness. I would 
willingly in charity suppose that the 
gentlemen who drew up this Report 
had been misled into the opinion they 
have published by false representa- 
tions, were it not that it was in their 
power to prove its truth or falsehood, 
in the most decisive manner, by the 
evidence of facts. For, if it were 
true, then, of course, we should see, 
in the first place, that infidels would! 
be among the most strenuous sup- 
porters of the Bible Society; and, ia 
the next, that infidel principles would 
prevail to the greatest extent in those 
districts in Which its greatest exer- 
tions had been made. Now, with re- 
gard to the former of these facts, it Is 
notorious that the efforts of the agents 
of infidelity are chiefly employed in 
vililying the Bible; and that where 
they have met with the greatest suc- 
cess, the unhappy victims of their art- 
ful publications act in systematic op- 
position to the Bible Society and us 
advocates. Whether the dutter f 


sal 4 














































= ee ee ae = 
2 te a 


a 
D> * 


hee gy 
ere: 


"- 


tt simi “ee sae Mme eee al 


= ie —_— 





Se Son he he | 


~ a= =: 





ee ee ee 
a + 


« as * : 
ted ae 
Man Ss <2 ~~ . a. seis 
itd —. ers. 


a ae => —* 








=i 


o. 


i _ eget 


- 
ae a 


caer aes 


os 
ss 
ce ee eo Pe 


ate me = 
~s * 
as 8 


= 
—_ 


cnet 


era 
a es 


te 
ae 
3 


SS 


= : —_ - 
ee 


~~ 
See Be 


a foe 4 


ee 
— 


= 


| Sa 


386 


were true, the framers of the Report 
possessed peculiar advantages for as- 
certaining ; since they resided in one 
ofthe most favourable districts in the 
kingdom for that purpose, as you may 
learn from their own statement in the 
tollowing passage. 

“Phat the public call upon us for 
the supply of Bibles and Testaments 
should be comparatively small in the 
town and neighbourhood of Henley, 
ata time when sucha general distri- 
bution of the holy Scriptures has 
taken place, can create no surprise ; 
the wants of the poor have been more 
than anticifiated, and the sufifily may 
almost be sutd to have exceeded the de- 
mand.” Here then was a district 
where, if the opinion of these gentle- 
men were correct, the advance of 
blasphemy must have been most dar- 
ing and rapid: here we might have 
expected that infidelity ~would have 
shewn its boldest front; here we might 
have lmagined that the whole popula- 
tion would have been Contaminated 
almost beyond hope of remedy ; and 
that, so fur fromm possessing an attach- 
mentto the Established Church, they 
would scarcely retain a single reli- 
vious feeling. The very next sen- 
tence of the Henley Report shall in- 
form you of the dismal effects which 
have been produced in this district 
by the labours of the Bible Socicty. 
“It is therefure with the sincerest 
satisfaction we report, that the unin- 
fluenced and eager applications for 
the Book of Common Prayer, by the 
puor of every age and description 


y 


afurd a ground for the consolatory as- 
suraice, that the blessings and advan- 
feges of the established religion are not 
wndervalucd by the lower orders in this 
Abourhood 3 nor their attachment to 
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the communion tin which they were born 
fuhkaired bu that presumptuous licence 
if opintun which now so unhappily pre 
wails.” 

is it not, then, sir, most extraordi- 
bury, thal any individuals could reject 
the evidence of such facts as are here 
recorded against a proposition so ree 
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the tendency of reading the pure un. 
adulterated word of God was to lead 
the simple uneducated man to blas. 
pheme His name, to deny the authori. 
ty of His revelation, and almost to 
doubt his existence? Surely that pre. 
judice must be powerful indeed, 
which could have the effect of so 
blinding their intellectual organs, that 
they were unable to discover the pal- 
pable contradiction given in their own 
Report to their insinuations. Is it 
not strange, that they were not ra- 
ther led, with all humility and thank. 
fulness, to advert to the frrovidentia! 
coincidence, that, when the flood gates 
of infidelity were opened on the land, 
an additional society, which has dis- 
tributed, according to the last Report, 
two million five hundred and fifty thou- 
sand Bibles and Testaments, should 
have been raised to check the pro- 
eress of its devastations ?* 

In my observations upon this truly 
singular Report, it has been my wish 


* IT am here forcibly reminded of the fol- 
lowing statements of the Bishop of Glouces- 
ter, at the recent anniversary of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, in allusion to the 
late atrocious conspiracy. 


‘May I be permitted,” remarked his 
lordship, ** to dwell, for a short time, on the 
subject of the enemies of this cause ; and on 
an occurrence, which has excited the atten- 
tion, not only of every statesman, but of eve- 
ry Christian and every subject in the realm, 
tu the perpetration of a crime which I will 
not Mentivn ? 


« What has been the principle chiefly ap- 
parentin the leaders of this design ?— Hatred 
of the Bible, of its restraints and injunc- 
tions, wherever that hatred could be avow- 
ed; or a most entire perversion of its pre- 
cepts, when these men could not venture to 
avow a hatred of the Bible itself. Ibappen 
to know, from undoubted authority, that 
every one of these individuals had, previous- 
ly to the commission of the crime, avowedly 
renounced his faith in the Scriptures. They 
fund in those Scriptures a declared oppos'- 
tion to their principles and practices, a0 
therefore they renounced the Bible! 


‘tr has been seen, ina variety of circum: 
stances, during the past year, that the ent: 
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to consider the gentlemen whose 
names are signed to it, as alone re- 
sponsible for its contents; for,although 
it purports to proceed from the Dis- 
trict Committee, I cannot believe that 
several of its members would ever 
have agreed to sanction opinions so 
objectionable, and so diametrically 
opposite to those which, as I am well 
convinced, they hold.—In the list of 
the Vice-Presidents, I observe the 
names of at least five gentlemen, who 
are among the most strenuous and 
steady advocates of the Bible Society ; 
and among the Committee are the 
excellent and respectable Rector and 
Curate of Henley—the former of 
whom is a Vice-President, and the 
latter one of the Secretaries, of the 
Henley Auxiliary in aid of that insti- 
tution. But although I desire expli- 
citly to be understood not to charge 
these and other individuals, of whose 
sentiments | am not so well aware, 
with holding the opinions to which 
] have objected, it is yet to be feared 
that many whoare unacquaintedwith 
the parties will be apt to identify them 
with the framers of the Report. I 
trust, therefore, that they will not al- 
low future reports of the committee 
to be made the organ of attack upon 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, 


mies of religion have, in their spirit and 
conduct, borne unwilling testimony to the 
truth of the Scriptures; while these Scrip- 
tures have been revered and defended, by 
the resisters of faction, and the decided 
friends of the laws of their country. Well, 
then, my lord, may we, amidst whatever 
trials we may meet with, call to mind this 
reflection and be comforted.” 


The Earl of Harrowby also, whose abode 
vas to have been the scene of that direful 
catastrophe, and who therefore of ail men 
Would have least cause to patronize the Bi- 
ble Society, if it had any tendency to lead to 
that infidel and blasphemous spirit which is 
So intimately connected with the recent 
plans of revolution and murder, delivered 
his sentiments at the same meeting in per- 
— coincidence with those of fiis honoura- 
4¢ and right reverend brother. 
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without at least entering their protest 
against such a practice ; and that in 
every instance the members of Dis- 
trict Committees will be well satisfied 
of the candour, liberality, and discre- 
tion of those gentlemen who muy be 
requested to draw up their reports, 
before they place in them a conh- 
dence so implicit as may be injurious 
to their own reputation, as well as to 
the venerable Society in Bartlett's 
Buildings ; in the prosperity of which 
no one takes a more lively interest 
than 
Your’s, &c. 
A CLERICAL MEMBER OF THE SO- 
CIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRIS- 


TIAN KNOV LEDGE, but not of 


the HENLEY DISTRICT COM- 
MITTEE. 
— 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer, 
Your correspondent H. G. in your 
Number for April (page 242) was, I 
think, perfectly correct in his inter- 
pretation of the Rubric, respecting 
the service for the 30th of January. 
There can be little doubt that the 
comma is incorrectly placed, when it 
is made so to divide the sentence as 
to intimate that the service is to be 
on the Sunday and the fast on tlie 
Monday. The Rubric was originally 
as follows: “ Jf this day should hafi- 
fren to be Sunday, this form of service 
shall be used the next day following.” 
The words, ‘and the fast kept,’ were 
introduced long after, and apparently 
without any intention of altering the 
sense of the original injunction. Your 
correspondent has punctuated the 
sentence correctly : “If this day Shall 
happen to be Sunday, this forin of 
prayer shall be used and the fast kept 
the next day following.” = Many 
Prayer-books incorrectly insert a 
comma after “used,” which has ad- 
ded to theambiguity. I have under- 
stood, however, thatinarecent church 
edition this typographical mistake is 


™, 


corrected. I’. ¥. 
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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Thoughts suited to the present Crisis ; perpetuate the principles of the Gos. 
being an Appeal for the Scriptures, pel, but to preserve unimpaired tha: 
the Poor,and the National Schools; pure spirit of charity, without which 
in Three Sermons. By the Rev.C. even faith 1s unprofitable and hope 
J. Hoare, A. M. 8vo. pp. 118. delusive? These are the triumphs 
London: Hatchard and Son. 1820. of that little band of martyrs, whose 

names are associated with the early 
history of our reformed and Protes. 
tant church, and who will ever live 
in the grateful recollection of her 
children. 

Had the spirit of our reformers 
been generally prevalent at the resto. 
ration of Charles II. something, per- 
haps, might have been attempted to 
remedy the evils arising from the pav- 
city of religious instructers, and the 
wantof a good national system of edu- 
cation. But, notwithstanding the tre- 


‘¢TuHrReEE measures,” observes Mr. 
Southey,* ‘“* were required for com- 
pleting the Reformation in England : 
that the condition of the inferior cler- 
ey should be improved ; that the num- 
ber of religious instructers should be 
rreatly increased ; and that a system 
of parochial education should be es- 
tablished and vigilantly upheld.— 
These measures could only be effect- 
ed by the legislature. A fourth thing 
was needful ;—that the clergy should ‘aa ag? 
be awakened to an active discharge (ous lessons of the civil wars, and 
of their duty ; and this was not within we guienie dP abangen was then effect. 
the power of legislation.”” The Re- ed of our religious snd political — 
formation was commenced and car- ‘tions, the people of this country 
ried forward under circumstances of “STS BO yet prepares to profit fully 
peculiar difficulty ; and, however we by ani wee scl and, —— 
may lament that such of these objects os vA ne re ee % 
as come within the scope of positive he Set: Seen aati. against fa- 
enactment were, in the tumult of the P&Ucs™ and rebellion is the early im. 
times and the vaciliation of the public promatson of sound mors and 0 
councils, overlooked or neglected, no gious principles, the subject itself ap- 
no imputation is on this account in- pears never to have excited attention 


in any degree proporti its vast 
tended to be cast upon the memory in any degree proportioned to! 


importance. It seemec if another 
of those venerable men by whom, P ] ed as 


; ; European convulsion were necessary 
under the blessing of God, that great ‘a ate Sunt the ommnecdelen olner- 
work was achieved. Their wisdom 


Peps ies of the friends of order and reli: 

was no less eminent than their piety ; S .- ¢ ‘ ~ 

im nial gion—as if infidelity, no less than 

and, instead of repining that they left oe : ead 

." ‘ fanaticism, must obtain a temporary 

any thing unaccomplished, it should . ; ‘ ff 

. was : ' triumph—before we could fecl sulh- 
be a never-failing subject of admira- 


. ; ciently impressed with the necessily 
tion and gratitude that their labours . P ' 


of training up the children of ov! 

were soubundantly blessed. In what country inch . ‘ture and admonition 
oe al y e nurture and adm 

ace of the world, since the very days 
EET Reale “ of the Lord. 
of primitive Christianity, can we point Wien sees the tome el 
to a church so apostolical in its con- Pees line blic feeling: 
titution; so happily remote frem the ne eee ehenge e Gee ers 
SB) . at , ’ . - e are 
_ hier + Mite . on the subject of education, ale 
extremes of coldness and fanaticism ; ailcatiiy: iatincndinks neil ak gale 
so admirably formed { erely | JAI umerou 
so eGmiradty iormea, nol merely to Linds Among the foremost we 
are inclined to enumerate the com: 
5. motion raised in the public mine 
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by the atrocities of the French Re- 
volution; the late portentous war— 
a war which touched, in some way, 
the feelings of almost every indivi- 
dual who had any regard for the 
welfare of his country, or was ca- 
pable of being interested by the 
great movements of the world; the 
pestilent publications of the day, 
which, inhaming the corrupt pas- 
sions of men, required a powerful 
corrective ; the increasing wealth 
and commerce of the country, de- 
manding and diffusing at the same 
time an enlargement of knowledge ; 
the augmented facility of obtaining 
newspapers, which at once excited 
curiosity and afforded the means 
of gratifying it; the benevolence 
of individuals; the influence of re- 
ligious societies; the encourage- 
ment afforded by the sovereign ; 
the growing conviction, on the part 
of unprejudiced men, that the in- 
crease of crime and pauperism 
could only be effectually repressed 
by a judicious system of Christian 
education ; the increased zeal of the 
clergy of the establishment, and of 
ihe ministers of other denominations; 
the consequent extension of religi- 
ous light and true Christian charity 
among all classes of the community ; 
and even the conflicting interests of 
sects and parties ;—all these and 
many other causes conspired to kin- 
dle the desire of the lower orders for 
instruction, and induced the classes 
above them to forward that object. 
Uhe friends of religion, and order, 
and human happiness were of opin- 
ion that they could in no way better 
accomplish their laudable designs 
than by affording to the needy the 
Ylessings of education. Persons of 
an Opposite description expected, by 
somewhat similar means, to forward 
their own favourite” plans. The 
Churchman was convinced that igno- 
‘ance is not the true parent of de- 
votion, and that a good religious es- 
lablishment is never so secure as 
when its character and principles are 
most clearly understood. The Dis- 


senter argued in the same manner 
respecting his own system. Thus it 
has happened, by the natural progress 
of events, by the collision of inte- 
rests, by the benevolent projects of 
the good, and by the schemes of the 
designing, that all orders of men 
have united to approve and promote, 
in some form or other, the cause of 
general education. 

The impulse has now been given, 
and no human power can arrest it. 
The great question, therefore, is, By 
what mode can instruction be best 
imparted so as to secure the high in- 
terests oforderand religion ? Whilst 
we are communicating knowledge, 
how shall we guard against the evils, 
which, in ill-regulated minds, too of: 
ten follow in its train ? 

The answer undoubtedly is, By an 
education essentially founded upen 
the holy Scriptures. If any one has 
entertained a doubt, either upon this 
point, or on the general question of 
the education of the poor, the Three 
Sermons of Mr. Hoare are calculated 
to afford him the satisfaction which 
he seeks. 

The immediate cause of their 
publication was the awful aspect of 
thetimes. The author seems to have 
felt, and we heartily concur with him, 
that, in days like the present, it is the 
especial duty of the ministers of the 
Church of England to stand forward 
in defence of their common religion, 
and of the establishments of their 
country. These are not times in 
which the advocates of loyalty and 
truth are to hide themselves in s.- 
lence : aseriousresponsibility is im- 
posed upon them ; and, if they shrink 
from their post, what is to become, 
not merely of the towers and bui- 
warks of their Zion, but of the very 
altar of their sanctuary, and the 
flame which burnsthere? Theyare 
to contend, however, in the spirit of 
Christianity; and to this circum- 
stance we attach considerable impor- 
tance. The understandings of men 
are not to be convinced by reviling, 
but by argument: itis not afew com- 
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mon-place censures levelled at the 
enemies of religion and loyalty, nora 
few hackneyed and vaunting phrases 
of panegyric upon the church, which 
will swell the ranks of the peaceful 
and the deyout. These expedients 
are neither calculated to make con- 
verts nor to prevent secession ; they 
are but the vapid effusions of com- 
mon-place minds, and are as little 
allied to genius and talent as to the 
spirit of religion. 

Mr. Hoare stands upon higher 
ground. With adeep sense of the 
value of the national schools, as con- 
nected with the best interests of the 
church and the dearest hopes of his 
country, he sets himself to the expo- 
sition of his views in the spirit of a 
Christian, and with the legitimate 
weapons of reason and argument. 
The national system of education is 
essentially founded upon the holy 
Scriptures : its design is to instruct 
the young in the lessons of inspira- 
tion ; and, as their understandings 
open, to pre-occupy their tender 
minds with the pure doctrines and 
precepts of the word of God; thus 
guarding them, at the most favour- 
able season, against the temptations 
of life,and qualifying them, as they 
advance in years, to derive from the 
services of our church the full bene- 
fit which they are suited to convey. 
The value of this system must evi- 
dently depend upon the excellence 
of the Scriptures, and their adapta. 
tion to the state of the poor ; if these 
points can be satisfactorily establish- 
ed, the importance of the national 
schools will be scen and acknowledg- 
ed, and the defender of them will 
plant his feet upon a rock from 
which it is impossible to move him. 

This is the general outline of the 
argument which Mr. Hoare has pro- 
posed Lo develop in the sermons be- 
fore us. The first discourse proves 
the authority and excellence of the 
Scriptures; the second the adapta- 
tion of them to the capacity and 


[June, 


wants of the poor; and the third, 
their value as the basis of national 
education. These several subjects 
are treated throughout in a manner 
calculated not only to satisfy every 
unprejudiced mind, but to carry con. 
viction to all, who are not absolutely 
proof against reason and argument. 

The first sermon, **On the Au. 
thority and Excellence of the holy 
Scriptures,” is from Deut. vi. 6, 
** These words, which I command thee 
this day, shall be in thine heart :» 
and the preacher grounds his con- 
clusion on the following considera. 
tions ;-—because they come to us as 
from God; because they contain 
that which 1s most suitable and be- 
neficial to men; and because they 
will bear a comparison with all the 
efforts of the highest reason, The 
passage subjoined belongs to the se- 
cond of these points. We extract 
it, not as among the most argumen- 
tative parts of the discourse, but as 
one which appeals forcibly to the 
heart and feelings of every indivi- 
dual. 


‘But, more particularly, are we crea- 
tures of many peculiar wants, of the keen- 
est mental sensibilities, of the highest mo- 
ral accountableness ? We observe, in the 
doctrines of Scripture, all that is worthy of 
the most beneficent Father of mankind,— 
all that is suited to our most urgent cir- 
cumstances of moral and spiritual need. 
In these doctrines we are addressed in our 
just and proper character, as SINNERS. 
‘We are there considered as suffering for 
our sins, and as requiring a remedy beyond 
the reach of human aid, We are offered 
succours for our manifold weakness, a balm 
for our numberless woes, the pardon of all 
our transgressions, and a hope beyond the 
grave. These are the great points, corres: 
ponding to the most true circumstances of 
our nature, on which the soul of man, smit- 
ten with sorraw and with sin, would love to 
dwell; and it is to such that, in the mex- 
pressibly healing and consoling accents © 
the Gospel, it is pronounced, ‘ Come unto 
me, and I will give you rest.’ It was not, 
indeed, amidst the thunders of Mount Si- 
nal, that these accents of mercy could he 
fully heard: nor in the darkness of that 


- © WR =e 


| |) ae Tl cae Endl on tin a> Tn ao all’ el ee OE eo ( ,  - 


ss 
4 


3 orve 


r 


cr 
le, 


fai 
trg 
m 
we 
wh 
rar 
us 
the 
wh 
anc 


evi 











- 


, te 


1820. | Review of Hoare’s Thoughts on the present Crisis. 391 


first dispensation did the clear light of 
grace and truth display its brightness to the 
soul. Then was the period of types and 
shadows: and the wisdom of God, that 
‘ wisdom which was kept secret from ages 
and generations,’ was fur atime hid in a 
mysterious gloom. Then were men in. 
structed in their guilt, and ignorance, and 
danger ; and ‘ tlie Law was our school- 
master, to bring us unto Christ.’ But ‘the 
darkness is past, and the true light now 
shineth.? * Life and immortality have been 
brought to light by the Gospel.’ Evevy 
preparatory dispensation, for the benefit of 
man, found at length its full completion ¢ in 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ In His death appeared the appro- 
priate sacrifice for the sin of man—that 
sin, which had been so long the subject of 
unavailing complaint among the wise and 

good of every age. In His life were found 
both our guide, and our encouragement to 

newness of heart and conduct. His resur- 

rection from the dead afforded us the surest 
pledge of our own return from the dust of 
death. Finally, in his triamphant ascea- 

sion to Heaven we behold—yes, sinful man 

beholds!—the Intercessor, gone to plead 

for him ; the Champion, able and willing to 

arm and to assist him in his spiritual con- 

flicts ; the Forerunner, preparing for him 

a place in heavenly mansions; the final 

Dispenser of ‘ eternal salvation to a!l them 

that obey him.’ 


“Shall we not for ever deem this amaz- 
ing scheme of mercy and beneficence to 
man *‘ worthy indeed of all men to be re- 
ceived?? Shall we not chide our tardy 
bands and cold hearts, that they do not 
more eagerly embrace it? Shall we not 
open the hallowed page of Scripture, and 
gladden our eyes with the provisions here 
contained ; with every thing that is most 
suited to the actual wants, and the suffering 
condition of our fallen nature? Are we 
creatures ? Here let us seek the know- 
ledge of our Creator. Are we sinners? 
Let this heavenly conductor lead ns by 
faith to our Almighty Redeemer. Are we 
frail?) Let it teach us our only and our 
most effectual Comforter and Guide. Are 
we endowed with an understanding mind, 
which distinguishes us from every other 
rank of being in this lower world? Let 
us here learn to use, for the Creator’s glory, 
those powers which He hath given us, with 
Which be has qualified us for his service, 
and which we know sball survive the rains 
ofthe grave. Ina word, Are we persons 
evidently passing through a short, but 





eventful probationary state? Let us learn, 
as from the lips of God, the end of that 
State, the issue of that probation: let us 
study, by this help, our manifold duties in 
every state and stage of life, as young or 
old, as rich or poor, as placed alone, or as 
members of society, of communities, of fa- 
milies : let us seek here the redress of our 
ever-varying errors, the solution of our 
most important doubts, the unfolding of our 
most inexplicable perplexities, the healing 
of our most incurable woes. Happy surely 
is that man, whose heartfelt confession is, 
in the language of inspiration, ‘Thy word 
is alight unto my feet, and alamp unto my 
path '’—whose full opinion is in harmony 
with those other strains of the devout 
Psalmist of Israel, ‘ Therefore I esteem 
thy precept concerning all things to be 
right, and I hate every false way !’—and 
who can heartily subscribe to the sublime 
conclusion, ‘ I have seen an end of all per- 
fection; but ruy commandment is exceed- 
ing broad !?” pp, 9—12. 


The text of the second discourse 
is that appropriate declaration of our 
Lord, “ Zo the pfroor the Gosfiel is 
preached ;’* and its chief object is to 
establish the fact, that the Scriptures 
are adapted in a remarkable manner 
both to the condition and capacity of 
the poor. This position is substan- 
tiated both from the style and man- 
ner of their composition, which are 
plain, forcible, and affectionate, and 
also from the consolatory and moral 
nature of their several contents, and 
the peculiar mode of their delivery 
to the world. 

It has been much the fashion of 
late years to represent the holy 
Scriptures as peculiarly dark and 
hard to be understood ; and so fa: 
has this notion been carried in some 
instances, as to imply at least a doubt 
whether the word of unerring wis- 
dom be not of itself quite as Nkely 
to lead men into error as to guide 
them to the knowledge of the truth. 
That there should be nothing dark, 
nothing mysierious in the revelation 
of God ;--a revelation which treats 
of such high matters as the perlec- 
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tions of the Supreme Being, the mo- rior wisdom, that the same doctrines should ' 
ral government of the world, the in- pepe 90 ca and faith of the high. 
carnation of the eternal Son of the ©**° Se ea ae aa which serve 
F ; to interest and inform the minds of the c 
ather, the influence of the Holy jowest. 
Spirit, the resurrection from the : 
dead, the day of judgment, the con- _—“* Nor is it a quality which precludes the 
dition of the spiritual world ;-—and snags | — The page m1 Inspira. : 
. ion, read with a curious, proud, or per. S 
that all these things should be level : co. a ’ Bek. 
vis: Aieilints enna = di verted eye, will afford, as it unhappily has t 
D nding, 1s a propO- done in all ages of the Christian church, 4 
sition which no reasonable being was room for the most vain, and worse than 
evcr found to maintain, and which, if vain, speculations ; for the most fatal delu- 
it could be established, might even sees = most deplorable hag 
. ° , ° ese, however, are owing not so much to c 
ro far nvalida , poet 
5 . to invalid te the authority of the nature of the Scriptures as to that cor. ¥ 
Revelation. But if we should there. ruption of human nature which they have ‘ 
fore argue that all things contained themselves so well portrayed ; a corrup. 
in the Book of Inspiration are mys- tion perverting what is most easy, and mis. 
terious, and hard to be understood; ¥8!9g what is most profitable. : 
that the Scri v r , _ :, 
ineemeitd “ tage . yao ? ‘* The plainness of Scripture is such as y 
Mcapadie, through the ordinary IM- to apply itself'to a plain, unsophisticated a1 
‘uence of the blessed Spirit, of con- understanding. It is that which exactly 4 
veying to the humble inquirer the suits the posture of mind before described, i 
knowledge which is necessary to his ne nasa apan api. and which o 
: : ; ophet Isaiah, in the passage correspond- 
present é . ; : 
i ate —— hog everlasting ing to the text, has designated by the a 
salvation; we should ¢crr quite as term‘ meek.? To the ‘poor in spirit,’ and ar 
widely in the opposite extreme. the ‘meek of heart,’ bearing in these res- pt 
The Subject is taken up by Mr. pects some faint resemblance of Him who a 
Hoare in its true scriptural light ; is both ‘the author and finisher of their ' 
and this, we think, is the ground on faith,’ the Sacred Record will be found, ~$ 
‘aides ies abl ’ ¢ Se \ upon all essential and fundamental poinis, Li 
, } reasonable MEN OF all ClaSSES, plain in its language and obvious in its m 
if the violence of party spirit could meaning. Reading it in such a disposition ol 
he subdued, would be found even- of mind, the fittest surely for the reception ; 
tually to mect. of a Divine Revelation, how simple do we es 
i We a ¢ find it in the details of its most astonishing 10 
, : : . . . ! PDEES ¢ ' 
ie “In plainness, the Book of Inspiration wintories ; now a tr ie - 
: may challenge a comparison with any vo- rete ok eae oe ae ij eet 
ty lume ever composed, of equal length and ‘ . _ Rate ag wr * ers yen ‘ 
i fs variety of matter, upon whatever subject. retee ae $0 nn? ut “a Boer tw: 
‘! it is well described in its own familiar Lane eee ee ee eat wae Scie ae 
cuage: * The way-faring men, though fools, © sat ys tren gyre psc sag ~~ stolic “ 
2 shall not err therein.’ * Write the vision, ys 4 Sane ‘2 Me rege ye 3 a, yl 
bE and make it plain, that he may run that Coctrines, Oe ee “9 
i eae eg of the most condescending though Heaven- he : 
pe ly instruction. In every situation of lic, Ta 
Read ‘* [his plataness of Scripture, so neces- — find something which eso ogee ace 
See: sury in instructions provided for general our business and bosoms ; somet ng fl wid 
GE use, does not inelude any thing of mean- takes us, as it were, individually away * : pur 
et a f hess or poverty in its structure. It by no the multitudes which surround us, anc = tind 
 hilak - adit: isp ——— ag - = . 4 i ‘ase fat 
ih ers bg ‘neans supersedes the instruction of a di- ee a — — aa ae wie ac se 
pe. vinely appointed church, nor the gracious oe wit eg ree die pre yess want “~ 
ite ufluences of that Divine Spirit, ‘without Deen Minutely consulted, ues iy oh aot) = 
a “hom nothing is strong, nothing is holy.’ rego, ie ots aaa ie 
Aw It does not imply, that the doctrines of In- ye ag aS pee to Some nn ‘Gnd know aoe 
‘ie spiration exhibit nothing of ‘length, or — “ge ge - aie waniea 3 - 
breadth, or height, or depth,’ worthy of the “©°3® PP. TET6. ' 


infinite nature of that Being from whom 
they have been all derived. It has been 
ruquestionably within the plan of His supe- 


In the third discourse, on the 


value of the Scriptures as the basis 
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of national education, we have many 
valuable remarks tending to establish 
the necessity, as wellas the propriety, 
of communicating to the young the 
blessings of scriptural instruction, 
The principal objections usually ad- 
vanced against the plan are briefly 
stated, and candidly discussed: and 
the reasoning, 1n support of a general 
attempt to improve the intellectual 
and moral condition of the lower as 
well as the higher Classes, is perfectly 
conclusive. It is admitted indeed, that 
we have recently witnessed a conside- 
rable increase of depravity, especially 
among young persons in populous 
towns; that juvenile offenders have 
been, Within the last three or four 
years, humerous beyond allexample ; 
and that we have scarcely begun to 
shake off the apprehension of seditious 
commotions. But to ascribe these 
evils to the means which have been 
adopted to extend useful knowledge, 
and especially religious and moral Im- 
provement, is to betray an extraordi- 
nary degree of ignorance of the rela- 
tion of cause and effect. Bishop 
Latimer intimates, that in the judg- 
ment of some persons, the rebellion 
of 1549 was owing to his sermons 
ugainst covetousnéss: but we would 
hope that such reasoners belonged 
oily to the times of King Edward VL. 


“T would ask,” says Mr. Hoare, * these 
two questions :—Is it possible, in the very 
nature of things, that any attempts mace of 
lve years to enlighten the public mind, and 
particularly to offer instruction to youth on 
the grand principles of holy Scripture, can 
he amongst the causes of that apostacy? Is 
i not, on the contrary, to be hoped, that in 
proportion as those principles shall be more 
widely disseminated and received in all their 
purity, the evils of which we complain shall 
find their legitimate and effectual remedy. 


“In reply to these questions, I cannot but 
say, inthe first instance, that it is the great- 
est of all mistakes to confound the causes of 
evil with its accompaniments or consequences ; 
ory in other words, to suppose, because our 
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present departure from good has been at- 
tended with a superior eniargement of mind, 
or been followed by many attempts to give 
that enlargement a right application, that 
ther: fore light and instruction (hemselves are 
to be charged, as in part at least, the authors 
of the mischief. It has pleased the All-wise 
Disposer to permit a series uf events, of late, 
to take place, which have of themselves 
tended to anew and untried state of things. 
He who does nothing in vain, and makes 
even ‘the wrath of men to praise him,’ 
seems, in the midst of unheard-of trials and 
vicissitudes, to have called mankind from 
their former state of comparative indiffer. 
ence and inactivity ; and to have forced them 
into reflection, and feeling, and exertion. Ia 
following this call, it is not to be questioned, 

but the human mind has passed through a 

mighty change: and no wonder if, by a 
neglect of those right and sound principles, 

which God has furnished for its control, it 

may have taken the turn of a licentious and 

ungoverned freedom. Distress has been 

added to other causes of disorder: tempta- 

tions, and the opportunities for mischief, 

have abounded on every side: and it is not 

to be denied, that the depravity of man has 

seemed to triumph over ‘the goodness and 

the severity of God. Here, then, has been 

the true cause of our present circumstances ; 
and the improvement of the human mind, 
and the various attempts made by true be- 

nevolence and an enlightened patriotism for 
its reformation, have been but the conse- 
quences—shiall 1 not say, the Sappy conse- 
quences ?—~of the disorder complained of. 


“Tsay, the consequences; for it is to this 
point I would most particularly draw the 
attention of every reflecting mind. I would 
observe, that our present disorders were, iin 
their principle, prior to our present endea- 
vors to reform and correct them. If too 
little success has hitherto attended the wish- 
es and the labours of the best friends of so- 
cial order, it may be because the poison js 
of too virulent a nature to be speedily coun- 
teracted ; or because the remedy has not yet 
been applied to a sufficient extent; or be- 
cause some errors may have crept into the 
mode of administering the cure. But ta 
suppose, for a moment, that to improve the 
human understanding, and to give it the 
appropriate food of moral and religious in- 
struction, can of itself conduce to augment 
and to aggravate what it is intended to re- 
move, is to advance a position which may 
suit with indolence, or total inconsideration, 
but which denies and invalidates our very 
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first notions of connexion between cause and 
effect. It were as much as to deny, that the 
sun has power to fructily, or the rain to re- 
fresh our fields, because some unkindly in- 
fluences intercept their benefit; or some 
rugged soils resist, for a time, every art of 
cultivation. Shall bad harvests, or barren 
furrows, for ever check the labours of the 
husbandman? And shall the disappointed 
hopes—iet us rather say, the impatient de- 
sires—of the eager philanthropist, pro- 
nounce, from their delayed fulfilment, the 
inadequacy or the dangers of seund serip- 
tural instruction? No! ‘let God be true, 
and every mana lhar.? Let us most rigidly 
and conscientiously distinguish between the 
wisdom of Divinely appointed means, and 
the opposition arising from the passions, or 
perverseness of man. Let us who are Chris- 
tians im more than in name, see, in the prin- 
ciples of our belief, the best, the truest, and 
(if we await in patience the event) the surest 
remedy of every moralevil. Let us believe, 
and confidently act upon the dictates of in- 
fallible truth :—* The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul: the testimony 
of the Lord is sure, making wise the sim- 
ple: the statutes of the Lord are right, re- 
joicing the heart: the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, ealizhtening the eyes: the 
fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever : 
the judgments of the Lord ave true and righ. 
teous altogether. Moreover, by them is thy 
servant warned; and in keeping of them 
there is great reward.’ ”? pp. 76—79 


In delivering our opinion briefly of 
these discourses, we have no difficulty 
in ranking them among the best 
woich have issued from the press 
Upon this important subject. The 
principles uniformly maintained in 
them are the genuine principles of 
the wotd of God: and they are enforc- 
ed with a strenpth of reasoning, and 
an impressive earnestness of manner, 
calculated to give them their full 
effect. The main object of the preach- 
er, as it rezards the national schools, 
is never forgotten; but, in carrying 
forward his desien he has introduced 
so mtich valuable matter of a general 
nature, apd so happily interwoven with 
his scheme the great points of Chris- 
ian fuith and Christian practice, that 
they can scarcely fail to be welcome 
to every class of readers who are Ca- 
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pable of comprehending the argu. 
ment, and have any taste for the words 
of truth and soberness. If they ap- 
pear to be addressed rather to the 
higher than the lower classes of g0- 
ciety, ‘*they are so,” as Mr. Hoare 
tells us in his preface, “ under the 
conviction that times like the presen: 
impressively demand the attention of 
the higher orders to the grand prin. 
ciples of the Christian faith, as the 
surest if not the only method of jn- 
stilling them into the inferior orders, 
at once by the force of example, and 
by the diligent pursuit of those means 
which will then be felt to be necessa- 
ry for their instruction. Strongly to 
feel the value of the Christian sysiem, 
will most effectually lead to strenuous 
endeavours for its promulgation.” To 
the justice of this observation we rea- 
dily subscribe: and as we think that 
these discourses are admirably calcu- 
lated to produce that effect, we trust 
that they will thus, through the Divine 
blessing, prove beneficial to mulii- 
tudes among the poor also, by con- 
vincing their superiors of the real 
excellence of Christian truth, and of 
their obligation, in conformity with 
the sacred principles of Christian 
charity, to diffuse its influence as ex- 
tensively as possible. 


~~ ie 


A Letter repfectfully. addressed to hie 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
on occusion of the Death of her late 
lamented Majesty. By Lystas. 
London: Rivington. 1819. pp. 20. 

We glanced over this pamphlet with 

much pleasure when it first appeared; 

but laid it by, with many other of the 
numerous publications which issue 
from the prolific press of these king- 
doms, not a fiftieth part of which, nor 

a tithe even of those which have merit, 

have we it in our power to notice, ex- 

cept perhaps in the meagre acknow- 
ledgment of a “ List of New Publica- 

tions.” The importance, however; 0 
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the subject of this truly “ respectful” 
and weil written letter to his present 
majesty, on occasion of the death of 
the late queen, has induced us, upon 
re-perusal, to bring it before our 
readers, thinking as we do that the 
more correctly both the court and the 
public at large learn to feel and act 
upon the important topics to which it 
calls our attention, the more stable 
will be the foundations of national wel- 
fare, and the more marked the favour 
of Almighty God, 

We trust none of our readers will 
have supposed from the title of this 
letter, that it relates to certain painful 
occurrences, of which we have lately 
heard too much; or that we have se- 
lected it with a view to agitate ques- 
tions which we could fervently have 
wished had never passed the precincts 
of select family and confidential inter- 
course. If any of our readers should 
have surmised such an idea, they will 
be happy to be relieved from their 
embarrassment by being apprised that 
the object of Lysias is simply to re- 
present the high importance of main- 
taining at court that conspicuous pu- 
rity and decorum, which characterized 
the reign of George the Third, and 
which have justly called forth a large 
tribute of national acknowledgment to 
the Jate King and Queen, and particu- 
larly to the latter, as being more im- 
mediately the guardian of the honour 
of her own sex, for her mode of re- 
culating their admission to her royal 
presence. 

The author commences his letter 
with a few prefatory paragraphs, in- 
tended to shew, that far from being an 
enemy to his royal highness, he had 
observed with.no ordinary satisfaction, 
his exemplary and decisive conduct 
on two most important occasions, each 
of which might be considered a crisis 
in the life of that illustrious person- 
ege,and from which the author con- 
fdently augurs an equally laudable 
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decision under the new circumstances 
in which the death of the late queen 
had placed his court, 

The first of the occasions alluded 
to, was in the year 1792, at the time 
when the effects of the full develop- 
ment of the French Revolution were 
felt in every country in Europe ; and 
when in England, in particular, a fear- 
ful licence of sentiment znd language 
too widely prevailed, and seemed to 
derive countenance from the conduct 
of the opposition party in parliament, 
who censured the seditious proceed. 
ings of the day in language so measur- 
ed and complacent as perhaps served 


indirectly to encourage it, while they 


scrupled-notto condemn the measures 
of government with unmitigated se- 
verily. 


* With the leaders of this party,” remarks 
Lysias, “circumstances had early led your 
Royal Highness to form close habits of con- 
nexion and confidence. They were men of 
brilliant parts and acquirements; of social 
qualifications in the highest degree rich and 
various : they had frankness, kindness, and 
generosity,—at least, thev had these quali- 
ties in that form and degree, in which they 
are rather accomplishments than virtues. 
They were furnished, at the same time, with 
such powers of dexterous argument and im- 
posing eloquence, as enabled them to recom- 
mend the most questionable opinions, and to 
‘perplex and dash maturest counsels,’ Con- 
sidering the influence which the habits of 
companionship with a society like this, could 
not fail to produce on a youthful, an ardent, 
and an ingenuous.mind, it might surely have 
been feared that your Royal Highness would 
insensibly be led into a greater tolerance of 
French principles than was desirable; nor 
would it have been surprising if, in such 
circumstances, the Prince of Wales had 
been betrayed into a fault, of which more 
than one example was furnished by crowned 
and coroneted heads of far maturer years 
and under far less seduction. : 

‘In fact, this was feared ; but, asthe event 
proved, without foundation. In the debate 
which took place in the House of Lords, 
on the Sist May, 1792, respecting the 
King’s Proclamation against seditious writ- 
ings, your Royal Highness, availing your- 
self, for the first time, of your privilege as 
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a peer of Parliament, pronounced a speech 
cordially approving the measures to which 
the government had recourse for the preser- 
vation of the public peace and welfare ; and 
exiibiting, in admirable union with a con- 
stitutional regard for the liberties of the 
subject, a decided reprobation of the princi- 
ples, practices, and purposes, of revolution- 
ary France. That speech gave a lively 
satisfaction to the country’s truest friends.” 
pp. 6—S. 


The second occasion alluded to, was 
when his majesty was called upon to 
assume the reins of government as 
Regent. His retaining bis father’s 
n. uisters, parucularly Mr. Perceval, 
who had arranged and recommended 
the restrictions on his authority as 
Regent, and this too after those re- 
strictions had expired, was, as Lysias 
justly remarks, an @ra ip his majes- 
ty’slife. It virtually gave his royal 
sanction to those views of national 
policy which had saved the country 
in its deepest depression, and have 
since raised it to an unexampled 
height among the community of na- 
tions; views, however, which were 
in direct opposition to those cf his 
majesty’s eily advisers, end which, 
under all the circumstances of the 
cause, it must bave required conside- 
rable firmness to avow, 

Having thus ** paid his court” in a 
manner both judicious and dignified, 
our author proceeds to state the im. 
mediate business which had induced 
him to solicit an audience. 


“tT have already referred to the important 
services of her late lamented majesty, as the 
uniform and judicious guardian of our pub- 
He manners. There can be no doubt that 
her character in this point of view, is fully 
appreciated—that it is venerated—that it is 
cherished—by the filal mind of her son, 
Fo: half a century, this country has been 
permi'ted to exhibst te the world the unu- 
sual spectacte of a court distingaished by 
irreproachabie purity an? decorum, without 
any sacrifice of the taste and elegance that 
belonged to a civilized age, or of the splen- 
dour and magnificeice that befit a throne. 





[ June, 


There cannot be the smallest doubt that your 
Royal Highness would wish the court over 
which you preside, to retain this enviable 
pre-eminence of character. 


‘« T shall not, I am persuaded, be thought 
to question the strength of this sentiment in 
the mind of your Royal Highness, if I at. 
tempt to remove some imaginary difficulties 
that may be thought to oppose its being 
carried into practice. There are those who 
appear to conceive, that a court, while 
female sovereign presided over it, admitted 
of a strictness and correctness of decorum, 
which it cannot be expected to exhibit un. 
der the superintendence of a prince. The 
opinion of ithe world certainly sanctions a 
degree of laxity in the social habits of a 
house where there is no female head; and 
it may be argued that the same licence 
must, under the same circumstances, be 
allowed to a court. 


“ The force of this reasoning I own that | 
am utterly unable to perceive. Let it be 
granted, for argument’s sake, that a prince, 
in his strictly private habits, in such parts of 
his life as are unseen, and into which the 
public cannot pry without impertinence, may 
claim to himself that privilege of measured 
laxity, which opinion, (though, in my judg. 
ment, most unjustifiably) grants to individu- 
als of the same sex in stations less exalted. 
But a prince at the bead of a court ; a prince 
acting Or appearing on state-occasions; a 
prince even on such social occasions as are 
of a more formal nature, and which only 
half divest him of his robes of state; a 
mrince, even in such parts of his properly 
private and domestic life, as are conspicu- 
ous to the public eye, and must be influen- 
tial on public fashion ; seems to me to be at 
least 2s much bound by the laws of decency, 
and by the obligation of pzying respect to 
appearances, as a private gentleman at the 
head of a table at which females of rank and 
character should be the guests.”” pp. 12, 13. 


‘There is no one fact, past or present, 
more certain than that the attention and 
hopes of all that large proportion of your 
Royal Highness’s subjects, whose affections 
are best worth having; of all those who 
form, comparatively speaking, the moral 
strength of your Royal Highness’s throne 5 
the faithful friends and loyal disciples of the 
church and state of England ; are deeply 
interested in the conduct which your Royal 
Highness shall on this occasion be pleased 
to adupt.” pp. 14, 15. 


ae. 


a ——. eet et Se eR 


lo Ey (on an EE a ee | ee _ ee 


c 





Co we mm ewe SB 8 ew SS iver Ol 


a —"< 


1820. } 


The difficulties at which Lysias 
hints have by no means yet subsided, 
and may indeed be considered, in 
consequence of recent events, to have 
increased. The channel through 
which the ladies are to be received 
at court, aud the regulations to be re- 
cognized and acted upon as the stan- 
dard rules of the imperial drawing 
room, are yet little known to the pub- 
lic, and possibly have not been de- 
finitively matured in higher quarters, 
Whether the proceedings relative to 
ithe delicate subject at present under 
discussion (June 20.) may incidental- 
ly lead to a development of the 
plans inteaded to be pursued, or may 
unexpectedly modify those plans, we 
cannot pretend to foresee. Nor in- 
deed is it necessary todo so ; for the 
great point for which our author 
contends will remain the same, what- 
evey may be the result of the pend- 
ing discussions. We confess that 
we have felt the very necessity for 
agitating questions like these as no 
slight stain upon us. We feel hu- 
miliated that subjects such as some 
of those which have lately been 
bandied about in every quarter, 
should have transpired in the vulgar 
atmosphere of political controversy ; 
and that our very newspapers and 
current conversation should have an 
almost necessary tendency to blunt 
ihe fine edge of Christian decorum, 
and to minister to some of the worst 

passsions of the thoughtless multi- 
tude. 

But we forbear, forthe present, to 
enter upon these afflicting topics, and 
shall content ourselves with a few re- 
marks of a more general nature. 

The power of a sovereign to influ- 
ence the morals of his court, and, 
through the court, those of the na- 
(ton, is one of the most valuable, and, 
we will add, one of the most respon- 
‘ible parts of the royal prerogative. 
MWS which look like mere policy, 
“te people when established only 
°Y peualties, acquire a new sanction 

‘hen enforced by princely example. 
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Bishop Taylor quaintly remarks, that 
‘a king’s escutcheon is blazoned 
otherwise than that of his subjects ; 
the gentry by metals, the nobility by 
precious stones, but kings by pla- 
nets ; forina king thereis nothing mo- 
derate. Therefore, * Cavere debet 
qualem famam habeat, qui, qualem- 
Cupque meruerit, magnam habiturus 
est,’ aS said Seneca.” 

In one momentous respect, how- 
ever, the escutcheun of a king is bla- 
zoned like that of other mem ; for he 
is responsible to a Higher Power for 
the use of his influence as well as 
of his other * talenis.”’ As the peopie 
ure the subjects of a prince, the prince 
is, in common with them, the subject 
of God. Andif the heathen them- 
selves, in reterence to their false 
gods, felt that 


Regum timendorum in proprios greges, 
Reges in ipsos imperium est Jovis, 


how much more must the christian 
admit the remark, as applied to Him 
who is the Sovereign and only Po- 
tentate, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords ? A monarch is, or ought to 
be, the vicegerent of God in temporal, 
us a prelate in ecclesiastical, concerns; 
and we need not say what inomentous 
duties such a function necessarily in- 
volves. If our readers can forgive 
another quotation, we shall be inclined 
io sum up the whole in the words ofan 
old writer :—** Cognoscant principes 
secull Deo se debere rationem red- 
dere propter ecclesiam quam a Chris- 
to tuendam suscipiunt. Nam sive au- 
yeatur pax et disciplina ecclesiz per 
fideles principes, sive solvatur, ile 
ab eis rationem exigit gui eoruns 
potestati suam ecclesiam credidit.”’ 
Such is the duty of a Christian 
king 5 and happily such also is ordi- 
narily his best policy ; and this even 
without taking into the account( what, 
however, ought never to be over- 
looked) that revealed rule cf the 
Divine proceedings towards mau- 
kind implied in the declaration, 


‘Them that henour sae, i wilt he 
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nour.” We shall not enter upon the 
question of the innumerable benefits 
which arise to nations from attention 
to the duties of religion. We know, 
on far higher authority than Cice- 
ro’s, that ** Omnia prospera eveniunt 
colentibus deos, adversa spernenti- 
bus ;” for the sacred Scriptures 
themselves affirm, that ** Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation, but sin isa re- 
proach to apeople.” In fact, were 
there no higher motive than to faci- 
litate geod government, and to keep 
a nation in temporal peace and pros- 
perity, a wise prince would feel it his 
duty to exert himself for the main- 
tenance of a high standard of nation- 
al morals and religion, Christianity 
isthe best cement of states, and in 
proportion as each individual is un- 
der its active influence, will he be- 
come a good citizen and a loyal sub- 
ject. Thus, even the dictates of po- 
licy coincide in this respect with 
those of religious obligation ; and, 
we believe, that both in private and 
public life that system is the wisest 
and most scriptural, which never at- 
tempts to separate ther from each 
other. It is incumbent on us totake 
up all questions of this nature as 
Christians, and to view the favour of 
the great Disposer of all hearts, and 
ofall events, as the surest guarantee 
for the real welfare both of indivi- 
duals and of nations. 

With regard to our own country 
in particular, it must be a high satis- 
faction to a Virtuous monarch that 
the public feeling is so generally on 
the right side in moral questions. 
In almost all the eulogies which have 
been poured forth to the memory of 
the late King, the Duke of Kent, 
and the Princess Charlotte, the chief 
themes of panegyric have been 
etrictly in unison with this sentiment. 
We bave already mentioned the late 
queen's drawing-room, the regula- 
tions of whichare almost proverbial- 
ly joined with her name as a theme 
of encomium. Itis pleasing to wit- 
ness these tendencies, inthe popular 


mind in this country, to laud royal 
and dignified personages rather for 
their moral than for their more 
dazzling, but less valuable, qualities, 
We do not, indeed, doubt but this 
virtuous feeling might in time be 
corrupted, and that the national taste 
might be familiarized to such a pro- 
fligate court as that of Charles the 
Second, or Lewis the Fourteenth of 
France. But, as things now exist, 
and as we trust they long wll exist, 
we do not scruple to say, that, to 
maintuin a high tone of virtuous 
and religious conduct, is the most 
politic measure whic’ the court of 
Great Britain and Ireland Can adopt, 
There is something almost identified 
with our national feelings in the dig- 
nilied elevation of principle which 
best becomes a court, and nothing 
would more alienate the affections of 
the mass of society than those light, 
immoral, and ostentatious exhibitions 
which have too often been witnessed 
among the royal and noble circles 
in other kingdoms. And, indepen: 
dently of this merely national predi- 
lection, we believe that there isa 
vast body of seriously disposed and 
rcligious persons in this country 
who, ufion principle, would regard, 
with disgust and apprehension, the 
spectacle of a licentious court. In 
such characters, we believe, much 
of the real strength of the nation to 
eside ; and we have little doubt that 
their disapprobation would go far to 
render any such system unpopular 
and ukimately untenable. 

But, while we urge these impor- 
tant topics, we must not forget that 
there is too strong a tendency in the 
public in every nation to judge unfa- 
vourably of the actions of the great. 
Much ought to be allowed for the pe- 
cullar circumstances and temptations 
of princes ; and, where we know 80 
little of the secret springs of con- 
duct, or even of actual facts, tender: 
ness of construction is doubtless 4 
bounden duty. Kings must have 
cares and vexations enough without 
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being goaded with the irritating wea- 
pons of petly hostility. We are in- 
debted to our author for the excel- 
lent example which he has set in this 
respect. His letter, though intend- 
ed to convey some valuable advice, 1s 
yet written in astyle, we will not say 
the most courtly, but the most be- 
coming a Christian and a gentleman 
—one who knows his duty both to 
God and his prince. We sincerely 
trust the remarks of Lysias will be 
weighed with the attention they me- 
rit; and that, whatever system the 
imperial court May pursue with re- 
gard to the appointment of those 
who are to regulate Its honours, pu- 
rity, simplicity, and piety miay long 
characterize its splendid circle, and 
diffuse their blessed influence to the 
very outskirts of the nation. 


Sermons et Priéres four les Solennités 
Chrétiennes, et fiour les Dimanches 
ordinaires. Par J. J. S. Cevuer. 
eR, Ancien Pasteur de Satigny, 
Trois Tomes. Geneve. 1819. 


Discours familiers d’un Pasteur de 
Campagne, Parle méme Auteur. 
Geneve. 1818. 


Tue restoration of that intercourse 
with the continent, which a warfare 
of twenty years had nearly closed, 
has been followed by a familiarity 
with continental countries, opinions, 
and manners, which, however on 
some accounts it may be regretted 
or feared, has been productive of 
much gratification and advantage. 
To the Christian it was particularly 
interesting to inquire into the state 
of religion, both among Catholics 
and Protestants. The effects of the 
French Revolution had, it is well 
known, been peculiarly injurious both 
to the purity and the progress of 
Christianity. In France itself its doc- 
‘ines were authoritatively proscribed 
as absurd and fanatical; and, in every 


other country to which the influence 
of revolutionary Trance extended, 
multitudes had thrown off the very 
profession of religion; and, even 
where this was nominally retained, in- 
fidelity either secretiy triumphed un- 
der the forms of Popery, or, amidst 
the avowal of Socinian principles, 
had reduced the faith of the Gospel 
to a mere system of morality. This 
deteriorating process was more or 
less felt in every part of the conti- 
nent, and, among the Protestant 
churches, in none more remarkably 
than in that which had, from the ear- 
liest period, been considered by its 
admirers as the purest model, and the 
peculiar glory of the Reformation; 
namely, in the Church of Geneva. 
Various causes may be assigned as 
having contributed to produce that 
gradual departure from the princi- 
ples of its great founder, which is- 
sued at length in their virtual rejec- 
tion. The system of Calvin was 
doubtless too rigidly and exclusively 
founded upon the mysterious doc- 
trine of the Divine decrees ; and, 
though it continued during a long 
series of years to maintain its ascen- 
dency in Geneva, as well as in the 
other reformed churches which had 
originally embraced it, it was natural. 
ly to be expected that some relaxation 
upona subsect so far removed from 
the investigation of human reason 
would, In process of time, be at- 
tempted. But whatever may have 
been the opinions of individual mem- 
bers of the Church of Geneva, no 
apparent change in those of its !ea- 

ders was avowed till the beginning 
of the eighteenth cen'ury, when, un 

der the influence of Jean Alphonse 
Turretin, the system of doctrine 
usdally termed Arminian began to 
prevali; subscription to the Helvetic 
Confession, and to the decrees oi 
the Synod of Dort, ceased to be ex- 

acted from the candidates for erdina 

tion ; anda more simple declaration 

of faith in the doctrines of Scripture, 
as comprised lu the Cutechism 
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which was still that of Calvin, was 
substituted in their place. iJad the 
Jearned and pious author of this 
change ip the doctrinal views uf the 
Church of Geneva restricted it toa 
modification of what was exclusively 
Calvinistic ; or rejecting only the 
more rigid decrees of the Synod of 
Dort, had he retained the Helvetic 
Confession ; much of the evil which 
gradually followed might, perhaps, 
have been averted. But, though the 
Liturgy and the Catechism for the 
present remained unaltered, the re- 
moval ot that important barrier a- 
crainst Novelties and diversities of 
opinion, which is presented by sub- 
scription to a public confession of 
faith, was shortly succeeded bya sul 
wider departure from the sound and 
scriptural doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion. To the moderate sentiments 
ot Turretin upon Predestination and 
{srace, bis disciple and successor in 
the theolopical chair at Geneva, Pro- 
fessor Vernet, added the Arianism, 
io say the least, together with some 
concomitant errors, of Le 
Clerc. The conseqnences muy be 
eastiy anticipated,  Facilis descen- 
sus Avernt.” The followers of Ver- 
net deviated sthil more widely than 
bimself from tiie orthodox standard 
of faith. Many of them became So- 
cimans. The Liturgy aad the Cate- 
chism were changed, and the trans- 
tation of the Bible was revised ; while 
the cone of public instruction was low- 
ered, until even the doctrines of origi- 
nal sin, of the Atonement, and of the 
influence of Divine grace were bare- 
iy recognised; and a barren system 
of ethics superseded, for the most 
part. the high and holy principles of 
the Gospel. About his period, un- 

bappily for the Church of Geneva, 

ihe influence of French infidelity be- 

gan to be felt ; and the neighbour- 

hood of Voltaire, and the popularity 

of Rousseau in his native city, con- 

tributed to give a still more formi- 

deble blow to the proiession of pure 

Ciristisnity. Many, deceived by the 
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fJune, 


sophistry of these infidel philoso. 
phers, became avowed unbelievers, 
and some even among the Clergy 
were suspected of apostacy. The 
majority of the Company of Pastors, 
with Professor Vernet at their head, 
were undoubtedly free from this im- 
putation. They cannot, however, be 
defended from the charge of having 
but feebly and irresolutely repelled 
the aitacks and insinuations of Vol. 
taire, D’Alembert, and Rousseau, re- 
specting the general Socinianism, 
and even the Christianized Deism of 
Geneva; and tius of leaving silently 
acquiesced in the justice of the re- 
proaches with which the’ French 
Protestant Clergy assailed them in 
their remonstrance to Louis XVI. 
upon thissabject in the year 1780. In 
the political and moral confusion of 
the French Revolution, which a few 
years afterwards ensued, Geneva 
largely shared ; and, though it is to 
be lamented that its previous state, 
as to religion, had but ill prepared it 
to resist the anti-Christian and demo- 
ralizing effects of that overwhelming 
torrent, much allowance’ will be 
made, by cvery candid and reflecting 
person, fur the unavoidable conse- 
quences of such a visitation. 

It could scarcely be expected that. 
on emerging from so contaminating 
and disordered a scene, Christianity 
should have gained any accession 
either of strength or purity. lt 
is rather a subject of congratulation 
that, amidst so many who were faith- 
ess and corrupt, some were still to 
be found who had retained their 
integrity, and, notwithstanding the 
contagious influence of surround: 
ing infidelii'y and error, professed 
and exemplified the pure and una 
dulterated principles of the Gospel. 
Among the most eminent of this 
honourabie number is the truly pious 
and respectable author of the vo- 
luuses before us, to which we 
should proceed immediately to 1! 
troduce our readers, if we did not 
decm it expedient previously 
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advert to the religious controversy 
which, it it well known, has for some 
time existed in Geneva. This is, in 
fact, closely connected with the pre- 
ceding brief sketch of its ecclesias- 


tical affairs ; and a Correct view of 


itis essential, not only to the know- 
ledge of its present situation, but to 
the just appreciation of its religious 
publications. The Genevese Church 
continued, in agreat measure, in the 
state which has been just described 
till about four years since, when 
the opinions and the zeal of the 
Baroness de Krudener, who was 
residing in Geneva, excited the 
attention of several of the students 
in theology. Whatever may have 
been the tenets of this extraordinary 
lady, young men, who profess to 
have received their religious impres- 
sions from her exhortations, do not 
appear to have imbibed from them 
any thing contrary to the general- 
ly received doctrine of the Reform- 
ed Church. One of them, M. Em- 
peytaz, who, with several others, had, 
in consequence of their attachment 
to Madame de Krudener, been ex- 
cluded from the list of theological 
students, shortly afterwards address- 
ed a pamphlet to his late fellow-stu- 
dents, warning them that the religion 
then taught in the school of the- 
ology, more particularly upon the 
subject of the Person of Christ, dif- 
fered essentially from that of their 
ancestors at the period of the Refor- 
mations He cited various public 
acts of the Company of Pastors, to 
shew that they had, as a body, adopt- 
ed the Socinian heresy, and then 
hrouzht forward an able summary of 
the principal passages of Scripture 
which prove the proper Divinity of 
our Saviour. The visit of Madame de 
Krudener was followed by that of 
Mr. Haldane, a Scotch gentleman, 
Who has, we believe, been for some 
years settled at Montauban, and who, 
aS far aS we can learn, is not distin- 
Suished by any other peculiarity than 
Christ. Obsery. No, 222, 
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that of a zealous support ofthe evange- 
lica tenets of the Reformed Church. 
To his instructions, we understand, 
is to be ascribed the change which 
took place in the sentiments of M. 
Malan, who several years before had 
been ordained a minister, and had al- 
so been appointed regent or master 
of one of the classes in the college 
of Geneva, and whose name must 
have been rendered, by recent events, 
familiar to most of our readers. The 
arrival about this period of Mr. Hen- 
ry Drummond at Geneva, and the 
countenance which he afforded to the 
opponents of the dominant system, 
tended still farther to excite the pub- 


lic attention to the existing contro- 


versy. A variety of pamphlets ap- 
peared on both sides of the question, 
and some members of the Company 
ol Pastors began to take part in the 
discussion. M. Cellerier, one of the 
oldest and most respected of that 
body, distinguished at once for the 
soundness and the moderation of his 
doctrinal sentiments and for the puri- 
ty and simplicity of his life and man- 
ners, avowed his adherence to the 
scriptural doctrine of the consubstan- 
liality of the Son of God. One of his 
colieagues virtually blamed this dec- 
laration, by shortly afterwards preach- 
ing against the necessity of belief in 
mysteries incomprehensible by hu- 
man reason ; which was followed, on 
the part of the Company of Pastors, 
by a reproof of M. Malan for a ser- 
mon, 10 which he had espoused the 
opinions of M. Cellerier. For the 
purpose, as it would appear, of check-. 
ing the farther discussion from the 
pulpit of the principal subjects in dis- 
pute, the Company, previous to the 
annual ordination of the theological 
candidates, published its well known 
réglement of the 3d of May, 1817. 
The professed object of this singular 
and miost injudicious measure was 
to prescribe silence respecting the 
manner in which the Son partakes of 
the Divinity of the Father ; in other 
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which was still that of Calvin, was 
substituted in their place. iJad the 
Jearned and pious author of this 
change in the doctrinal views uf the 
Church of Geneva restricted it toa 
modification of what was exclusively 
Calvinistic ; or rejecting only the 
more rigid decrees of the Synod of 
Dort, had he retained the Helvetic 
Confession ; much of the evil which 
gradually followed might, perhaps, 
have been averted. But, though the 
Liturgy and the Catechism for the 
present remained unaltered, the re- 
moval of that important barrier a- 
vainst Novelties and diversities of 
opinion, which is presented by sub- 
scription to a public confession of 
faith, Was shortly succeeded by a still 
wider departure from the sound and 
scriptural doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion. To the moderate sentiments 
otf Turretin upon Predestination and 
(race, bis disciple and successor itr 
the theolopical chair at Geneva, Pro- 
fessor Vernet, added the Arianism, 
Lo say the least, together with some 
concomitant errors, of Le 
Clerc. The conseqnences mzy be 
castiv anticipated,  Facilis descen- 
sus Avernt.” The followers ot Ver- 
net deviated stil more widely than 
himself from the orthodex standard 
of faith. Many of them became So- 
cimans. The Liturgy and the Cate- 
chism were changed, and the trans- 
tation of the Bible was revised ; while 
the cone of public instruction was low. 
ered, until even the doctrines of origi- 
nal sin, of the Atonement, and of the 
influence of Divine grace were bare- 
jy recognised ; and a barren system 
of ethics superseded, for the must 
part. the high and holy principles of 
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sophistry of these infidel philoso. 
phers, became avowed unbelievers, 
and some even among the clergy 
were suspected of apostacy. The 
majority of the Company of Pastors, 
with Professor Vernet at their head, 
were undoubtedly free from this im- 
putation. They cannot, however, be 
defended from the charge of having 
but feebly and irresolutely repelled 
the attacks and insinuations of Vo}- 
taire, D’Alembert, and Rousseau, re- 
specting the general Socinianism, 
and even the Christianized Deism of 
Geneva; and thus of having silently 
acquiesced in the justice of the re- 
proaches with which the French 
Protestant Clergy «assailed them in 
their remonstrance to Louis XVI. 
upon thissabject in the year 1780. In 
the political and moral confusion of 
the French Revolution, which a few 
years afterwards ensued, Geneva 
largely shared ; and, though it is to 
be lamented that its previous state, 
as to religion, had but ill prepared it 
to resist the anti-Christian and demo- 
ralizing effects of that overwhelming 
torrent, much allowance’ will be 
made, by every candid and reflecting 
person, fur the unavoidable conse- 
quences of such a visitation. 

It could scarcely be expected that. 
on emerging from so contaminating 
and disordered a scene, Christianity 
should have gained any accession 
either of strength or purity. It 
is rather a subject of congratulation 
that, amidst so many who were faith- 
ess and corrupt, some were still to 
be found who had retained theit 
integrity, and, notwithstanding the 
contagious influence of surround: 
ing infidelity and error, professed 
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and exemplified the pure and una 
dulterated principles of the Gospel. 
Among the most eminent of this 
honourabie number is the truly pious 
and respectable author of the vor § 
luwses before us, to which we 
should proceed immediately to Ir 
troduce our readers, if we did no! 
decm it expedient previously 10 


the Gospel. About this period, un- 
bappily for the Church of Geneva, 
ihe influence of French infidelity be- 
gan to be felt ; and the neighbour- 
hood of Voltaire, and the popularity 
of Rousseau in his native city, con- 
tributed to give a still more formi- 
deble blow te the profession of pure 
Ciristisnity. Many, deceived by the 
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advert to the religious controversy 
which, it it well known, has for some 
time existed in Geneva. This is, in 
fact, closely connected with the pre- 
ceding brief sketch of its ecclesias- 
ticul affairs ; and a Correct view of 
itis essential, not only to the know- 
ledge of its present situation, but to 
the just appreciation of its religious 
publications. ‘The Genevese Church 
continued, In agreat measure, in the 
state which has been just described 
till about four years since, when 
the opinions and the zeal of the 
Baroness de Krudener, who was 
residing in Geneva, excited the 
attention of several of the students 
in theology. Whatever may have 
been the tenets of this extraordinary 
lady, young men, who profess to 
have received their religious impres- 
sions from her exhortations, do not 
appear to have imbibed from them 
any thing contrary to the general- 
ly received doctrine of the Reform- 
ed Church. One of them, M. Em- 
peytaz, who, with several others, had, 
in consequence of their attachment 
to Madame de Krudener, been ex- 
cluded from the list of theological 
students, shortly afterwards address- 
ed a pamphlet to his late fellow-stu- 
dents, warning them that the religion 
then taught in the school of the- 
ology, more particularly upon the 
subject Of the Person of Christ, dif- 
iered essentially from that of their 
ancestors at the period of the Refor- 
mations He cited various public 
acts of the Company of Pastors, to 
shew that they had, as a body, adopt- 
ed the Socinian heresy, and then 
brouzht forward an able summary of 
tne principal passages of Scripture 
which prove the proper Divinity of 
our Saviour. The visit of Madame de 
Arudener was followed by that of 
Mr. Haldane, a Scotch gentleman, 
Who has, we believe, been for some 
years settled at Montauban, and who, 
’$ far as we can learn, is not distin- 
suished by any other peculiarity than 
Christ. Obsery. No, 222, 
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that ofa zealous support ofthe evange- 
lica tenets of the Reformed Church. 
To his instructions, we understand, 
is to be ascribed the change which 
took place in the sentiments of M. 
Malan, who several years before had 
been ordained a minister, and had al- 
so been appointed regent or master 
of one of the classes in the college 
of Geneva, and whose name must 
have been rendered, by recent events, 
familiar to most of our readers. The 
arrival about this period of Mr. Hen- 
ry Drummond at Geneva, and the 
countenance which he afforded to the 
opponents of the dominant system, 
tended still farther to excite the pub- 


‘lic attention to the existing contro- 


versy. A variety of pamphlets ap- 
peared on both sides of the question, 
and some members of the Company 
ol Pastors began to take part in the 
discussion, M. Cellerier, one of the 
oldest and most respected of that 
body, distinguished at once for the 
soundness and the moderation of his 
doctrinal sentiments and for the puri- 
ty and simplicity of his life and man- 
ners, avowed his adherence to the 
scriptural doctrine of the consubstan- 
liality of the Sonof God. One of his 
coliecagues virtually blamed this dec- 
laration, by shortly afterwards preach- 
ing against the necessity of belief in 
mysteries incomprehensible by hu- 
man reason ; which was followed, on 
the part of the Company of Pastors, 
by a reproof of M. Malan for a ser- 
mon, 10 which he had espoused the 
opinions of M. Cellerier. For the 
purpose, as it would appear, of check- 
ing the farther discussion from the 
pulpit of the principal subjects in dis- 
pute, the Company, previous to the 
annual ordination of the theological 
candidates, published its well known 
réglement of the 3d of May, 1817. 
The frofessed object of this singular 
and most injudicious measure was 
to prescribe silence respecting the 
manner in which the Son partukes of 
the Divinity of the Father ; in other 
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words, in which the Divine Nature 
is unitec in the Person of Christ. 
and in whichthe Holy Spirit operates 
upon the human mind,—as well as 
respecting the doctrines of original 
sin. efficacious grace, and predestina- 
tion. It can scarcely be doubted, 
however—after the progress of the 
Church of Geneva which has been al- 
ready detailed, towards Arian and So- 
cinian principles—that its real Inten- 
tion was to exclude us much as pos- 
sible from the range of pastoral in- 
struction the grand fundamental doc- 
trines of the Gospel of Christ ; name- 
ly, the corruption of man; the Divi- 
nity ont Atonement of our Lord ; and 
the necessity of Divine grace, and 
ofthe influence of the Holy Spirit, to 
our sanctification and salvation. This 
extraordinary regéement, however, 
was not passed unanimous!y. Sever- 
al of the most respectable members 
of the Compsny—among whom were 
M. Peschier, professor of Belles Let- 
ires, and Messrs. Moulinié and De- 
mellayer—refused their concurrence 
to it. Some of the younger ministers 
elso declined to adopt it; among 
whom was M. Malan, who addressed 
a letter to tie Company of Pastors 
on the subject, tn which he stated his 
conscientious objections to the rule. 
Ee was, in consequence, forbidden to 
preach,-—The agitation produced by 
these measures was considerable ; 
and it was net long before the Coni- 
pany, though the majority sul conti- 
nued strongly attached to thelr regu. 
lotron, felt it to be expedient so to cx- 
plain and qualify it as at least to re- 
lieve themselves from the charge of 
outrageously violating (he rights of 
conscience, while they were profes- 
sing liberally to dispense with creeds 
aud subscriptions, and to make the 
Scriptures the sole standard of ortho- 
Joxy. They became aoxious to have 
it nnderstood that the simple object 


of the réglement was to preclude the 


use of the pulpit as an arena of theo- 
‘ovical debate ;—nol to Interdict the 
seaceful exhibition of a minister’s 
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own views of Christian doctrine, byt 
merely to prevent the introdtction 
into sermons of those polemical at. 
tacks on the opinions of others,which, 
in a state so small and so peculiarly 
situated as Geneva, could not fail to 
generate irritation and animosity, 
Certainly, if such were really their 
intention, they might have adopted a 
more direct and intelligtble method 
of accomplishing it. The explana. 
tion now given served, however, in 
some degree,to tranquillize objectors, 
M. Malan himself signified his assent 
to the rég/ement thus interpreted, and 
Was permitted to preach. A lew 
weeks afterwards he preached two 
sermons, which have been translated 
into English, and printed in this coun- 
try. Lhe latter of them contain. 
ed certsin expressions which were 
regarded, by the Company of Pas- 
tors, as violating the engagement in- 
to which he had entered ; and the fol- 
lowing day he was again suspended 
from his ecclesiastieal functions, 
The first of these two sermons is 
from Luke xix, 10, and contains a full 
and powerful statement of the doc- 
trines of original sin and of justifica- 
tion by faith ; to the substance of 
which no orthodox member of the 
Church of England would, we are 
pursuaded, be disposed to object. 
The second, which is from James ii. 
14, upon the nature of saving faith, 
is equally unexceptionable in pointol 
doctrine. In neither of these dis- 
courses are the points strictly Cal- 
vinistic either discussed or alluded 
to, while the tendency of both is em- 
inently practical, We. have at the 
same time no hesitation in saying; 
that the spirit and tone which per- 
vade them are much too severe and 
obiurgatory.and far from being in the 
spirit of the régelment, as understoot 
and accepted by M. Malan himselt: 
The preacher is doubtless honest; 
ardent, and vigorous ; but he 4p 
pears to us to be deficient in Chris: 
tian prudence, and we think also IP 
meekness and humility. We ca? 
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readily believe, that the religious 


state of Geneva may require some- 


what of the boldness and energy of 
one of the ancient Reformers ; but 


it is equally certain, that in a highly 

hilosophical and enlightened com- 
yunity, the greatest judgment and 
moderation are demanded from the 
Christian minister. While he is 
bound faithfully to expose prevailing 
errors, and fearlessly to assert the 
fundamental doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, he should be careful not need. 
lessiy to shock the prejudices of his 
hearers, or, In his application of those 
doctrines to the conscience, to offend 
and to itritate, rather than to con- 
vince and to persuade ; and this 
would become more emphatically his 
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academical company, who regulate 
the affuirs of the college, were dissa- 
tisfied with the mode in which he, as 
one of the Regents, conducted the 
instruction of his class in moral and 
relizious knowledge. When ques- 
tioned on the subject, he avowed 
“that his principles were entirely 
Calvinistic ; that he taughtin confor- 
formity to the Catechism of Calvin, 


and according to the Conlession of 


Faith of the Synod of Dort, and the 
Confession of Geneva.” He was 
then told, ** that the duties of his si- 
tuation required him to foijlow in his 
instructions the book received and 


prescribed, namely the catechism,” 


(meaning, notthe Catechisa of Cal- 
vin, but that of Vernet.) M. Malan, 
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duty, if, like M. Malen, he had actu- however,replied.“ I must candidiy de- 
ally stipulated to avoid objurgatory clare the impossibility of my teactiing 
and irritating language. But what- religion otherwise than accor: ing to 
ever may have been the faults cof M. the principles above mentioned ;” ad- 
Malan, as tothe style in which some ding,that he bad held these principles 
of his addresses from the pulpit were for three or four years. It wes then 
framed, and however indiscreet and observed, that he had not fuifitied the 
injudicious may have been his gene- tacit engagement made with his su- 
ral deportment, they formed no ade- periors to teach according to tiie me- 
quate ground, not only for depriving thod sanctioned by them — His an- 
him of his ministerial functions—a_ swer wasas follows. ‘If l were now 
measure whieh would have been to be elected Reyvent, and it were 
harsh and intolerant in avy church, made a condition of the clection 
and was peculiarly inconsistent with that I should teach only by the 
justice and propriety in Gne constitu- catechism received in the college, 
tedlike that of Geneva—but for do- [I could not submit to that con- 
ing this without allowing him, as we dition,”* M. Malan’s  di-missa! 
understand to have been the case, a from his office was the consequence 
lair opportunity of explanation or de- of this avowal ; and. however we may 
fence. We fully admit, that every lament the state of religious opinions 
church must possess a power bothof in Geneva which produced this re- 
expelling its members, and silencing sult, we cannot Impugn the strict 
its ministers ; and therefore thatthe justice of the proceeding. If we 
Church of Geneva has a full right to should deem it our duty to deprive an 
exercise this power in the case of avowed Arian or Socinian of the pow 
M. Malan. But then itourhtto pro- erof inculcating his erroneous views 
ceed by known and fixed rules, and into the minds of our offspring, we 
the grounds of its decisions should cannot refuse to those who regard 
he clearly and explicitly stated. Calvinism with abhorrence, a similar 
Without this, the punishment can- right of guarding their youth against 
hot operate beneficially even in the its influence Under ail the circum- 
Way of example. stances of the case, therefore, we do 
About the same time that M. Ma- not think that the academical com- 
lan was suspended from his clerical * See Dicaments relative to the deposi 
office, it was notified to him that the tion of M. Malan, printed for Rivingtons. 
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pany cali be severely blamed for their whom they have deemed it expedient } 

conduct in this particular instance, to oppose. It is undoubtedly diff. 2 

however we may condemn those doc- cultin a question which involves the 4 

trinal views which ledtoit. Itisdue opinions, the prejudices, and the pas. n 

to M. Malan to remark, that he was sions of opposite parties, and where a 

cnabled to appeal on this occasion to there is the additional disadvantage of b 

the actual progress of hisscholarsin being ata distance from the scene a 

religious knowledge ; to the visible of action, to pronounce a decisive h 

improvement of their moral con- judgment upon all the parts of so d 

duct ; to the grateful acknowledg- complicated a subject. Yet an im- e] 

ments of their parents, and to the partial person may be able to form a ul! 

approbation which he bad repeatedly tolerably correct view of its general pe 

received from his superiors them- merits, We think that the origin ot 

selves. It is also no small proof of of the present controversy in Geneva m 

M. Malan’s sincerity and disinterest- must be traced to the avowed depar- re 

edness, that he should have sacrifi- ture of the majority of the Compa- H 

ced to the claims of duty and con- ny of Pastors from the genuine doc- ab 

science, an office on which the grea- trines of the Reformation; to the in 

ter part of hisown support and that introduction of a philosophizing spi- au 

of his family depended. The sen- rit into questions of pure revelation ; co 

! tence of dismissal pronounced upon to an erroneous persuasion that the SU 
We him, shortly afterwards received the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel are ris 
eh ae sanction of the council of state-— merely speculative, and unconnected of 
Np Now, whatever may be thought of with morality ; and to the prevalence the 
seg the strict legality of these proceed- of a false and dangerous principle, the 
wea ings, or of the conduct of the dil- that improvements are to be expect- Wil 
gee ferent parties concerned in them, itis ed in religion, as well as in art and the 
eit S. impossible not to deplore the practi- science, by the progress of the hu- nec 
rie cal result. In addition to the new man mind in general knowledge. reas 
cee church established by M. Empeytaz We by no means intend to assert the flec 
kare bo and his friends, M. Malan hasthought infallibility of the Protestant Refor- ries. 
Mette Mi it right to collect a congregation in mers of amy church ; and we have al- sent 
pit t his own house, which will, in all pro- ready observed, that the celebrated Gen 
aa bability, terminate in a fresh seces- Founder of the Church of Geneva Seas: 
a oe sicn from the established church, to carried his peculiar sentiments upon that | 
te ee the interests of which, if itbe per- the subject of predestination to a all 
Bi Poe, §" initted to continue, there can be lit- length unauthorized by the word of Conc 
eae BC tle doubt that in so small a sphere as God. But, with this exception, we a Cas 
es oe the canton of Geneva, it must be think thatevery step which has been loex 
eb be ultimately very prejudicial. Theevil taken, whether at Geneva, or else- be re 
hie is indecd already greatly aggravated; where, insimplifying, and pretending atten! 
Rare yet we would hope that it is not whol- to improve, the generally received lor th 
Pay ty irremediable. As in all similar doctrines of theReformation, has been Stanti: 
tah cases, faults have been committed a proportionable departure from “ the we a 
se ee on both sides, * Iliacos intra muros faith once delivered to the saints.” Chure 
te peccatur ct extra.’ The conduct of The observation of the profoundly cxpre 
iam. ‘he Dissidents has been in some re- Jearned Bishop Pearson upon this pravey 
t i -pects unadvised and precipitate, and subject, is decisive.* ¢ In Christian- may e 
ieee ae ‘heir accusations against the Com- ity there can be no concerning truth “spos 
of ave puny of Pastors far too unmeasured which is not ancient; and whatsoever He Cc 
He und exaggerated ; while these bave is truly new is certainly false.” Its *ppone 
1 ey heen deficient in the explicit avowal DIN 


, , steinn OF 
*Epistle Dedicatory to his Exposition 0 
the Creed. 
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ot their theological sentiments, and 
in fustice and candour towards those 
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1820.] Review of Cellerier’s 
much too late to make discoveries of 
any kind in religion ; and though we 
are aware of the prejudice in Ge- 
neva against confessions of faith, we 
are fully persuaded that the venera- 
ble church of that highly civilized 
and interesting city will never regain 
ner former celebrity, heal her present 
divisions or prove the nursing moth- 
er of her members in the pure and 
unuduiterated principles of the Gos. 
pel, until she sball in some shape or 
other recognise the grand and funda- 
mental doctrine of the Cross—* the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus.” 
Happily for her, she needs notto look 
abroad for a model ora guide In this 
important concern. The excellent 
author of the sermons before us, in 
conjunction with M. Gaussen, the 
successor of M. Cellerier in the pa- 
rish of Satigny, and also a member 
of the Company of Pastors, has in 
the preface io their new edition of 
the Helvetic Confession pointed out, 
with equal ability and moderation, 
the true nature, legitimate use, and 
necessity of confessions of faith. The 
reasons urged in those valuable re- 
flections in favour of such formula- 
ries,more particularly under the pre- 
sept circumstances of the Church of 
Geneva, are peculiarly forcible and 
seasonable ; and we cannot but hope 
that they will be mutually weighed by 
all the parties whom they especially 
concern. Wecertainly feel, that in 
a case of this kind, we have no right 
loexpect that our suggestions should 
be received with much deference or 
attention. Yet, anxious as we are 
lorthe general interests of Prote- 
Stantism, and sincerely desirous as 
we are of the prosperity of the 
Church of Geneva, we cannot avoid 
expressing our fervent wishes and 
pravers, that some favourable change 
may ere long be accomplished in the 
“ispositions and the measures both of 
‘'¢é Company of Pastors and of their 
‘pponents. Let the latter cultivate a 
‘Dit of greater humility and modera- 
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tion ; and let the former recur to 
those grand principles and doctrines 
which are common to all the reform- 
ed churches, and which may be justly 
pronounced to be the “articull stan- 
tis aut cadentis ecclesiz ;’’ and let 
both earnestly implore the gracious 
influence of the Holy Spirit, to guide 
them into all truth, and to unite them 
in the bonds of Christian faith and 
charity ! 

It is time, however, to proceed to 
the principal object of this article, 
which is to enable our readers to 
judge for themselves of the senti- 
ments of one distinguished member 
of the Church of Geneva, whose 
name has been already introduced 
into the preceding observations. It 
appears by the preface tothe sermons 
of M. Cellerier, that they were not 
originally intended for publication. 
Contented, as he modestly observes, 
with labouring in the small portion 
of the spiritual vineyard which had 
been confided to him, and knowing 
how to appreciate the swects of re- 
lirement in a country parish, he 
could have wished never to have quit- 
ted that happy obscurity. His only 
ambition was to leave to his parish- 
ioners some of the familiar discourses 
which he had addressed to them, and 
which form one of the volumes be- 
foreus. Called, however, mest hap- 
pily for the instruction and edifica- 
tion of its inhabitants, to preach oc- 
casionally in the city, M. Cellerie: 
could neither excuse himself from 
this important duty, nor remain a 
stranger to the discussions which 
have lately arisen in Geneva. We 
are pertectly aware how painful it 
must be, for a man of his character 
and feelings, to find himself thrown 
into the midst of theological contro- 
versies ; and we cannot wonder, 
therefore, that he should shrink from 
mingling in them: but we trust that 
his wisdom, experience, and mode- 
ration, his scriptural views, and his 
distinguished piety will there render 
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him eminently useful, and give him 
an influence with all parties which 
may be made happily subservient to 
the interests of Christian peace and 
unity. 

Among the duties which M. Cel- 
lerier considered as having devolved 
upon him in the present state of his 
country, and as an antidote to exist- 
ing evils, was the task of publishing 
the work to which we have already 
alluded, on the Confession of the 
Helvetic Churches. Another, no 
less salutary and seasonable, was 
that of preparing for the press the 
Sermons and prayers comprised in 
these volumes, ta the publication of 
which he felt himself urged not only 
by the solicitations of many distin- 
guished friends, but by the dying re. 
quest of the partner of his lite 5 and 
which, we are persuaded, are better 
calculated to benefit the community 
of Geneva than volumes of contro- 
versy. Of the discourses thus pre- 
sented to the world under these in- 
teresting circumstances, the follow- 
ing general character is all that the 
humility of their reverend and pious 
author will allow him to assert. 


“Une exposition de l’Evangile, faite 
avec fidelité, j’ose le croire, avec simpli- 
cité, avec une sénsibilité douce, et accom- 
pagnée de détails sur les maurs plus ou 
moins heureux, voila ce qui esta mes yeux 
cet ouvrage. Voila tout ce qui peut le re- 
commander 2 I’attention des fidéles.” 


'* Aureste, en revoyant ces discours pour 
les faire imprimer, je me suis peu occupé 
de ce qu’ils pouvoient avoir de défectueux 
ou de louable sous le point de vue littéraire : 
j’aspirois a un prix plus relevé et plas beau ; 
je désirois de pouvoir offrir aux ames re- 
ligicuses un ouvrage de piété qui cut pour 
eux quelque attrait. 


« Cé seroit pour troi, dans les derniers 
jours de la vie, un grand adoucissement 
x mes peines, un grand sujet de béoir 
Auteur de toute grace, et de me rcjouir 
en lui, si je pouvois croire que ceux de 
mes frcres qui s’occupent de leur salut, 
trourcront ici avec Une suine doctrine, des 


’ tec (f° Threae \ nec 7 + yy 
consolations, des encouragemens et aes CI 


* C’est pourquoi fléchissant les génoyx 
devant Dieu le Pere de notre Seigneur Féeus 
Christ, je le supplié DWayrée cette ciéiiye 
offrande, »t de donner efficace 4 <x parole 
non a cause de celui qui annonce, e+ qu; 
en reconn it indigne, mais @ cause de lyj. 
meme et pour amour du Seigneur ” 


We can assure our readers that 
they will find in these volumes not 
oniy all that their author has thus 
modestly promised, but such correct 
and scriptural views of Divine truth, 
so elevated a standard of practical 
religion, and such eloquent and affect. 
ing appeals to the consctence and the 
heart, as cannot fail to impress them 
with a high idea of his qualifications 
as a Christian preacher ; and we are 
the more desirous of noticing these 
qualities in the present volumnies, be- 
cause they seen to us to prove be. 
yond dispute, that even under the 
operation of the offensive réglement 
of 1817, and notwithstanding the 
prevailing heterodoxy of the Gene. 
vese Church, a minister of Christ is 
not debarred from plainly exhibiting 
and boldly enforcing the truths of 
the Gospel, and from faithfully 
pleading the cause of his Divine 
Master, if he be content to do so in 
a spirit of meekness, forbearance, 
and love. And this circumstance, 
so contrary to the impression which 
has been produced in this country by 
some recent publications, we woud 
particularly recommend to the con- 
scientious consideration of those, in 
Geneva itself, who have separated, 
or are on the point of separating; 
from the established communion ; as 
well as of those among ourselves who, 
from an erroneous view of the facts, 
are disposed—in the warmth of their 
christian zeal, and the largeness of 
their liberality—to encourage that 
separation. We cannot but believe 
that if they were willing to sacrifices 
on the altar of peace, their wounded 
and irritated feelings, and, we would 
add, their fallacious and unmeasured 
views of the good to be effected by 
independent and unfettered exertions 
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the breach might yet be healed.— 
But we return to the sermons. 
The first of the volumes before 


us comprises sermons on festival 


and other solemn occasions. Of 


these the two first were preached on 
the reception of catechumens into 
the church, a solemnity analogous 
to that of our Confirmation, or to the 
preparation for the first approach to 
the Lord’s Supper. The former of 
these discourses Is from Luke xviii. 
17, on the correspondence between 
the dispositions of a true Christian 
and those of a child. These M. 
Celicrier considers as Consisting 
chiefly in simplicity of heart, bu- 
mility, purity or innocence, and 
sensbility. 


For simplicity of heart, ** Dés qu’on Tui 
montre la vérité, tl la recounait, il en est 
frappé; use soumet a eile; il ne cherche 
point 2 se déguiser a lui-méme ni aux au- 
tres: sans Savoir Méme ce que csi que 
la sincerité, ses regards, ses discours vous 
font hire au fond de son ceur ?’—Humility : 
“I] regarde tut ce qui Pentoure comme 
lui &ant supérieur; il a la conscience de 
sa foiblesse ; et voila le grand principe de 
Vhumilité’? 


In tracing the third quality of 
childhood, that of innocence, M. 
Cellerier adopis a few expressions 
which might seem to betray a for- 
vet(uiness of the original corruption 
of human nature 3; but they are cvi- 
dently intended only to describe 
the disposition which is properly 
characteristic of infancy, and which 
is still ordinarily perceptible in 
that Interesting age. The sensi- 
bility of a child, the sincerity and 
the warneh of its affections, are, 
perhaps, more striking than its in- 
hocence. The analogy is then pur- 
sued; and here we feel disposed to 
extract the following passage on the 
subject. of Christian humility. 


“L’humilité, catéchuménes, ne vous est 
Pas Mons nécessaive. Vous en avez besoin 
“Our crore, Car la foiesten quelque sorte 
Mamilité de Vesprit qui reconnoit ses 
“Mes et sa fotblesse. Vous en avez be- 
Y Surtout pour vous approcher de Dreu. 
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Et comment sans humilité avoir part 2 
une alliance de grace! L’orgueil avoit 
perdu Phomme; Jésus est venu foudroyer 
Porgueil. Rien par ses propres merites ; 
rien par ses seules forces; tout par misé- 
ricorde, tout par grace. Pour aller au 
Médecin des ames, il faut se sentir malade ; 
il faut vouloir étre guéri: ce ne sont pas 
les prétendus justes, ce sont les pécheurs qui 
sont appelés. Voila le systéme entier de 
VPEvangile ; il est tout foncdé sur les ruines 
de Porgueil humain. Ah! la réligion de 
Jésus est un énigme inexplhcable pour 
Porguelleux. Ces mots augustes et tou- 
chans si souvent :épétés dans nos saints 
livres, rédemption, grace, misericorde, ces 
mots sont pour lui vides de sens; il n’en 
sent pas le besoin; i] n’en concoit pas 
Pénergie, et lenom du Sauveur des hom- 
mes, et le nomde Jésus ne dit rien a son 
-ceur.”? 


We would with pleasure extend 
our quotations, trom the striking de- 
scription which follows of the proud 
reasoner of this world on his death- 
bed, and which is in fact a graphical 
delineation of Rousseau at that awful 
moment; and from the affectionate 
and touching application of this ser- 
mon to the young persons for whose 
benefit it was principally designed, 
and to their parents and elders In 
age; but we must proceed to the 
next, which is addressed particularly 
to female catechumens, from the 
words of our Lord, Luke x. 3, ‘Go 
your ways ; behold I send you forth 
as lambs among wolves.” 


‘* Souffrez donc, Chrétic¢ns, que cette 
meditation leur soit consacrée,” thus beau- 
tifully M. Cellerier opens the subject of 
this discourse ‘* Personne ici n’est étran- 
ger a Dintérét queiles inspirent. Leurs 
amis, leurs parens, les auteurs de Jeur 
jours sont dans le sanctuagire. Un grand 
nombre de ccurs vivement émus pour 
elles, partagent nos craintes, nos espéran- 
ces, nos perplexiiés. L’eglise entiére 
sunita vos veux. Chacum de nous d’ail- 
leurs en cette solennité peut repasser sa 
propre histoire, Qu’il rappelle a sa pensée 
le temps ou, prosterné dans ce temple 
peur preter au Seigneur serment de ficdé- 
lité. on lui signala les perils et les moyens 
de défense. Qun’il examine Pusage quila 
fait de ces avertissemens; quil se de- 
mande compte de la route qu’il a suivie ; 
qu'il fasse sur lui-méme un retour se 
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‘© Ft vous, catéchumenes, écoutez nous 
avec calme, avec recueiilement. Ce n’est 
point une emotion passagere que nous 
p:étendons exciter en vous: ce nest point 
votre imagination, vos sens que nous vou- 
lons ébranler: c’est sur votre esprit, sur 
votre {ime que nous aspirons a faire une 
impression profonde. Nous voudrions y 
graver pour toujours ces derniéres legons. 
Veuille l’auteur de toute grace accompag- 
ner nos paroles de l’onction de son Esprit, 
et durant cette heure vous sceller lui-méme 
de son sceau !” 


After this impressive introduction, 
M. Cellerier proceeds to point out 
to his young and interesting auditors 
the dangers of that world into which 
they were about to enter; dangers 
to the mind, from worldly books and 
conversation; and, to the Aeart, from 
the indulgence of vanity, and the 
love of pleasure and dissipation. 


** Quelle force d’ame et de raison,” he 
exclaims, ‘ne faut il pas chez une jeune 
personne pour choisir le réle obscur dune 
simplicité modeste, et préférer le tribut 
calme et silencieux de Vestime au bruit 
des applaudissemens, a cet enthousiasme 
pucril mais énivrant quwexcitent des avan- 
tages frivoles! Qu’il lui est difficile de se 
persuader que préiendre a lestime, est Ja 
seule ambition qui lui soit permise, et que 
ses fruits moins éclatans ét plus tardifs 
sont les plus durables et les plus beaux !” 


The eloquent preacher then draws 
a striking picture of the vices and 
miseries produced by female vanity 
and the love of admiration and plea- 
sure,—the sacrifice of domestic du- 
ties, and of habits of order and use- 
ful employment,—the suppression of 
all the benevolent affections, and the 
alienation of the heart from God. 

Against these deplorable evils M. 
Cellericr directs his catechumens to 
guard, ip the first place, by reverenc- 
ing the dictates of conscience ; In 
the next, by looking around them, 
and observing the wretchedness of a 
life of irreligion, vanity, and dissi- 
pation, and the happiness of one 
governed by the principles of the 
Gospel; thirdly, by availing them- 
selves of their domestic resources. 


wwe 
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*¢ Les tentations du monde n’ont de prige 
que sur un esprit désoccupé: il nest point 
de vide pour celle qui sait remplir tous seg 
momens par des soins utiles et des actions 
vertueuses. La maison paternelle est donc 
pour vous une ressource puissante et I’asije 
le plus assuré, C’est aussi la, que vous 
paroissez avec plus d’avantage. Un des 
objets les plus intéressans que Vimagina. 
tion puisse se peindre, c’est une jeune 
personne gui s’applique avec un sentiment 
religieux a remplir ses devoirs domes. 
tiques.” 


It is, however, on religion that M. 
Cellerier instructs his hearers mainly 
to depend for the security and hape 
piness of life. 


**Elle vous donnera de résister et de 
vaincre. Elle mettra dans votre cceur le 
sentiment qui rend tout facile et qui em. 
bellit tout.” 


In order to succeed in a religious 
course, the young are exhorted ‘o 
hold fast the faith of the Gospel, ne- 
ver to suffer themselves to reason 
upon what God either teaches or 
commands, to give up their hearts 
unreservedly to Him, to form and 
cultivate an intimate union with their 
Saviour, to place him continually be- 
fore their eyes, to hold habitual in- 
tercourse with God by prayer, and 
to be diligent and conscientious in the 
study of the holy Scriptures, and in 
attendance on the ordinances ot pub- 
lic worship. An affectionate applica- 
tion of the subject closes this inte- 
resting sermon, which could scarcely 
fail to produce a deep impression on 
the minds of the young persons to 
whom it was addressed. 

Of the next sermon in the volume 
the writer of this article retains a most 
lively and pleasing recollection, bav- 
ing been present in the Temple-ncu: 
at Geneva, a few years since, when 
M. Cellerier preached it to a very 
crowded and attentive audience.* He 
well remembers the delight wit) 
which he listened to what he confes- 
ses was to him an unexpected strait! 


. oh? 2145 
* See Christian Observer, vol. for 181 
Pp. 800. 
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of evangelical doctrine ; delivered 
with a simplicity, 4 pathos, and a 


warmth of pastoral feeling which pe- 
culiarly distinguish the ministrations 
of its venerable author. The dis- 
course in question is on the gracious 
invitation of our Lord, Matthew xi. 
98. ‘ Come unto me, all ye that la- 
bour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” It was intended as 
a preparation for the holy commu- 
nion, and is well calculated to en- 
force and cherish the sentiments and 
feelings suited to that Divine institu- 
tion. 

Though justly considering that 
the words of our Lord are applicable 
to every species of unhappiaess, M. 
Cellerier confines his view to the 
relief which they were intended to 
afford to the burdened sinner. 


“ Et j’attache,” observes this scriptural 
divine, ‘ace mot de pécheur, non lesens 
que lui donne le monde, mais celui que la 
religion lui donne. Je comprends sous ce 
titre, non pas seulement les hommes souil- 
lés de fautes graves ou de vices honteux, 
mais tous ceux qui plus touch és des choses 
wisibles que des invisibles, (2 Cor. iv. 18.) 
plus occupés de la terre que du ciel, ne sa- 
vent pas conserver dans l’une et l’autre for- 
tune la modération, Vintégrité prescrite au 
Chretien, et pour les intéréts du temps 
transgressent quelqu’une des lois du Seig- 
neur. Hélas! a peu d’exceptions pres, 
cette assemblée est-elle composée d’au- 
tres hommes ?” 


The preacher goes on to describe, 
in just and striking terms, the cha- 
racter and progress of the worldly 
man, weary with the pursuit, the ex- 
pectation, the disappointment, and 
even the success of his schemes, 
and feeling the utter want of happi- 
ness amidst them all. 


_ “Et remarquez le, M. F. ; je n’ai peint 
Jusqu’ici que cette angoisse secréte plus 
ou moins sourde ; etat commun de la plu- 
part des hommes, de ceux méme auxquels 
oune reproche aucun désordre éclatant. 


‘‘ Que seroit-ce si pour mettre a ce ta- 
bleau les derniers traits, je vous montrois 
le pécheur enfoncé dans Viniquité ! 
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He does so ; and then asks, What 
is the resource of man thus fatigued 
and ladened with vanity and sin? 


** Cherchera-t-il quelque ressource dans 
la distraction et les plaisirs ? Appetlera-t-il 
la raison a son sécours ? 


* Mais quoi! ’homme ne lévera-t-il point 
les yeux vers celui qui peut le sécourir ? 
Ne l’appellera-t-il point 4 son aide ? Hélas ! 
quelque inconcevable que cela paroisse ; 
quelque pénible que soit la situation du pé- 
cheur, il ne sait pasen sortir ; il ydemeure 
par légéreté, par indolence, par lacheté, 
par désespoir. Il faut que la miséricorde 
Divine le prévienne ; il faut qu’elle Vap- 
pelle, qu’elle se fasse entendre 4 son ceeur; 
il faut qu’elle lui dise ; venez @ moi. O 
bonté dun Dieu qui nous cherche, quand 
nous ne savons pas le chercher, et nous offre 
déliverance, quand nous ne savons pas la 
lui démander ! 


** Venez @ moi, tout est compris dans ces 
paroles si simples: peut-étre n’en con. 
cevez-vous pas toute l’étendue. 


‘* Venir ad Fésus, ce n’est pas seulement 
lui donner le nom de Maitre, lire de temps 
en temps sa parole, ou les livres que par- 
lent de lui. Ce n’est pas seulement rendre 
quelque hommage au Seigneur, venir dang 
son temple, a sa table ; chercher méme 
auprés de lui quelque soulagement dans 
nos peines. C’est plus que tout cela. Ces 
mots expriment le sentiment vif du besvin 
qu’on a de son secours ; un recours ardent 
a son intercession, a son sacrifice ; une 
confiance, un abandon, une soumission sans 
réserve ; en au mot, Phumilité, la foi, 
Pobéissance, ces trois grandes dispositions 
qui forment le Chretien.” 


M. Cellerier develops, with great 
force and feeling, each of these impor- 
tant ideas,and then points out the rest 
with which the dispositions they im- 
ply will be graciously followed. 


“L’homme s’approche de Jésus, et il 
est soulagé. Il se jette dans les bras de son 
Rédempteur comme dans un asile, et le 
calme renuit.””  * Ainsi Jésus donne véri- 
tablement /e repos. Repos de l’Esprit.” 
‘Repos de l’Ame.”? “ Repos du ceeur en- 
fin, qu’on n’obtient qu’ ens’unissant a son 
véritable objet.” 


Our limits will not allow us to en- 
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large our extracts from this beauti- 
ful discourse, or our readers would, 
we are assured, be equally charmed 
and edified by its scriptural senti- 
ments and pious exhortations. 

The fourth sermon, for the first 
Easter Communion, is on the animat- 
ed words of St. Paul, 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
“ Ye are bought -with a price ; there- 
fore glorify God in your body, and 
in your spirit, which are God's.” 
M. Cellerier considers this passage 
as exhibiting the true character of 
evangelical virtue. 


‘* Ce caractére, c’est |l’amour de Dieu, le 





ombre sans forme et sans coulenr.”* 


Weare sorry that we cannot do 
more than express our high admirg.- 
tion Of the contrast which follows 
between the feeble efforts of the mo. 
ralist to enforce his lessons, and the 
powerful effects produced by the 
preaching of the Cross of Christ; 
and of the eloquent application with 
which the sermon concludes ; but 
we feel ourselves admonished to 
proceed. 

The succeeding sermon for Easter- 
day on the Resurrection, from Psalm 


June, 


de sanction; qu’elle n’est plus qu’une 


désir de vivre pour lui, - ae a & cCxvill. 24, * This is the day which ] 
s ire ; désir, amour fondé sur la recon- , ‘ 
s goie  désry amour fondésus Je eeno- the Lord hath made ; we will -  f! 
Bienfait inoui. C’est un dévouement sans pon ee a oe me Contains a : 
bornes accompagné @humilité.” just and animated description of the ‘ 
importance and glory of that great t 
in pointing out the distinctive cha- ¢vent, both to the Saviour, and to his t 
racter of Christian virtue, M. Cel- church,—to Christ himself, as the 1 
lerier displays, with great ability, the grand proof of his Divine authority ; . 
insufficiency and defects of paganor to his disciples as the evidence of v 
mere worldly virtue. Inone word, it the acceptance of the Redeemer’s U 
was, and is, founded only on selfish- sacrifice, and the pledge of their own 
tiess. The superiority of the Chris- immortality. - 
tian principle is exemplified in the | ’ x 
character and conduct of the Apos- * Avouons le cependant ; elle ne pénetre tr 
; ales point (sce. cette joie Chrétienne) malgré ne 
tles ; but the delineation Is not sufit- nous dans notre Ame: pour en jouir, il faut ef 
ciently simple and detailed. The certaines dispositions que je dois vous rap- ne 
motive of Christian virtue, derived peler. T 
from the inestimable value of the | ae ‘ ha 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus, °° L’esperance dun bien ne nous émeut 80 
; ! gu’autant qu’elle s’accorde avec nos senti- vie 
is admirably developed and enforced. hens, nos desirs, et trouve en nous quel- $0 
“ C’est donc ainsi, Sagesse Eternelle, que eager. 
tu as voulu nous rappeler a toi par latolie — «& ging; pour apprecier les biens que a 
de la rédemption. Voila comment, Seig- Jesus nous assure en ressuscitant, il faut, pre 
neur, tu as trouvé dans les trésors de t€S © avoir senti le besoin d’un Sauveur. qu 
gratuités le secret de reprendre tes droits Op rien nest moins commun qu’un tel sal 


sur nous, de Ices accroitre, de les rendre it- sentiment.—2°, Une autre disposition qui 

resistibles ; le secret de faire mourir _ suit naturellement celle dont je viens 
} 

nous les penchans corrompus, et de N’y de parler, c’est un recours ardent #t | 
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teur du genre humain; cette foi qui sou- 
met esprit 4 ses enseignemens, le coeur 2 
ses préceptes ; cette foi qui change Vhom- 
me tout entier et le régémere, suivant la 
belle expression de nos saints livres. Mais 
helas! qu’il est peu @hommes chez qui la 
foi se montre sous de pareils traits !”” 


The reproof which follows is 
faithful and salutary. 

The next sermon is for Ascen- 
sion-day, on Coloss, iii. 1, “ Seek 
those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand of 
God.” This is throughout a most 
elevated and eloquent discourse, 
scriptural] in all its views, and calcu- 
lated to affect and persuade an en- 
lightened and polished audience. 
M. Cellerier animates his hearers to 
seek the things which are above, by 
the cheice ot which Christ has set 
us the example; by the certainty, 
resulting from his ascension of ob- 
taining them; and by the assistance 
which he promises for this purpose 
to ail who implore it. 


*O Jesus! il est done vrai qu’en lais- 
sant cette terre, tu as voulu achever 
Youvrage de notre redemption, nous mon. 
trer le chemin qui conduit au bonheur, 
nous préparer une place dans le séjour 
céleste, purifier nos affections, enflammer 
notie foi, soutenir nos pas chancelans. 
Toujours animé du méme amour, tu veux 
haber en nous par ton Esprit. Nous 
sommes pécheurs, et c’est de toi que 
viennent la remission et la grace. Nous 
sommes foibles, et c’est de toi que vienent 
le secours et la force. Nous sommes er- 
rans, et c’est par toi que nous sommes ad- 
mis dans la patrie. Le bonheur n’est que 
pres de toi, svec toi, en toi. O Seigneur! 
que ces idées sont douces! qu’elles sont 
salutaires et vivifiantes !” 


For the communion following As- 
cension.day, M, Cellerier discour- 
ses on the humiliation and exaltation 
of Christ, from the celebrated pas- 
sage, Philip. li. S5—11. The divini- 
'y and consubstantiality of the Son 
of God* are here as distinctly re- 


* This important doctrine is even more 
Plainly and formally asserted in the last 
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cognised and asserted, as by Bishop 
Sherlock himself, in his noble ser- 
mon on these words. The view 
which M. Cellerier takes of them is, 
however, chiefly practical. 


“ Ayez les mémes dispositions d’esprit que 
Fesus Christ a eues. Or, son exemple, tel 
qu'il est rappelé dans les paroles de mon 
texte, nous donne trois legons principales ; 
lecon de patiénce, et de confiance en Dieu ; 
legon d’humilité ; legon de charité.” 


We must content ourselves with 
extracting a few of the concluding 
sentences of this excellent discourse. 


“ Ah! qu’il seroit doux pour votre pas- 
teur, en vous adressant cette exhortation, 


-de pouvoir supposer que vous étes déja 


portés a la suivre ! Mais, O mon Sauveur, 
parmi ces hommes qui préterdent s’asseoir 
un jour 4 tes cé'és, en est-il beaucoup qui 
marchent sur testraces? Tu t’es abaissé; 
tu as voile ta Majesté Divine sous la forme 
d’un Serviteur; et ils aiment a s’elever, 4 
dominér, 4 se montrer sous le plus beau 
jour. Tu as supporté, tu as pardonné; 
et ils ne veulent rien supporter, riéq par- 
donner. Tu es mort pour notre salut; 
et ils ne vivent que pour eux-mémes. 


“O Fils de Dieu, celeste ami des hom- 
mes, Redempteur adorable ! Entraine-nous 
sur tes traces par la force et l’attrait de 
ton exemple. Dessille les yeux des aveu- 
gles! Anime et purifie le cccur des tiédes ! 
Fais-nous entrer tous, fais-nous avancer 
tous dans la belle carriére de tes elus. 
Que dans ce jour qui nous rappelle tes 
biénfaits, tes perfections et ton triomphe, 
nous formions le vaeu, nous prenions l’en- 
gagyement solemnel, d’imiter ta patience, 
ton humilité, ta charité, afin d’étre un jour 
associés 4 tagloire ; et que ta grace, O Seig- 
neur, que ta grace, sans laquelle nous ne 
sommes rien, nous ne peuvons rien, nous 
donne de Paccomplir! Ainsi soit-il !” 


The two following sermons are 
for VW/hitsunday. The former of 
them is on the noble declaration of 
St. Paul, Rom. i. 16. “I am _ not 


ashamed of the Gospel of Christ ; 


for it is the power of God unto sal- 


vation to every one that believeth.” 


discourse in this volume, on Romaps viii. 
32. pp. 475, 476. 
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The Gospel, observes M. Celle- 


Tier, in this able and energetic dis- 


course, is the power of God not only 
in the first but in every age, to re- 
concile man with his Creator, and 
justice with mercy in his salva- 
tion; to regenerate the human heart 
and deliver us from the dominion of 
sin ; to support and console us amidst 
the trials and afflictions of life. We 
must reluctantly confine ourselves to 
the second of these heads, 


‘* I] ne nous délivre pas seulement de la 
peine de nos fautes, mais de nos fautes 
elles-mémes, Et comment s’opére ce grand 
prodige? Le péché n’est-il pas ane lépre 
inherénte a notre nature? N’avons-nous 
pas des sens faciles a séduire, un cour 
foible et fragile, une imagination prompie 
as’enflammer? Ilest vrai, M. F., mais c’est 
encore ici que paroit cette puissance qui 
agit dans l’Evangile. Sans rien changer a 
notre constitution, a notre nature, il change 
tout en nous, par ce qu’il fait sur notre 
Ame des impressions nouvelles, plus fortes 
et plus vives que celles qui nous egaroient ; 
par cé qu’il nous donne d’autres mobiles, 
et met devant les yeux un autre but. 


**C’est par tous ces moyens, toutes ces 
pensées, tousces motifs réunis, que l’Evan- 
gile tend a régénerer homme, oui, 4 /e 
régénerer ; ce beau mot n’est point trop 
fort pour exprimer le changement de vues, 
(inclinations, de desirs qui doit s’operer 
en lui.” 


It is, however, to the second of 
the two sermons for Whitsunday 
that we must refer for the fullest 
view of M. Cellerier’s sentiments 
upon the important subject of Di- 
vine grace, where, from the solemn 
exhortation of St. Paul to the Ephe- 
sians, chap. iv. 30, he thus observes : 


‘* Ces paroles qui conviennent si bien a la 
féte qui nous rassemble, sont addressées a 
tous les membres de Vleglise. Les dons 
miraculeux répandus sur ies premiers dis- 
ciples ne devoieént avoir lieu que pour an 
temps, mais, vous le savez, les lumieres, 
les consolations, les vertus sont ottertes 
aux Chretiéns de tous les ages. Nous 
pouvons aspirer a ces dons précieux de 
VEsprit Divin, et PEvangile nous autorise 
a dire; l’Eternel habite en nous. Nous 
sommes les templesdu Saint Esprit. Quelle 





image, M. F.! Quelle grandeur dans cette 
idée ! 


“ Cette marque, ou ce sceau, c’est l’em. 
preinte auguste de l’image de Dieu re. 
tracée et rendue sensible en nous. C’egt 
la pureté, la justice, amour de Dieu et 
des hommes, la charité dont Jesus Christ 
a fait la livrée de ceux qui lui appartien. 
nent. 


* Or, je dis que PEsprit de Dieu nouns 
scelle, en nous éclairant, en nous donnant 
un sentiment vif et profond de la verité, en 
nous pénétrant de la beauté, de excel. 
lence de la religion, de son indispensable 
necessité pour le bonheur du genre hu. 
main ; en nous en donnant cette persuasion 
intime, sensible, qui passe jusqu’ au fond 
du ceeur pour ne s’en effacer jamais.” 


‘“Mais que fais-je? Compterai-je ici 
tous ses bientaits? Auteur de toute grace 
excellente! tout ce qu’il y a en nous dheu. 
reux, d’aimable, tout ce qu’il y a en nous 
de bien, ne vient-il pas de toi ?” 


Of the eight remaining sermons 
in the volume belore us, six refer in 
different degrees to the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper. The characters 
who are invited to approach that sa- 
cred table ; the dispositions of the ac- 
ceptable communicant ; the exami- 
nation previously required ; the com- 
memoration in that holy ordinance of 
all that our Saviour has done for us, 
the acknowledgment of all which 
he expects from us, and the recogni- 
tion of all which he permits us to 
hope for at his hands ; the sanctify- 
ing influence of a devout attendance 
at the Lord’s Supper, in producing 
seriousness of mind, in enforcing 
humility, and in awakening and pre- 
serving the Christian from spiritual 
sloth and languor; and, finally, the 
pledge which it affords to the true 
believer of all spiritual and temporal 
blessings ;—these are some of the 
important topics which M. Cellerier 
has treated with his accustomed 
piety, judgment, and affection. Com- 
pelled as we are by a necessary 
regard to brevity, to refrain from 
noticing them in detail, we cannot 
avoid extracting a few passages 
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from the discourse on Rom. v. 1. 
“ Therefore, being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God, through 


our Lord Jesus Christ,” for the pur- 
pose of bringing more distinctly be- 
fore our readers the sentiments of 
M. Cellerier upon the important sub- 
ject of justifying faith. 


«“ Avoir la paix avec Dieu, M. C.F., que 
ces paroles sont belles ! que Pidé- qu’elles 
nous offrent est grande et ravissant ! Quei ! 
pouvoir regarder comme un pére le pius 
auguste etle plus parfart des étres ; pouvoir 
sapprocber de lui, se reposer dans son sein 
avec une douce ceufiance ; pouvoir comp- 
ter sur $a protectiOu; pouvoir s’appliquer 
ces paroles st tendres qu’il addresse aux fi. 
déles dans ros saints livres, et ces espé- 
rances magnifiques qu leur présente, ou 
esi Phomme qui ne sou ému par ces pen- 
sées, et ne désire un bien si précigux !” 
ss Chrétiens ! la religion de Jésus peut 
seule nous assurer cette heureuse paix.” 
6“ Quit est donc wmportant d’examiner ce 
que uous avons a faire pour Pobtenir !” 
* Les dispositions nécessaires pour avoir 
la paix avec Dieu peuvent se réduire a une 
seule, /a foi. Etant justifiés par la foi, nous 
avons la paix avec Dieu. 


“ Voila pour des Chrétiens une vérité 
premiére et fondamentale. Dés V’en- 
fance on nous la répéte ; dés Venfance, 
le mot sacré de foi frappe nos oreilles ; 
mais qu’il est rare de se former sur son 
importance et sa nature des idées justes 
et précises. Laplupart des membres de 
Peglise se partagent entre deux erreurs. 
Les uns méconioissent la nécessité de la 
foi, les autres son efficace. Prouvons aux 
premiérs que la foi seule peut nous justifier. 
Montrous aux seconds, quels sont les vrais 
caractéres de cette foi qui justifie. C’est 
tout le plan de ce discours.” 


M. Cellerier accordingly proceeds 
to point out, that of the two only me- 
thods by which man can be accepted 
in the sightof God—by his own per- 
fect righteousness, or by forgiveness 
through the merits of another—the 
latter is that which alone is suited to 
usas fallen and guilty creatures, and 
which is revealed by the Gos- 
pel, 


_ “*Ce moyen, c’est le sacrifice offert sur 
‘croix, par Je grand Mediateur, par gon 
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propre Fils : cette condition, c’est le re- 
cours ace Redempteur généreux ; c’est la 
foi. Ouvrez VEvangile, vous y verrez a 
chaque page que l’homme est justifié, non 
par le mérite de ses ceuvres, mais par la foi ; 
justifié, non comme les tribunaux humains 
justifient, mais comme il apparticat a la 
bonté infinie de jusufier. Il n’est pas re- 
connu innocent, mais il est rétab!i dans les 
priviléges de l’innoceace. I! faut que sentant 
qu’il n’a point de ressource en lui-méme, 
il léve les yeux avec espérance sur celui qui 
meurt: pour les enfans d’Adam. I! faut 
qu’il le regarde, comme les Juifs mourans 
contemploient jad's le serpent dairain élevé 
pour guérir leurs blessures. Voila le seul 
moyen de salut. Assi, M. F., dés que 
Vhomme vient 4 Jésus avec sincériié, et de 
toutes les puissances de son aime, 6 divin 
pouvoir de la foi' les mérites de Jésus 


_couvrent ses transgressions, la justice de 


Jésus devient sa justice, les droits de 
Jésus ses propres droits ; et comme il 
s’\entifie avec ce Sauveur adorable, par ses 
désirs et ses espérances, il ne forme plus 
qu’un avec Jui, Alors il peut avoir la paix 
avec Dieu ; il peut avoir communion avec 
Dieu.” 


After pointedly enforcing upon 
the mere moralist and the self-righ- 
tecus, the necessity of this faith for 
justification in the sight of God, M. 
Cellerier adverts to the opposite er. 
ror upon this subject, to which he 
had referred—to the fatal error of 
those who are contented with an in- 
efficacious and unproductive faith. 


* Comme si la foi Chretienne,” as he 
justly observes, ** la foi qui justifie, n’etoit 
pas inséparable des cuvres. 


“ Rien west plus certain, M. F. le mot 
de foi dans nos saints livres comprend 
toutes les vertus, par ce que toutes en de- 
coulent. Elle est sans doute soumission de 
esprit, mais elle est plus encore amour, 
devouement duceur. Crest le sentiment 
profond d’une Ame pénétrée de sa misere 
naturelle, et des bienfaits de Jésus, qui 
aime beaucoup, par ce que ses péchés qui soné 
en grand nombre, lui ont étés pardonnés, 
d’une ame qui, s’attachant a son Divin Sau- 
veur, comme a sa seule espérance, a son 
seul bien, lui soumet tout son étre, se donne 
4 lui sans reserve, n’aspire qu’ a etre ani- 
mé de son Esprit, n’existe plus que par 
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lui et pour lui; ses affections se réforment 
etse reglent sur celles de son Maitre ; elle 
participe en quelque sorte a sa sainteté, et 
vit de sa vie. Ainsi, quand le cultivateuc 
ente une branche fragile sur un tronc 
Vigoureux, si cetle union s’opere, elle ne 
peut demeurer stérile ; le rameau se nourrit 
de la méme séve qui circule dans larbre 
dout il fait partie; 11 se couvre de fleurs, et 
se couronne de fruits. 


“ Maintenant, M. F., concevez-vous le 
prix et l’etendue de la véritable foi. Vous 
avez vu quels sont ses effets mervilleux. 
Par rapport a Dieu, elle le désarme, elle 
Pappaise. Par rapport a homme, ce n’est 
pas assez de dire qu’elle le calme, le con- 
sole, V’enchante par les plus ravissantes 
espérances: elle Panime dune ame nou- 
velle. C’est decelui qui la posscde, que 
VEcriture a dit ces belles paroles: Qui- 
conque est né de Dieu ne péche plus. Est-il 
rien de plus noble, de plus grand, de plus 
heureux que cette foi ? 


** Desirons-la, Chretiens; faisons tout 
ee qui est en notre pouvoir pour en étre 
revétus.”? ‘ Sont-ce 14 vos sentimens, 
M. C. F.? Prions Dieu de Jes produire 
ou de les fortifier, de les fixer a jamais 
dans nos ames par son Esprit. Cette toi, 
qui justifie et qui régénére en méme temps, 
est un de ses dons, (Ephes. ti. 8.) ellelen 
est Je plus precicux.” .) 

“OQ Dieu, Dieu des misericordes! 
Achéve tonouvrage: donne-nous @'étre puis- 
samment fortifiés par ton Esprit dans 
“honime interieur, ensorte que Christ habite 
dans nos caurs par la foi. Seigneur Jesus ! 
fais nous entendre aujourd’hui cette voix de 
wrace que tu addressois jadis 2 ceux qui 
recourment atoi. Votre foi vous a sauvé; 
allez en paix. Fais-nous ainsi jouir du repos 
de Pame au milieu des orages et des 
souffrances de cette vie, jusqu’ a Pheureux 
periode ou tu nous introduiras dans le 
séjour de Véternelle paix, et o& nous ne 
serons plus gu’un avec tai !” 


We pass by, with regret, an ad- 
mirable and most useful discourse 
for a fast-day, on dukewarmness, trom 
the Complaint of our Lord to the 
Church of Laodicea, Rey. lii. 14—16. 
in order to notice, more particularly 
‘han we should otherwise be able, 
‘he last but one in this volume, for 
Christmas-day, on Luke xix. 10, 
‘* The Son of Man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.’ 


In this excellent sermon the lost and 
corrupt condition of mankind and re. 
demption through Jesus Christ are 
plainly stated and powerfully proved, 
The corruption of human nature jg 
argued by an appeal to ourselves, to 
the state of the world, and to the 
testimonies of Scripture. 

After referring to our natural and 
intellectual weakness in proof of the 
fallen condition of mankind, M. Cel. 
lerier thus proceeds :-—_ 


‘* Mais c’est dans notre ame surtout, 
que je trouve les preuves de notre degra. 
dation. C’est la qu’ est le siege du mal, 
le foyer de la blessure que homme s'est 
faite 4 lui-meme. II n’est aucun de nous 
dont le cour a cété des plus nobles princi. 
pes du bien, n’a les semences de Vorgueil, 
de la sensualité, de ces passions fatales 
qui ont perdu nos premiers parens, et qui 
désolent encore aujourd’hui la societé. 
L’enfant lui meme témoigne du vice de son 
origine: nous appelons son age, age de 
innocence; helas! s’il merite ce nom, 
c’est plus par l’ignorance du mal que par 
Vamour du bien, Avant méme que Pen. 
fant commence a bégayer, on démélé 
duns ses cris, dans ses gestes, lobstin- 
ation, la violence, le desir de la domina- 
tion. 


‘* Dans ame du plus juste des hommes, 
combien de pensées mauvaises, de mouve- 
mens coupables, de fuiblesses honteuses! 
ll éprouve avec etonnement, avec douleur, 
ce combat interieur, dont parle l’Apdétre 
(Rom. vii. 25.) 


** On sent, si je l’ose dire, que Vequilibre 
de cette belle machine est rompu. J’en 
appelle ici &2 tout homme droit et sincere. 


“Est-ce done 14 Vouvrage d’un étre 
souverainement bon et heureux, qui ne doit 
rieuw produire qui ne lui ressemble? Non, 
non, une creature si miserable ne geroit 
point digne d’un tel Créateur. Il ne Va 
pas formée dans Pétat od nous la voyors. 
Elle est tombée. Elle s’est perdue.” 


The redemption of a race thus 
fallen and lost, by the mediation, 
sufferings, and death of the Son of 
God, is then declared in terms 
which, after the preceding view of 
M. Cellerier’s sentiments upon this 
great subject, it woud be unneccs: 
saty to repeat. We have dweit upo” 





we 
tio! 
dre 
tua 
Ma 
fact 
brie 
is t 
the 
ly ir 
awal 
Cell 
a me 
tors- 
inc 
his p 
is it 
whic 
of it 
every 
to all, 
Rion | 
hibit 
ing, i 
Clergy 
In ang 
lion : 
Matter 
that j 
Punist 
We de 
consist 
Princir 
have tc 








1820.) 


this discourse rather than upon some 
others equally valuable and impor- 
tant, from the circumstance of its 
being composed upon the very same 
passage of scripture which forms the 
text of one of M. Malan’s, which was 
the occasion of so much offence at 
Geneva; a coincidence which allows 
us, in closing for the present our re- 
view of these volumes, to recur to 
the subject with which we commenc- 
edit.—It must, we think,have appear. 
ed sufficiently clear, after the extracts 
which we have given from M. Cel. 
lerier’s sermons, that the doctrines 
which he preaches, without being 
formed upon the peculiar system of 
Calvin, are substantially those of eve- 
ry reformed and Protestant church ; 
that is, scriptural and evangelical : 
we would add, that, with the excep- 
tion of some harsh and revolting ad- 
dresses to his hearers, they are vir- 
tually the same as those which M. 
Malan has asserted. Now, upon this 
fact, we beg leave to make one or two 
briefobservations. Inthe first place, 
is there not some inconsistency in 
the proceedings of the dominant par- 
tyin the Church of Geneva? Weare 
aware of the advantage which M. 
Cellerier enjoys from being himself 
4member of the Company of Pas- 
tors—a privilege which he possesses 
in common with several others of 
his pious and orthodox brethren ; but, 
is itnot surprising, that a church, 
which, from the very circumstance 
of its having unhappily discarded 
every confession of faith, is bound 
to allow an unlimited freedom of opt- 
hion to all its members, should ex- 
hibit the singular anomaly of tolerat- 
ingyin one or more of its beneficed 
clergy, sentiments which it proscribes 
in another of inferior rank and Sta- 
Won; or, if the manzer and not the 
matter be the ground of objection, 
that it should visit with so heavy a 
Punishment a defect in the former? 
We do not mean to say that this in- 
consistency is at all contrary to the 
Principles of human nature ;—we 
have too many instances of it among 
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ourseives ;—=but, for the honour of 
our Protestant sister of Geneva, we 
should truly rejoice in its removal. 
On the other hand, it becomes M. 
Malan to call himself to. a strict 
account, and to consider whether the 
inconveniences he has incurred, and 
the dissensions which have unhappi- 
ly arisen between him and the Com- 
pany of Pastors, might nct have been 
obviated, by closely imitating that 
meekness of Christian wisdom which 
shines 80 conspicuously in M. Celle- 
rier. 

In concluding this portion of our 
review, we beg to express our heart- 
felt satisfaction in the delivery and 
publication of such discourses as 
those of M. Cellerier. Were it not 
for the general sentiment which pre- 
vails concerning the absence of sound 
doctrine among the Genevese clergy, 
and for the painful facts to which we 
have referred, we should have sup- 
posed that a church in which state- 
ments and exhortations so pure and 
scriptural as those which we have 
exhibited in the preceding passages, 
have been produced, could not be 
defective in its avowed standard of 
faith and practice. We cannot but 
entertain a sanguine hope, that the 
labours of M. Cellerier will be crown- 
ed with an abundant blessing to the 
body of which he is so distinguished 
an ornament, and to which he is eyi- 
dently so affectionately attached; and 
that its leading members will, ere 
long, perceive the necessity of recur- 
ring to those grand and unchangeable 
truths of the Gospel which M. Cel- 
lerier has so ably developed, and 
so persuasively recommended, and 
which form the only solid founda- 
tion both of public and of private hap- 
piness. 

In the sequel of this article we 
shall have an opportunity of making 
a few general remarks upon the style 
and manner which characterize the 
sermons before us, as well as of 
pointing out any imperfections which 
may occur to us. Inthe meantime, 
we cordially recommend them te 
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the attention of such of our readers 
as can obtain access to them, assuring 
them, that they cannot fail to derive 
both edification and pleasure from 
such pious and interesting instruc- 
tions. 

Prefixed to most of M. Cellerier’s 





discourses are appropriate prayers, 
agreeably to the practice of the 
Church of Geneva, which breathe 
the genuine spirit of their devout ay- 
thor, and of the Gospel of Christ, 


(To be continued.) 


LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 
&e. &e. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


PREPARING for publication :—Operations 
and Discoveries in Egypt and Nubia, by G, 
Belzoni ;—Travels in Syria and Mount Si- 
nai, by J. L. Burckhardt ; —History of the 
House of Guelph, by Dr. Halliday ;— 
Notes on Riode Janeiro, by J. Luccock ;— 
Memoirs of Arthur Young, by Dr. Paris. 


In the press :—Travels in Sicily, Greece, 
and Albania, by the Rev. T. Hughes ;— 
An Architectural Tour in Normandy, by 
D. Turner ;—Italv and its Inhabitants, by 
J. Galiffe ;—Chinese Narrative of an Em- 
bassy to the Tartars, translated by Sir G. 
Staunton ;—Sacred Leisure, a Collection of 
Poems, by the Rev. F. Hodgson. 


Oxford.—Prize Compositions. Chan- 
cellor’s Prizes :—Latin Essay, J S. Boone, 
of Christ Church. English Essay, A. Mac- 
dennell, M. A. of Christ Church. Latin 
Verse, William Ralph Churton, of Queen’s 
Coilege.—Sir Roger Newdigate’s Prize, 
Eaglish Verse, William Ewart, of Christ 
Church. 


The Vice-President and Fellows of Mag- 
dalei College Iately went in procession 
from St Mary’s church to the dissolved 
college of Hertford, tor the purpose of lay- 
ing ithe ‘oundation-stone of the new build- 
ings inmended for the future residence of 
ths members of Magdalen Hall.—Hertford 
College uaving escheated to the Crown, 
his preset majesty, when Regent, was 
graciously pleased to direct a grant of the 
site,» °: ali the property attached to it, in- 


clay ~ excellent library of books, to be 
ma’ ¢ Chancellor, Masters, and Scho- 
le: _- University, in trust for the Prin- 
cn. : other Members of Magdalen Hail 
fore. 


Canordve —The University has granted 
3000/, tov ards building and furnishing an 


Observatory, which is to be commenced as 
soon as an additional 5000/, by subscription 
are collected. 


Sir W. Browne’s three gold medals for 
the present vear are adjudged as follow: 
For the Greek Ode and Latin Ode, to Mr, 
Coleridge, of King’s College ; and for the 
Epigrams, to Mr. Rich. Okes, of the same 
society. 


The subject of the Seatonian prize poem 
for the present year, is, ‘* The Omnipre- 
sence of the Supreme Being.” 


The Court of Chancery has ordered that 
three new Craven University Scholarships 
shall be established, at a stipend of 50/. 
each. 


It has been determined by Government, 
on the recommendation of the Board of 
Longitude, that an astronomical observato- 
ry shall be erected at the Cape of Good 
Hope, upon the same scale as the Royal 
Observatory at Greenwich, and the ap- 
pointment of Astronomer at the Cape has 
been conferred on Mr. F, Fallows, of Cam- 
bridge. 


The Report of the last year’s proceedings 
of the Society for promoting the Enlarge- 
ment and Building of Churches and Cha- 
pels, atter noticing the exertions and pro- 
gress of the Suciety, states, that 211 appli- 
cations had been received ; 120 of which 
were under consideration ; and that iil 
granis had been made for enlarging, build- 
ing, repairing, and giving free seats. The 
grants amounted to 29,347/. and increaseé 
accommodation had been given for 36,597 
persons, of which there were 26,386 free 
sittings. 


The Royal Humane Society has, since 
its establishment in 1774, restored 488? 
persons to society, in the metropolis 
and its neighbourhood. At its last ann- 


[ June, 


Prayer 


Rey, \ 


=— 22> eee ws we ots cc 


ne 
sté 
pu 
Re 
as 

ly ( 
del 


Up 
it 
The 
pnb 
Phil 
lace 
1's 


Ri 
Vids, 
ery i 
Chure 

Hor 
9 the 
‘imeo 


The 


Bibl 


Old Te 
<! 2s 


t 


Serm 
06. 6 
Serm. 
_Serm 
3. bog 


ee 
Lory 





‘ 
Pp 
a¢ 
O- 
lie 
sh 


ce 
389 
ylig 





1820. | 


the Secretary, Mr. Barber, stated, 
that its objects were two-fold ;—the first, 
relating to persons who were rescued from 
drowning ; and the second, to individuals, in 
a state of suspended animation, from what- 
evercause. Within forty years, more than 
twenty thousand claimants had received the 
rewards due to their meritorious exertions 
in having saved so many of their fellow be. 
ings from premature death, and there were 
instances upon record of the most heroic 
bravery on the part of many of the persons 
to whom the Society had presented the 


sribute of its approbation, 


versary, 


France.—Count Volney has bequeathed 
iy his will a sum amounting to a perpetual 
rent of 1,200 francs (50/. sterling) as a 
prize to be adjudged by the Institute to 
the author of the best treatise on Eastern 
Languages, and especially on the simplifi- 
cation of their characters. 


United States —Considerable attention is 
nail to theological literature in several 
states of the American Union. Dr. Ely has 
published three volumes of a Theological 
Review, which a correspondent describes, 
as *¢ weil written, chiefly original, and high- 
ly Calvinistical.”” Bishop White of Phila- 
jelphia has just published a Zistory of the 
Upiscopal Church in the United States ; but 
it is chiefly confined to Pennsylvania. 
There are several monthly and quarterly 
publications in Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia, on religion. The last in Phi- 
ladelphia is the Episcopal Magazine. In 
vs part of the United States great harmo- 
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ny prevails among the different sects : but, 
in Boston and New York, the sectarian 
controversies are carried on with zeal. In 
Massachusetts, Unitarianism flourishes : 
and a quarterly publication, entitled The 
Christian Disciple, supports that doctrine. 
A complete edition of the works of Mrs. 
More has recently been printed at New 
York. Mr. Horne’s valuable * Introduc- 
tion to the critical Study and Knowledge 
of the holy Scriptures,” has been announc- 
ed for publication, by subscription, at Bos- 
ton.—We are glad to find there is a de- 
mand for works like these in the United 
States. We could add a number of other 
reprints of religious publications ; besides 
a large variety in secular literature. 


Egypt.—The Pacha of Egypt has sent 
several youths to Milan to study the sci- 
ences and arts of Europe, under the direc- 
tion of Sig. Morosi. These young Egyp- 
tians are charged with the duty of transla- 
ting the Gazette of Milan into Arabic. By 
this means the Pacha will have the news 
of Europe, as well political as literary, &c. 
transmitted to him with speed and conve- 
nience. 


India.—Government have determined on 
dedicating another new building in Calcut- 
ta to Divine worship. The Bishop has 
allowed his chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Haw- 
tayne, to perform the clerical duties. A 
school room is to be built in the vicinity, 
the expenses of which will be defrayed out 
of certain funds at the disposal of the 
bishop. 


oo 


LIST OF NEW 


THEOLOGY. 


A Letter to the Lord Bishop of St. Da- 
is, in Reply to his Letter entitled ** Po- 
ery Incapable of Union with a Protestant 
Church ;” by S. Wix. 2s. 6d. 

Hore Homiletice ; or, 1200 Discourses 
‘the whole Scriptures ; by the Rev. C. 
“meon, 11 vols. 8vo. 52. 15s. 6d. bds. 

The Domestic Minister’s Assistant ; or 
Prayers for the Use of Families ; by the 
sev, William Jay. 8vo. 93. boards. 

_ Biblical Criticism on the Books of the 
Jid Testament, and Translations of Sacred 
“ngs ; by Samuel Horsley. 4 vols. 8vo. 

23. boards. 

sermons ; by the Rev. D. W. Garrow. 

NN. OU, 

Sermons ; by the Hon. W. Herbert. 4s. 
_Sermons ; by the Rev. W. Gilpin. 8y9. 
. boards, 

Vbrist, Obsery. No. 222. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


A Course of thirteen Sermons on Re- 
generation ; by J. Sutcliffe. 6s. 

An Inquiry, chiefly on Principles of Reli- 
gion, into the Nature and Discipline of Hu- 
man Motives ; by the Rev. Jolin Penrose. 
10s. 6J. boards, 

Discourses and Dissertations; by the 
Rev. L, Booker. 2 vols. 8vo. 12, Is. bds. 

A Sermon preached at Selkirk after the 
lamented Death of the Rev. George Law- 
son ; by Adam Lawson. Is. 6d, 

The School Visitor’s Assistant, in a Col- 
lection of Prayers ; by Harriet Corp. Is. 

Evidences of Christianity, stated to an 
ingenuous Mind doubtful ofits Authority ; 
by the Rev. James Bean. 8vo. 1s. 

The Best of Kings ; or, George III.; a 
Sermon preached Feb. 27, 1820, in the 
French Protestant Church, calfed Le 
Quarré, Little-Dean street, Soho ; by J. E. 
Chirol, A. M. 8vo. Qs. 6d. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


A View ofthe Agriculture, Manufac- 
tures, Statistics, and State of Society of 
Germany and Part of Holland and France; 
by W. Jacob. 4to. 1. 15. 

An Account of Timbuctoo and Housa, 
Territories in the Interior of Africa; by El 
Hage Abd Salum Shabeenie. With Notes, 
critical and explanatory. 8vo. 12s bds. 

A Visit tothe Province of Upper Cana- 
da ; by James Strachan, in 1819, 8vo, 6s.6d. 

A New Picture of Naples and its Envi- 
rons, by Marien Vasi, illustrated with maps 
and views. 18mo. 10s. 6d, bound. 

An Itinerary of Denmark, Sweden, Nor- 
way, and Russia; by M. Reichard, illus- 
trated witha map. 7s. 

An Itinerary of Spainand Portugal; by 
M. Reichard, with a map. 7s. 

Tour ofthe Graud Junction Canal, with 
engravings; by J. Hassel. 

A Picture of Margate ; by W. C. Oulion. 
20 plates. 38vo. 9s. 

The History and Antiquities of Eynes- 
bury, and St, Neot’s in Huntingdonshire, 
and of St. Neot’s in the County of Corn- 
wall, with 50 engravings ; by G. C. Gor- 
ham. 18s. Fine, 21s. 

Journey through Italy ; by W. A. Cadell. 
2 vols, 8vo. 12. 16s. 

Narrative of a Journey into Persia, and 
Residence at Teheran, &c. From the 
French of M. Tancoigne. 12s. 

Travels in the North of Germany; by 
Thomas Hodgkin. 2 vols. 8vo. 11. 4s. 

Travels onthe Continent; for the Use 
of Travellers ; by M. Starke. 8vo. 12. 5s. 

A Voyage to India; by the Rev. James 
Cordiner. 8vo. 7s. 

Prince Maximilian’s Travels in Brazil. 
4to, /. 2s. boards. 

Narrative of a Residence in Ireland ;_ by 
Apne Plumptre. 4to, 2/. Qs. 

Journal of two Expeditions beyond the 
Biue Mountains and into the Interior of 
New South Wales ; by John Oxley, Esa. 
RN. 4to. 2/.10s. 

Extracts on Education, fram the most 
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An Essay on the Nature and Genius of 
the German Language ; by Boileau. 8vo, 

Londina Mlustrata: Graphic and His- 
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Chapels, &e. in the Cities and Suburbs of 
Tondon and Westminster; by R. Witkin- 
son. Elephant 4to, 22/. sheets. Atlas 
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Part I. of Picturesque [ilustrations of 
Buenos Ayres, and Monte Veido, Ele- 
phant 4to. 12s, Atlas 4to, 12. Is. 

Part I. of a Picturesque Tour of the 
Foglish Lakes, Hlustrated by Views, De- 


Elephant 4to. 10s, 6d. 
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my 4to, Os. 


Kenilworth Illustrated, with Designs by 
Westall. Part I. med. 4to. 10s. 6d. sewed, 

A History of the Indian Archipelago. 
by John Crawford. 3 vols. 8vo. 2/, 19s. 
6d. buards. 

The third volume of a Summary of the 
History of the English Church ; by J. Grant, 
8vo. 12s. boards. 

An Introduction to Modern History, 
from the Birth of Christ to the present 
Time ; by the Rev. J. Hort. 2vols. 109 
6d. bound. 

The History of the Anglo-Saxons ; by 
Sharon Turner. S vols. 27, 8s. 

A History of the West Indies ; by the 
late Rev. Thomas Coke, 3 vols. with maps 
and plates. 17. 4s. 

Notices illustrative of the Drawings and 
Sketches of Distinguished Masters in De. 
sign ; by the late Henry Revely. 8vo. 19s, 

Memorabilia ; or, Recollections, Histor- 
ical, Biographical, and Antiquarian ; by J, 
Savage. Nos. I.to VII. 1s. each. 

Original Miscellanies, in Prose and 
Verse ; by J. L. Bicknell. 8vo. 9s. 

Coronation Ceremonies, with engrav. 
ings ; by Richard Thomson. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Stanzas to the memory of the late King ; 
by Mrs. Hemans, is. 6d. 

The River Duddon, a series of Sonnets; 
by William Wordsworth. 8vo. 12s. bds. 

The Renegade, with other Poems ; by 
Hollingsworth. Svo. 5s. bds. 

Slavery, a Poem, by L. Smith. 12mo. 4s. 

A Fragment of the History of Jobn Bull, 
with the Birth, Parentage, &c. of Jack Rad- 
ical, with incidental Remarks. 8vo, 4s. 

A Letter to the Earl of Harrowby, Pres- 
ident of the Council, on the Discovery o! 
the late Conspiracy. Is. 

The Political Constitution of the Spanish 
Monarchy, as proclaimed by the Cortes, at 
Cadiz, 19th March, 1812. i2mo. 3s. 6d. 

Introductien to the Science of Short 
Hand ; by Wm. Gawtress. 12mo. 5s. bds. 

Memoirs of Mrs. Joanna Turner. 4s. 

Memoirs of the Kev. S. J. Milis ; by G. 
Spring. 4s. 

Georgiana ; or Anecdotes of King George 
III. ;by J. Cobbin. 2s. 6d. 

Memoirs of the late R. L. Edgewortl, 
with portraits and plates, 2 vols.8vo. 1/.10s. 

Memoirs of the Life and Writings 0! 

‘Luis de Camoens ; by Jobn Adamson. 2 
vols. 1/. 48. boards. 
Memoirs of Mrs. Westbrook. 1s. 6¢. 
The Life of John Wesley, and the Rise 
and Progress of Methodism ; by R. South- 
ey. 2vols. 8vo, 1/. 8s. . 
Relics of Royalty ; or Anecdotes 0% 
George the Third ; by Jos. Taylor. ~~ 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE s50- 
CIETY. 


The sixteenth anniversary of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society was held May 
Sd, and was most respectably attended. 
The President, Lord Teignmouth, tock 
the chair. There were also present, the 
Duke of Gloucester, the Bishops of Glou- 
cester and Salisbury, the Earl of Harrow- 
by, Viscount Calthorpe, Lords Gambier, 
Exmouth, and Ashdown, the Right Hon, 
©. Grant, Mr. Wilberforce, &c. &c. 


Lord Teignmouth, after offering a trib- 
ute of respect tothe memory of the Duke 
of Kent, presented Letters from the Arch- 
bishop of Tuam,and the Bishops of Cloyne, 
Norwich,and Durham. The following are 
afew extracts. The Archbishop of Tuam 
in accepting the office of a vice-president, 
remarks :—‘** I am most sensible of the 
high honor conferred upon me by the Com- 
mittee, in placing me in so distinguished 
a situation for the promotion and extension 
of such a cause, and I pray my God to make 
me an humble but useful instcument in 
spreading the Gospel of his Son Jesus 
Christ over the nations of the world.” 


The Bishop of Cloyne writes: ‘lam 
sensible of the service done to the general 
cause of religion, by the countenance it re- 
ceives fromour Annual Meetings, to en. 
courage the reading of the true word of 
God, in all nations and languages; and in 
times like the present, when the father of 
evil is employing his children in dissemi- 
nating opinions of the most blasphemous 
nature, there is a more forcible call upon 
every one of us, to state thus publicly whose 
servants we are; to shew that we are not 
ashamed of the faith we profess; and to 
save as many brands as we can out of the 
fire. These are not days for Christians to 
dispute with Christians on inferior points, 
but to make a common cause against the 
common enemy,” 


The Bishop of Norwich writes: ‘* The 
duties of my diocese imperiously call me 
to Norwich : Indeed, 1 am now upon my 
road to that place : were it otherwise, old 
as lam, I should feel strongly inclined to 
make a last effort to be present at the anni- 
versary of our glorious and interesting 


meeting ; forthe purpose of bearing my 
dying testimony in favour of an institution, 
which I am firmly persuaded hath effected 
more spiritual good to mankind than hath 
been achieved in the same time, since the 
days of the Apostles.” 


The following is the letter of the venera.- 
ble Bishop of Durham, now in his eighty- 
sixth year.—‘“* Having for some years, been 
reluctantly compelled by my advanced age 
to discontinue my attendance on the anni- 
versaries of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, I cannot but feel some apprehen- 
sion, lest the cause of my absence should 
either be forgotten or misconstrued into 
coldness towards its concerns. Your lord- 
ship will therefore allow me to request 
that you will assure the meeting, that my 
feelings on this most interesting subject 
admit not of being changed ; or rather, 
that they have indeed been changed, from 
the confident anticipation of great future 
benefits, with which I hailed the earlier ef. 
forts of the Society, into devout and fer- 
vent gratitude for the success with which 
its maturer labours have been crowned. 
May those labours continue to be made 
with zeal and charity and Christian meek- 
ness! andthen we may be humbly confi- 
dent that the favour of Almighty God will 
continue to attend and bless them.” 

“*S, DuneEum.” 


“P.S. I trouble your lordship to add 
the enclosed draft for fifty pounds to the 
funds of the Society.” 


The following letter was then read from 
the Right Hon. N. Vansittart. 


‘* My dear Sir,—I was more than ordi- 
narily anxious, under the circumstances 
which have lately occurred, not to miss 
the celebratior. of the anniversary of the 
Bible Society ; and I had made such ar- 
rangements for business, as I thought 
would secure me some leisure this morn- 
ing. I however find myself, entangled, 
from circumstances not at all within my con- 
trol, in such a manner, that I have no hope 
of being able to leave this part of the town; 
and am therefore compelled to request you 
to convey to Lord Teignmouth the assu- 
rance of my regret. 

“N, VANSITTART.” 
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The Report of the Committee commenc- 
ed with the foreign relatiirs of the Society. 
—In France their exertions had answered 
their most sanguine expectations, The 
duke d’Angouléme had expressed himself 
most friendly towards the Society and their 
objects, and the duke de Cazes had sub- 
scribed 1000 livres in support of their funds, 
—I) the United States and their dependen- 
cies, Christians of every denomination, and 
even Jews, «xhibit the must earnest desire 
to possess the Scriptures, and to support 
the societies by which they are distributed. 
—From Sw tzerland, Hanover, Saxony, 
Wirtemberg, Prussia, Denmark, Russia, 
Sweden, and Norway, the intelligence was 
ofthe most gratifying kind, Similar ac- 
counts had been received from the lonian 
Tsiands, and from Athens, where Buble So. 
cieties liad been established —The Eighth 
Report of the Calcutta Bible Society, and 
that from Madras and its dependencies, 
furnished abundant proof ofits advantages. 
—In China, though the jealous power of 
the government still operates to prevent 
the admission of the holy Scriptures ; yet 
well founded hopes are entertained, that 
the exe: tions which are making will even- 
tually succeed in diffusing the light of the 
Guspel over that vast empire. Under the 
direction of Dv. Morrison, the whole Bible 
has now been translated into the Chinese 
language, and the one thousand pounds vo- 
ted by the Society for that object had been 
duly appropriated.—The New South Wales 
Bible Society had been zealously support. 
ed by all the civil, military, and ecclesiasti- 
cal authorities in the colony, and its estab- 
lishment promised the most beneficial re- 
sults. —The reports which had been made 
from the South Sea Islands were most gra- 
tifying. The whole Gospel of St. Luke had 
been translated into the Otaheitan lan- 
guape, aid three thousand copies had been 
printed snd nearly distributed.—In Africa 
and America, the kingdom of Hayti, and 
the Western Archipelago, there was un- 
questionable evidence of the great and 
growing success of that holy cause in 
which the Society is engaged. 


His royal highness the Duke of Glov- 
cester remarked: ** When we look beck 
to the period at which this institution was 
first founded, andthe difficulties it had to 
encounter, ~e perceive that it was like the 
seed cast into the earth: but now it has 
hecome a magnificent tree, which not only 
slielters our own country, but extends its 





branches over almost every part of the 
world, I know not which side of the pic- 
ture most to admire,or which is most grati- 
fying tocontemplate. At home, wherever 
the Bible has been sent, wherever the Bi. 
ble has been read, wherever the Bible has 
been received; there, the crimes which 
have disgraced other parts of the country 
have been in a great measure prevented - 
and in foreign countries, where Great Bri- 
tain has extended, I will not say her con. 
quests, but her possessions, she is sending 
her Bible as the only source of comfort in 
this world, and the only guide to happiness 
inabetter. If we look at our Eastern em- 
pire, where our noble chairman has acted 
so distinguished a part, in whicb he has 
been followed by others who move in the 
same direction, there also you are fulfilling 
the instructions of our Saviour, WhenJ 
witness this respectable meeting, when | 
reflect on the Report which has just been 
read,and when I consider how large a por. 
tion of Europe, which was once in league 
against us, is now associated with us, and, 
above all, when I consider the command of 
our Saviour, I am persuaded it will be un- 
necessary for me to urge you to perseve- 
rance.” 


The Earl of Harrowby.—-“* Accustomed, 
as I have been to scenes of argument, 
where every observation that is made calls 
up an opponent with an argument of an op- 
posite tendency, I feel little equal to such 
a meeting as this: but itis with a feeling 
of the most gratifying nature, that U find 
there is one subject on which all may 
concur ; that there is one point on which 
we may all assemble, and unite with heart 
and hand, and that a point not chosen for 
the purpose of fixing a lever to subvert or 
destroy the world, but a point on which 
the centre of the gravity ofthat world must 
rest—a point round which all its discor- 
dant elements may range themselves in har- 
mony and peace. Having said so much, | 
will only add my wishes and my prayers, 
that others, beiter able to do justice to 
such a subject than myself, may have ma- 
hy, many opportunities of returning thanks 
to your President on simiiar occasions.” 


Lord Ashtown.—* It gives me sincere 
pleasure to second a motion of thanks to 
the noble chairman for his exertions, 
which are so well known, not only in 
this country but through the world. A 
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cause supported by so much rank, learning, 
and piety, must succeed : but there is ano- 
ther and still stronger ground for my confi- 
dence in the ultimate success of this cause, 
which is, that it is the cause of God and of 
truth, and therefore the gates of hell shall 


not prevail against it.” 


Lord Teignmouth.—“ We have satisfac- 
tory information of the influences of the So- 
ciety in promoting extensive moral refor- 
raation. We have Catholic attestation, that 
‘in schools of that communion, ‘a rew 
spiritual life, a sense of, and taste for, reli- 
gion, an aspiration afier higher and heaven- 
jy objects, have been excited im many 
vouthful minds,’ by the perusal of the New 
Testament, and that impressions had been 
made on them, which justify the most pleas- 
ing hopes with respect to future genera- 
tions. And what is said of the inhabitants 
of one country, May, it is presumed, be ap- 
plied to those of others :—* Fruits of piety 
and good works, the genuine produce of 
the seed of the Divine word, are seen to 
adorn the lives and conversation of thou- 
sands.’ 


‘In these testimonies, the members and 
triends of the Bible cause have ample re- 
muneration for their exertions, as well as 
the most encouraging motives for persever- 
ance in their work of benevolence. But I 
io not hesitate to say, in the pious and im- 
pressive language of a continental Bible 
society, 


“«Ifamong the thousands to whom the 
Bible is given, only one weary pilgrim of 
iis earth should be refreshed—one suffer- 
er relieved—one weak believer strengthen- 
ed—one thoughtless sinner roused—one 
wanderer led back to the right way—one 
who has fallen raised up—one soul saved— 
‘ho would not gladly co-operate in such a 
vork, and cheertully bestow his mite in its 
behalf ?9 

The Rev. Mr. Ward, from Serampore, 
Speaking of the moral degradation of In- 
“la, remarked, *¢ The inhabitants profess to 
‘orship 330 millions of deities ; and some 
of these deities, which are actually wor- 
“ipped, are personifications of sins them- 
selves, Idol worship is practised in every 
“™, with allits most disgusting features ; 
‘sd cannot surely be contemplated by a 
- stan without producing shame, on re- 
“cling that he is connected with creatures 
"0 are So debased, 
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‘‘ From the exertions of the head of the 
government in tbat country, and the gene- 
ral exertion of our countrymen, we may 
hope to witness an improvement in the 
situation of femalesin India. Their present 
degraded situation is a consideration that 
will go to the heart of every one here pre- 
sent. Scarcely any of them can read or 
write. In consequence of this state of ig- 
norance, we see the female character there 
remarkable only for superstition and vice. 
We see mothers, especially in one tribe, 
murdering their female children; and, I 
am sorry to inform this meeting, that all 
the efforts which have been made to sup- 
press infanticide in that country, have been 
attended with but little success, Some 
females there, actuated by superstition, 
submit to be burned alive on the funeral! 
piles of their husbands. It has, indeed, 
been said, and I wish we had proofs that it 
had been said truly, that this custom is on 
the decline in India: I fear itis rather on 
the increase. Inthe year 1815 the number 
of females burned, or buried alive, under 
the Bengal presidency, amounted to between 
4 and 500; in 1816 to between 6 and 700 ; 
and, in 1817, 706 females suffered in this 
manner in that presidency. Now, my lord, 
with these facts before us, need we any 
farther proofs of the want of Christianity in 
India?”—Mr. Ward presented copies of 
the following versions, prepared and print- 
ed at Serampore: 1. ‘I'he Pushtoo; 2. the 
Mahratta; 3 the Bengalee; 4. the Punja- 
bee; 5.the Telinga; 6.the Kunkuna; 7 
the Sangskrit ; 8. the Hindee; 9. the Chi 
nese; and 10, the Orissa. 


Dr. Adam Clarke introduced to the 
meeting the two Ceylonese priests, of whom 
we gave an account in our number for 
April 1819, p. 265. These young men had 
been brought upin the temple of Vislinu from 
the time they were five years of age. About 
three years ago a translation of the Buble 
fell into their hands, and their faith in the 
worship of Vishnu was immediately shaken, 
They happen to be of the class, or caste of 
of fishermen in Ceylon, and were particu- 
larly struck with that part of the Scripture 
in which our Saviour tells the sons of Zebe- 
dee to follow him, and he would make 
them fishers of men. They became cu- 
rious to see the people who had the means 
of sending throughout the world the glo- 
rious truths ofthe Gospel. They applied 
tothe then governor, who was about to re 
turn to England, to be allowed a passage in 
the same vessel, but were refused. So 
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great, however, was their desire to visit 
England, that they actually took a boat, 
followed the vessel to sea, and were taken 
on board whilst she was under way. ‘The 
Governor having put their sincerity to suffi- 
cient proof, treated them with the utmost 
kindness; and on their arrival in England, 
Ihr. Clarke took them into his house, gave 
them every instruction in his power, and 
eventually admitted them into the bosom 
of the church by Christian baptism ; and he 
had now the pleasure of presenting them as 
the first-fruits of the British and Foreign 
ible Suciety in the Island of Ceylon. 


Lord Calthorpe, on moving thanks to the 
royal dukes, &c. said: ** Another subject of 
peculiar satisfaction to me, is, to see this 
institution supported by so large a number 
of the members of that ilustrious family 
which is placed at the head of these realms, 
and which has upon us such large and such 
increasing claims of veneration and of af- 
fection. {tis, my lord, the glory of a free 
people, that loyalty and respect to rank is 
nota slavish buta voluntary feeling; and we 
cannot but rejoice that they are preferring 
such claims to our high and increased af- 
fection,” 


The Bishop of Gloucester,.—* It has been 
seen, in a variety of circumstances during 
the past year, and, I think, can be denied 
by no one, that the testimony of the ene- 
mies of religion in their conduct has proved 
the truth of its doctrines, while they have 
been defended by every resister of faction, 
and every decided friend of the laws of his 
ecuntry., Well then, my lord, may we, 
amidst whatever trials we may meet with, 
eallto mind this reflection and be comfort- 
ed. Put, my lord, there are grounds not 
only for negative but for positive praise to 
this institution, Bible associations have 
heen found effectual means of converting a 
large community of several thousand per- 
suns, once Murmuring and disaflected, into 
a body of quiet, peaceable, industrious me- 
chanics. Five years ago we saw the ex- 
tensive community alluded to ina state of 
remarkable tumult and disorder, though 
they were in no greater distress than they 
were last year; but its streets are not now 
erowded with its idle and disaffected in- 
habitants. A Bible Association bad becn 
formed there: the time of trial came; the 
loom failed to produce more than a scanty 
subsistence, less and less every day: what 
was the consequence ? Cheerful submission 





to the will of God, and a desire to laboy; 
in any way, and their walls and cottages 
echoed with these words, ‘ Be patient, he 
quiet, be obedient to your superiors, bette, 
times willcome.’ Suchi has been the resy|, 
of what, I believe, has been considered the 
most doubtful feature of our Society—, 
feature that must give pleasure to evepy 
heart that can understand and feel for ti. 
honcur of his country. Surely then, my 
lord, we have in this a demonstrated adyap. 
tage of incalculable utility in our society, an 
advantage which itis impossible fully ty 
appreciate.” 


W. Wilberforce, Esq.—* Orie new.con. 
sideration suggested itself to my mind at 
the time the Report was reading, Tie 
consideration I allude to (and which has 
some feelings associated with it not alto. 
gether so gratifying) is the sort of support 
which the Society has received in foreign 
countries as well as ourown. In foreign 
countries, from the nature of their govern. 
ment, the state of their society, the consti. 
tution of their country, and the habits of 
their minds, it would have been impossible 
for this Society to have made the progress 
it has done, had it not received the sup. 
port of their princes, and magistrates, and 
ecclesiastics: while in this country, we cap- 
not but own, we have been more indebted 
to that powerful body, the middle class oi 
our fellow-subjects, wherein dwell all the 
strength and energy which render it s» 
valuable in the British Constitution, In 
this I cannot but see the finger of God. 
Again, if we consider the time when this 
society was founded, we shiajl find scarcely 
less reason for admiration and gratitude : 
when we look at its nature, it appears, al 
first view, astonishing, that it should have 
been left to us to form such a society. But 
at the period when we became possessed 0! 
that vast empire in the East, by what means 


could its inhabitants have received tle” 


Word of God, but through some Christian 
power, which, while it had a desire to dil 
fuse light and knowledge in that count, 
should be able, by the power of its arms, ‘° 
add the influence of its character for wis: 
dom and prudence; more especially as maul 
had then become wise enough to know, that | 
it was not by force that the subjects ° 
our authority were to become enlightene’, 
but by being taught to look up to theig 
rulers with gratitude for the blessings 
they conferred? I am here alluding, "J 
lord, to different topics; but in every 
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one of them we may see some proof of 
the goodness of God, and some pledge 
of his future favour. Another remark, 
suggested by the volumes before me and 
their able presenter, leads me to notice a 
fyrther signal proof of the finger of God, 
and the goodness of Providence ; that, at 
the time when this country became pos- 
sessed of these vast oriental possessions, 
and the Bible Society was formed, at that 
time men were raised up who, though some 
of them had occupied obscure situations, 
were endowed withthe most extraordina- 
rv talents, and, still more, with a disposi- 
tion to employ these talents in this great 
and good cause. At that time, I say, such 
men as Carey, and Marshman, and Ward 
were raised up, the last of whom was re- 
strained by his modesty from mentioning 
what would have flashed conviction on all 
our minds, that these great and good men 
were not actuated by any unworthy or im- 
proper motives for their conduct : that, in. 
stead of laying by all which they earn for 
that period when their strength shall fail, 
they each of them gave those 1500 pounds 
a year which they acquire by the labours 
of their press, and carry itto the temple 
to be consecrated to the service of God.’ 


R. Grant, Esq.— I cannot help calling 
the attention of the meeting to a circum. 
stance related by a worthy coadjutor of 
this Society, the Rev. Mr. Jowett, who, in 
describing the result of a visit which he 
had made to the coasts of the Mediterra- 
nean, and particularly those of Egypt and 
Asia Minor, and, inexpressing the feel- 
ings which crowded upon his mind, ob- 
serves, that the opportunities which Athens 
nossesses for works of Christian philanthro- 
py, by the numbers of its visitors are very 
great, and that Athens is therefore a city 
with which the Bible Society ought to be 
associated, And now what must have been 
iis feelings when in the last vear a Bible 
Society, in connexion with your parent so- 
ciety, has been formed, is now in existence, 
ad in actual operation? I cannot de- 
scribe the emotions with which I heard 
this remarkable circumstance. Having 
been excluded from Rome, you mace your 
stand in what was in fact the capital of an- 
cent Greece. That city may egain entille 
lerselfto the appellation of the eye of 
Greece. It was, as your lordship knows, 
‘le exertions of the, inhabifants of that city 
which gave us the fables of Homer; and 
fame bas immortalized the researches ef 
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those who first brought forth those immor- 
tal works, and gave them without gloss, 
note, or comment, Buta higher boon is 
reserved for the same city; and it will 
now, we trust, give to the world works 
coming from a Higher Hand, and far more 
interesting to the human race; which in- 
spire all the hope of man, and impart all 
the happiness of another world. For one 
moment I will allude to a suggestion of my 
hononrable friend, that all the success 
of this Society is to be attributed to that 
noble and sublime principle on which it 
proceeds, You have gained conquests un- 
known to former conquerors: but what 
have been your arms? They have been 
new indeed. You recollect when one of 
the ancient warriors sent his sword to one 
who returned it as not being invincible. ‘I 
sent you my sword,’ said the warrior, * but 
net the arm which wielded it:’ but 1 men- 
tion this, because it really suggests a noble 
contrast : itis not the arm, but the sword 
with you; it is not the vigour of your thrust, 
but the excellence of your metal. I would 
not Getract from your merits : your com- 
mittee at home, and agents abroad are be- 
yond the praise of man ; but, if vour efforts 
had been directed in any other manner, and 
not to the distribution of the Scriptures, 
without note or comment, very different 
eflects would have followed. Your power 
is nothing but the irresistible might of 
weakness ; your courage nothing but pa- 
tient continuance in well doing : your in. 
vasions visits of Mercy ; your crv of battle, 
Peace on earth, and good will towards 
men.” 


Lord Gambier adverted to a very flour- 
ishing Female Auxiliary Bible Society, in 
the Island of Jersey, formed under the pat- 
ronage, and in a great measure by the exer- 
tions, of Admiral Sir James Saumerez 
and his lordship added, that a penny asso- 
ciation, in connexion with it, bad, within 
the last year, contributed the sum of 100/. 


FOR PROMOTING CHRIS 
TIAN KNOWLEDGE. 


SOCIETY 


Communications have been received from 
the Bishop of Calcutta, on the state and 
prospects oi the Socrety’s East-India Mis- 
sion, Huis lordship is of opinion, that not 
fewer than seven effective European mis- 
sionaries are required for the due discharge 
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that the Society should therefore have not 
less than eight missionaries in its service, 
that the supernumerary may be ready to 
render occasional assistance, wherever 
wanted. The Bishop adverts, also, to the 
inadequate amount of the salaries hitherto 
paid to the Society’s missionaries ; who, in 
consequence of the increase of the East In- 
dia Company’s chaplains, have lost various 
pecuniary advantages which they were ac- 
customed to receive from Europeans in re- 
turn for ministerial services. In conse- 
quence of this communication, it has been 
resolved to increase the salaries of the 
missionaries now in India ; and to raise the 
number of missionaries, who are at present 
only five, in the proportion recommended 
by his lordship, as soon as fit persons can 
be procured for that purpose. 


In our number for January we stated the 
appointment of a committee for providing 
tracts to counteract blaspliemous and infi- 
del publications. In pursuance of this ob- 
ject, the Society, in addition to its office 
at No. 21, Fleet street, for the sale of its 
publications, and,more particularly, of such 
tracts as the committee shall adopt for the 
present purpose, has furnished upwards of 
fifty booksellers, in London and its vicinity, 
with books and tracts, as agents of the So- 
ciety. A correspondence has also been 
entered into with the diocesan and district 
committees of the Society, soliciting their 
co-operation. This cali has been attended 
to with zeal and promptitude ; and the dis- 
trict committees of Birmingham, Chester, 
ang many other places, have taken effec- 
tive measures to awaken the attention of 
their respective neighbourhoods to the 
claims of the present times ou their exer- 
tions and liberality, and to give an exten. 
sive circulation to the Society’s tracts 
throughout their respective districts. 


Thirty-four new tracts, adapted to the 
exigencies of the present times, have been 
mublished ; and, of those and the other pub- 
tications of the Society, upwards of 400,000 
have been issned in the last three mouths, 
More than 5000/, have been subscribed in 
aid of this object ; besides the collections 
made by the diocesan and district commit. 
tees, to defray the expense of circulating 
tracts in their respective neighbourhoods, 


The special committee have made par- 
‘icular inquiries respecting the extent to 
which the late diffusion of infidel! principles 
nas prevailed ; and bave been highly grati- 
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fied to find that a large portion of the king. 
dom may be considered as free from ot 
infection. The manufacturing districts in 
the north of England and in the western 
parts of Scotland, present, as might be ex. 
pected, avery different aspect. Zealoys 
and persevering efforts are indispensable 
in order to check, and, with the blessing 
of God, to suppress, in those quarters, the 
growing spirit of irreligion. 


SOCTETY FOR THE IMPROVEMENT orf 
PRISON DISCIPLINE, AND FOR THE 
REFORMATION OF JUVENILE opr. 
FENDERS. 


At a general meeting of the subscribers 
and friends to this Society, held at Free. 
masons’-hall on ‘Tuesday, May 23, his roy. 
al highness the Duke of Gloucester, K, 6. 
patron, in the chair; several resolutions 
were unanimously agreed to, the heads of 
which will put our readers in possession of 
the principles and proceedings of this most 
useful national institution. 


It was moved by the Marquis of Lans- 
downe, and seconded by Lord Auckland : 


‘¢ That it appears by returns which have 
recently been laid before Parliament, that 
of five hundred and nineteen gaols and 
houses of correction in the united Kingdom, 
and to which, in the year 1818, upwards 
of one hundred and seven thousand persons 
were committed, twenty-three only ofthese 
prisons are divided, as required by law, for 
the classification of offenders; fifiy-nine 
have no division whatever to separate male 
from female prisoners ; one hundred and 
thirty-six have merely one Civision; ant 
that in seventy-three prisons only has em- 
ployment of any description been introduc- 
ed :—That this meeting feels deeply im- 
pressed with the conviction, that the de- 
fective construction and discipline of many 
of the gaols and houses of correction are 
productive of much crime and misery; that, 
as the great end of all punishment is the 
prevention of crime, this object is best at- 
tainable by measures which, while they 
operate to deter, are calculated to reform, 
the offender ; that experience has satis- 
factorily demonstrated the beneficial e!- 
fects of salutary arrangements in prison 
discipline, by which humane treatment, 
constant inspection, mora! and religious 
instruction, judicious classification, and 
well regulated fabour, seldom fail, under 
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guilty, and soften the most obdurate ; that 
the general adoption of an improved and 
enlightened system, in the construction and 
management of public prisons, would very 
esseutially contribute to the diminution of 
crime, and the welfare of the community ; 
and that this Meeting is therefore strongly 
convinced of the necessity of continuing tts 
exertions in the collection and diffusion of 
useful information, the suggestion of bene- 
fcial regulations, the circulation of tracts, 
the preparation of plans for the erection of 
new, and for the alteration of old prisons, 
and in otherwise accelerating the adoption 
of improvements in prison discipiine.” 


It was moved by W. Wilberforce, Esq. 
M. P., and seconded by the Right Hon. 
William Sturges Bourne, M. P.: 


“That this “Meeting laments to observe 
the continued increase of youthtul criminals 
in the metropolis and its vicinity, to an ex- 
tent most deeply affecting the public secu- 
rity: That by a persenal inquiry which this 
Society has made into the cases of two 
thousand juvenile depredators, there is rea- 
son to believe, that in the cities of London 
and Westminster, and the borough of 
Southwark, there are upwards of eight 
thousand boys who derive subsistence by 
the daily perpetration of offences: That, al- 
though some of the circumstances which 
operate as incitements to juvenile delin 
quency are difficult of removal, yet there is 
one cause which admits of specific remedy, 
and the effects of which are deeply inju- 
rious—the defective discipline of the gaols : 
That, crowded as these prisons are with 
felons, of every degree in guilt, the youth 
committed on suspicion only, or convicted 
ofhis first offence, is necessarily compel. 
led to mix with characters the most attro- 
‘lous, among whom, if innocent, he must 
s00n be corrupted, and, if guilty, hardened 
imguity: That this Meeting is therefore 
decidedly of opinion, that no means for the 
“iminution of juvenile delinquency will be 
80 efficacious as the erection of a prison for 
Youthful offenders in the metropolis, to be 
conducted »n an enlightened system of dis- 
Cipline ; a measure which this Meeting is 
‘lappy to observe has received the sanction 
ind recommendation of the Gaol Commit- 
ee of the House of Lords.” 


It was moved by Earl Grosvenor, and se- 
FE by Stephen Lushington, Esq. M.1’. 


“ade 
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‘* That it has been ascertained by this 
Society, that a great proportion of the ju- 
venile depredators mm the metropolis are 
the victims of parental neglect, entirely 
destitute of moral and religious instruction, 
and very frequently without any means of 
procuring an honest subsistence: under 
such circumstances the temptation to plun- 
der becomes almost irresistible, and it is the 
duty as weil as the interest of the commu- 
nity to diminish that temptation by every 
practicable precaution, and to reclarm those 
who have deviated from the paths of hones- 
ty: That this Society has therefore adopt- 
ed arrangements for the relief of destitute 
boys, desirous of abandoning their vicious 
habits, but who, without such assistance, 
must have recurred to dishonest practices 
for support: That the success of the So- 
ciety, in reforming a considerable number 
of youthful criminals, bas been highly sa- 
tisfactory ; but it is greatly to be regretted 
that the low state of its finances has oblig- 
ed the Committee to reject the earnest peti- 
tions of many who have had the strongest 
claims for assistance.” 


It was moved by Sir Thomas Baring, 
Bart.. M P, and seconded by William 
Allien, Esq. : 


“ That this Meeting learns with much 
pleasure the exertions of the Dublin Asso- 
ciation for the [Improvement of Prisons and 
Prison Discipline, whose valuable labours 
have essentially contributed to excite inqui- 
ry, and otherwise promote improverents 
in that part of the United Kingdom: nor 
can this Meeting withhold the expression of 
its sincere delight, that the philanthropic 
interest which happily prevai!s on this im- 
portant subject throughout the kingdom, 
has extended to foreign countries: that a 
Society has been established in Russia, un- 
der the immediate patronage of the Empe- 
ror, for the improvement of Public Prisons, 
auxilaries in connexion with which are 
forming in the principal towns of that vast 
empire : that in France, the Royal Society 


for the Amelioration of Prisons, of which 


the king has-been pleased to declare him- 
self protector, is in active operation; that 
in ‘Prussia and Sweden a strong disposition 
has been shewn to prosecute this benevo- 
lent work; and that prospects of a most 
encouraging nature have lately opened, 
which afford the Society a well-grounded 
hope that the period is at hand when hu- 
mane and enlightened principles of disci- 
31 
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pline will be carried into practical operation 
throughout the prisons of every European 
State.”? 


It was moved by the Hon. Henry Grey 
Bennet, M P., and seconded by Joseph J. 
Gurney, Esq. : 


* That this Meeting begs respectfully to 
express its grateful acknowledgments to 
those Magistrates, and other friends to the 
improvement of Prison Discipline through- 
out the kingdom, whose co-operation has 
materially facilitated the objects of the So- 
ciety, and upon whose continued exertions 
the success of any plan for this purpose 
must essentially depend.” 


It was moved by Lord Belgrave, and 
seconded by the Hon. and Rev. G. Noel: 


‘¢ That it is impossible, on the present 
occasion, to omit the declaration of the 
high sense which this Meeting entertains 
of the unwearied and benevolent exertions 
of the Ladies? Committees visiting New- 
gate and the Borough Compter, who, under 
circumstances the most disadvantageous, 
have strikingly exhibited to the world the 
powerful efficacy of religious instruction, 
kindness of treatment, and judicious disci- 
pline, in reclaiming the most depraved ; and 
this Meeting earnestly recommend their 
example to ladies inhabiting the other po- 
pulous cities, as calculated to produce the 
most beneficial effects upon the moral im- 
provement of prisoners.” 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Our readers will recollect the resolution 
of the Committe, placing the sum of five 
thousand pounds at the disposal of the 
Bishop of Calcutta, for the establishment 
of the Mission College projected by his 
lordship. The following correspondence 
on the subject is so honourable to all par- 
ties, that we feel much pleasure in laying it 
before our realers. Weearnestly pray for 
the blessing of God on his lordship’s well- 
planned and benevolent efforts for extend- 
ing the light of Christianity among the Ma- 
homedan and Pagan residents in his exten. 
sive diocese; and we trust that all who 
have this greai object in view, and espe. 
cially the members of the same church, 
may ever preserve that Christian unity of 
spirit which is pre-eminently calcutated to 
recommend our holy religion to the attention 
of the natives. 


Letter from the Secretary to the Bishop of 
Calcutta. 

‘Church Missionary House, Salisbury- 

square, London, July 17, 1819. 

“ My Lord,—l bave the honour to for- 





ward to your lordship, a copy of a Resoly. 
tion of the Committee of the ‘ Church Mis. 
sionary Society for Africa and the East 
passed on the J2th instant ; and cannot but 
express my earnest hope, that it may please 
God to grant his blessing to your lordship’, 
plan, and fulfil your utmost wishes for the 
benefit of India. 


“I have the honour to remain, my lord, 

your lordship’s very obedient servant, 
Jos1aH Prart, 

Secretary, Church Miss. Soc,” 


Letter frem the Calcutta Corresponding 
Committee to the Bishop of Calcutta, ° 
‘Calcutta, Dec. 27, 1819, 


*¢ My lord—We have the honour to in. 
close a letter, addressed to your lordship, 
which was brought out by the Rochester 
in a parcel from the Rev. Mr. Pratt, Secre. 
tary of the Church Missionary Society. 


‘‘ We have received instructions, in for- 
warding this letter, to express the Society’s 
respectful acknowledgments of the enlarg- 
ed views so eminently displayed in your 
lordship’s plans for promoting the conver. 
sion of the native population of India, as 
detailed in your letter to the Secretary of 
the Society for propagating the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts; and to say, that they re- 
quest your lordship will be pleased to ac- 
cept five thousand pounds, in aid of the 
projected Mission College. It is their de- 
sire that this sum be placed at your lord- 
ship’s entire disposal, at such times and in 
such manner as you may direct ; and we are 
accordingly prepared to fulfil their wishes, 
whenever we may be honoured with your 
lordship’s intructions. 


‘It cannot be necessary to add the ex- 
pression of our high satisfaction, in being 
the organ of such a communication, Our 
own feelings are entirely in unison with 
those of the Society for whom we have the 
honour to act; and we cordially rejoice in 
the Christian liberality with which your 
lardship’s grand missionary measures have 
been encouraged, 


“We have the honour to be, my lord, 
your lordship’s most obedient and 
faiihfal servants, 

“G. Udny, J. W Sherer, Dan. Corrie, 
J. Parson, T. Robertson, T. Thoma: 
gon.”? 


he 


Leply of the Bishop of Calcutta to the 
Corresponding Committee. 

“ Chouringhee, Dec. 27, 181°. 

‘“ Gentlemen—I have the honour to 4 
knowiedge the receipt of your letter of his 
day’s date, inclosing an official communica: 
tion from the Rev, Josiah Pratt, Secrets!) 





os 42 =| —+ «se me ob aiss 


—, 


tl 
ul 
yl 


m 
vi 
he 
pr 


wi 
ger 
rea 
fun 
Sec 
tha 
tior 
sua 
he 
stat 
pou 
bey 
abor 
this 
he 
frier 
In t} 
asso 
one 


dred 


PRA 








1820. | 


ef the Church Missionary Society, of the 
17th July last ; from which it appears, that 
the Society approve the plan for a Mission 
College lately recommended by me to the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts: and have moreover been 
pleased to mark their approbation by a 
vote of five thousand pounds, in further- 
ance of the design, to be placed, as you in- 
form me, at my entire disposal. 


«jt can hardly be necessary to assure 
vou, that I have derived the highest grati- 
fication from this intelligence. I thankful- 
ly accept, and will, with the Divine bless- 
ing on my endeavours and purposes, faith- 
fully apply, this munificent donation. 


“At the same time I rejoice to learn, 
that your own sentiments are so strictly in 
unison with those of the Society for which 
you act; and I thank you for the expres- 
sion of your satisfaction in the encourage- 
ment afforded to measures, of which Pro- 
vidence has vouchsafed to make me the 
humble instrument, and which I fervently 
pray may redound to the glory of God upon 
earth. 


“Thave the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
With much regard and respect, 
Your very faithful servant, 
‘T. F. Caucurta.” 


The Report of the Society when printed 
will give us an opportunity of detailing its 
general progress. In the mean time, our 
readers will be gratified to find that its 
funds have considerably increased. The 
Secretary reported at the annual meeting, 
that notwithstanding the liberal contribu- 
tions collected for another Society, in pur- 
suance of the King’s Letter, and in which 
he most cordially rejoiced, he was able to 
state an advance of above two thousand 
pounds, for the Church Missionary Society, 
beyond the preceding year; that being 
about twenty-eight thousand pounds, and 
this thirty thousand pounds. This advance 
he attributed to a forcible appeal to its 
friends, both from the pulpit and in private. 
In the course of the past year, several new 
associations had been formed, particularly 
one at Chester, from which eighteen hun- 
dred pounds had been received. 


PRAYER BOOK AND HOMILY SOCIETY. 


After a sermon by the Rev. J. Scott, M. 
\. of Hull, preached at Christ Church, 
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Newgate Street, the annual meeting of the 
ubove Society was held at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, in the Strand, on Thurs 
day, the 4th May; the Right Hon. Lord 
Gambier in the chair. 


The Report of the Committee for the las 
year was read: the substance of which was, 
that during that period 9,731 Homilyt 
Tracts translated into foreign languages 
had been distributed abroad, or among mer- 
chant vessels which had come to this coun- 
try; that the first three homilies had been 
printed in Welch, and also translated into 
Manks ; that Sunday schools, barracks, 
coasting and other vessels, had from time 
to time been supplied with Prayer-books, 
Psalters, and Homilies; and that 125 
Prayer books, 200 enlarged Psalters, and 
3,700 Homily Tracts, had been granted to 
the settlers going to the Cape of Good 
Hope. During the last year the Society 
had completed editions of the Common 
Prayer in the Welch language, as also in 
the Irish tongue and character; both of 
which had been highly approved, and most 
thankfully acknowledged, by persons who 
feel an interest in the welfare of those coun- 
tries. 


The next point of importance related to 
versions of the Common Prayer in the Ta- 
mul and Malayalim languages, for the bene- 
fit of the Syrian Christians of Travancore ; 
upon which subject, communications from 
Vepery and Madras had been received by 
the Committee. The Report stated, that 
the Society had contributed towards de- 
fraying the very large expense which must 
be incurred by publishing editions of each 
of these translations, and expressed the 
great regret of the Committee that thev 
had been abie to do so little. 


The total issue of bound books—that is, 
Prayer-books, Psalters, and Homilies, dur- 
ing the year—had been 11,581; and that of 
Homilies, the Articles of Religion, and the 
Ordination Service, as tracts, 34,714, 


The Committee concluded by stating, 
that though many difficulties were to be 
encountered, yet finding, as they constant- 
ly have done, very strong encouragements 
in the nature of the work itself, in the fixed 
character and objects of the institution, in an. 
expected supplies raised up in times of diff! 
culty, in the very pleasing communications 
received from cerrespondents, andthe sm- 
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rit of brotherly love which they meet with 
(allusion was here particularly made to 
similar Institutions in America, and letters 
were read from that quarter,)—they were 
not only contented, but most anxious to 
proceed with their exertions. 


CHINA. 


From an imperial edict against Chris- 
tianity, issued in the year 1805, it is mani 
fest that the Roman Catholic Misssions 
maintain their footing in China under cir- 
cumstances of pecular difficulty and of 
imminent peril. A Missionary at Macao 
has lately transmitted the following details 
respecting the persecuitons which the 
Christians have, at present, to encounter 
in that country :—Every European priest, 
whom they discover, is arrested, and put to 
death on the spot. The same fate is re- 
served for the Chinese Christian priests. 
‘Lhe other Christians, when they will not 
apostatize, suffer the most dreadful tor- 
ments, and are afterwards banished into 
‘Lartary. 


There were inthe prisons of the province 
of Sutchen alove,two hundred Christians, 
who wait the moment of exile. A Chinese 
priest bas been strangled, and two others 
were about to die in a similiar manner. 


In the whole empire, adds the writer of 
the above communication, there are but ten 
missionaries; five of whom are at Pekin, 
who can have no connexion with the inhabi- 
tants but in secret. The emperor has de- 
clared that he will have no more painters, 
wa'ch-makers, nor even mathematicians, 
The Bishup of Pekin has attempted in vain 
to introduce himself under that title. The 
only means whicli remain to the Missiona- 
ries to penetrate into the country, are to 
rain the couriers which go from Macao to 
Pekin; but ifthething ts discovered, the 
missionary and the courier are put to death 
on ilie spot. 


In spite of all thesepersecutions, the Ro- 
man Catholic religion, itis added, is ex- 


four have been assisted in affiiction. 


adds, that the Society’s tract, entitled, 
“ Frendly Hints te Female Servants.” and 
another called ** Maxims of Prudence,” are 
mic! in request among servants, and that 
20.000 of them have been printed, 18,10 
of which are now probally tn the hands of 
as many servants, Since the commence- 
ment of the institution, 987 rewards have 
been bestowed, and the names of 430 fe. 
males are on the books at the Registry, 
who will, by remaining in their places, be. 
come entitled to the progressive and accu- 
mulating rewards of the Society. The 
Rev. Dan. Wilson stated at the annual 
meeting, from an instance that had lately 
occurred, some of the mischiefs which 
young women bring upon themselves by 
leaving services in the country for places in 
London, by which numbers fall into vice 
The great valne of 
good servants, in forming the minds of 
children to habits of honour and truth, rath- 
er than of connivance and falsehood, was 
paticularly adverted to, as rendering the 
moral improvement of servants highly im- 
The Report also men- 
tions the cruelty and impolicy of dismiss- 
ing servants suddenly, and the injury of 


and wretchedness. 


portant to families. 


withholding the usual recommendations 


as to character, for mere venial offences, as 


tending to occasion an increase of vice, 
and often sending a female, with all the 
feelings of an injured person, into the very 
haunts of vice and dishonesty. 


SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF 
THE GOSPEL. 


We stated, in our Number for March, 
that this Society is about to take charge of 
the Christian instruction of the Slaves at 
Cape Town, South Africa, 


[ June, 


appropriate tracts have been given to ser. 
vants at the Registry ; 88 servants have re. 
ceived Bibles on completing their first 
year’s services, 151 have been rewarded 
with the sum of 281/. 188; four have re. 
ceived gratuities on their marriage, and 


> 


tending itself. For fifty years there were 
reckoned, in the province of Sutchen, but 
five thousand or six thousand Christians: 
they are now, it is said, sixty thousand. 


SOCIETY FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT 
OF FEMALE SERVANTS. 


The last Report of the Society states, 
‘hat, during the past year, many thousand 





That these Slaves have a strong claim 
on this country, will be manifest from the 
following view of theie condition :—Great 
numbers of free Malays, who are al! Ma- 
homedans, have long resided in Cape Town. 
They have, at present, not less than twelve 
priests; who are zealous in making con- 
verts. The degradations to which Slaves 
were formerly subject, rendered numbers 
of them a prey to these priests. Baptism 
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was, in those times, denied to Slaves 3 as, 
by the Dutch law, a Slave, when baptized, 
became free: nor were Slaves even per- 
mitied to be present at Christian worship. 


Many temporal motives are offered to in- 
duce the Slaves to become Mahomedans : 


the priesis promise them protection, and 
take care of them when in sickness or 
In return, the priests are liberally 


want 
maintained, and they exercise an unlimited 
sway over the minds of the Slaves; the 
oorest Of whom will contrive to save a 


trifle for them. 


There is another class of persons, nearly 
allied to the Slaves, who have a just claim 
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to our-regard. They have been liberated 
from the holds of vessels which were 
carrying them into bondage, and are dis- 
persed among the colonists: they are too 
generally considered and treated as Slaves ; 
and, associating as they do with them, they 
are equally exposed to the influence of the 
Mahomedan priests. 


We rejoice, therefore, that the care 
of these outcasts has been undertaken by 
the Society. It cannot engage in a more 
honourable work, than the providing of 
adequate Christian instruction for these 
dependents on the justice and charity of 
this country, 


| 


VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


FRANCE. 


Tue principal occurrences in France 
durng the month have been, the adop- 
tion of the new election law by the cham- 
ber of deputies; and certain tumultuous 
proceedings, for which the discussion of it 
furnished a pretext and exciiement. The 
nunber of deputies who voted in favour of 
the law were one hundred and fifty-two ; 
those avainst it, ninety-five ; leaving a ma- 
jority on the side of ministers of fifty-seven. 
Tie leading provisions are, that the King- 
dom shail be considered as divided into 
departments as at present; and that these 
depar‘ments shall be subdivided by a royal 
Commission, into sections, to be called 
arrondissements. ‘The chamber is to con- 
Sis! of four Hundred and thirty deputies, 
of whom one hundred and seventy-two 
are ty be elected by the colleges of depart- 
mets, and the remaining two hundred and 
iiy-eight, by the colleges of arrondisse- 
mens, Without going into the details, 
Which are not very intelligible on this side 
ofthe channel, it is calculated that the for- 
fer class of deputies will, generally speak- 
ig ,be under a strong aristocratic influence ; 
‘nd the latter, under that of popular feel- 
"Ss thus creating a tolerably fair repre- 
‘eitation of all classes of French subjects. 
‘he result, i: is supposed, will be greatly 
" favour of government, 


In consequence of the eager debates on 
his freat political measure, concurring 
Nbdtless with other Cuuses, several sedi- 
Us tumults have occurred in Paris, Brest, 
“2, and Lyons, which were not repres- 


sed without the loss of some lives. Tran. 
quillity appears to have been restored; but 
it is impossible not to see that much irri. 
tation prevails among the various parties in 
that long distracted country. Under these 
circumstances, we are giad to find, if we 
may credit the dying confession of Louvel, 
that he had no accomplice in his plan of 
assassinating the duke de Berry, but that 
it was a project of his own contriving and 
executing, soiely with a view to cut off the 
stock of the French royal family. He died 
an obdurate infidel. His line of reading: 
bad fluctuated between anti-Christian and 
revolutionary publications, and his prin- 
ciples were formed of this monstrous 
compound.—Sandt, who has also been ex- 
ecuted in Germany, died in the same 
spirit, persisting to the last in the avowa! 
of kindred sentiments. 


DOMESTIC. 


The arrival of the Queen, and the un- 
happy occurrences to which it has given 
rise, must be well known to all our read- 
ers. We shall therefore trespass on their 
attention only with the principal facts of 
the case, reserving to a future occasion the 
remarks which have suggested themselves 
on this deeply afflicting subject. 


The facts are concisely these :—Her 
Majesty having arrived at St. Omer’s, in 
her way to England, accompanied by Mr. 
Alderman Wood (who appears to have 
been chosen for her confidential adviser, ) 
was there met by Mr. Brougham, her 


attorney reneral, and bv tord Huortchineon. 
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who appears to have been charged with 
conveying to her certain propositions on 
the part of government. These were stat- 
ed by nim to be, that 50,0002 per annum 
should be settled on her for life, on con- 
dition that she should not assume the title 
of Queen of England, or any title attached 
to the royal family of England, and that 
she should noi reside tn, or even visit, this 
country ; and that the consequence of such 
a visit would be an immediate message to 
Parliament, with a view to a judicial ex- 
amination of her Majesty’s conduct during 
her r-sidence abroad. These propositions 
the Queen peremptorily rejected, and, 
within a few mimutes after the receipt of 
them, proceeded for Calais, and thence to 
London, escorted by the worthy Alder- 
man, without having communicated her in- 
tention to lord Hutchinson, or even to Mr. 
Brougham. Her Majesty fixed her abode 
for a few days in the house of Mr. Wood, 
whence she has removed to a private resi- 
dence, near Portman-square. 
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and public investigation of her conduct. 
She adverted, in particular, to the omission 
of her name in the Liturgy, the rejection 
of ber application for a royal residence, the 
slights which she had received from British 
ministers in foreign courts, and the slap. 
derous reports which had been circulated 
to her disadvantage, and which she anxious. 
ly desired an opportunity of disproving. 


In consequence of the opinion so clearly 
expressed by Parliament in favour of an 
amicable adjustment of the points at issue, 
a negotiation was opened, in which lord 
Liverpool referred to a memorandum de. 
livered by his lordship to Mr. Brougham, 
on the 15th April, and which contained 
the only terms the government had intend. 
ed to submit to the Queen. They differed 
in some respects from those which were 
communicated by lord Hutchinson at §¢. 
Omer’s, whose propositions therefore, to 
the extent of that difference, have been 
disowned by the government. The Queen 
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stated, that those terms were now made ‘ 
known to her for the first time; and the 
public is as yet uninformed of the reasons 
which induced Mr. Brougham to withheld 
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On the day of her arrival in London, a 
message was brought down to both houses 
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from the king, recommending to their 
immediate altention certain documents 
respecting her Majesty’s conduct since her 
departure from this kingdom. His majes- 
ty also expressed the anxiety which he had 
feli to avert the necessity of disclosures 
and discussions so painful, but that the 
step taken by the Queen of coming to 
England had Jeft him no alternative, and 
he confided in the wisdom of Parliament to 


them from her. Even these terms howev. 
er, though less objectionable than those 
propounded by lord Hutchinson, she de. 
clined as inconsistent with her honour aud 
dignity. To facilitate the negociation, it 
was mutually agreed to refer the ques- 
tion to negotiators apointed by the King 
and Queen; and the duke cf Welling- 
ton and lord Castlereagh were named 


adopt such a course of proceeding as the on the part of his majesty, and Mr. 

honour of the crown might require. In Brougham and Mr. Denman on behalt ( 
consequence of this address, motions were of the Queen. The arrangement was } 

made in both houses for the appointment agreed to be made on the principle ' 

of secret committees, to examine the docu- that the King should not be cailed to v 

ments laid before them, and to report upon retract any steps he had already taken, of I 
e. | them. The motion was carried in the the Queen to admit any thing that might Pp 
} if House of Lords; but the investigation was be prejudicial to her interests, in case the d 
4 suspended, because the House of Commons, negotiation should fail, and judicial pro. ft 
fA | onthe suggestion of Mr. Wilberforce, had ceedings be hereafter resorted to. Five 
3 o") adjourned the question of appointing a se- conferences took place, but without effect. : 
Fee cret committee, in the hope that the re~- The Queen’s law officers proposed as 4 in 
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She made no objection to residing abroad, 
but she demanded to be introduced as 

ueen of England to foreign courts, 
The king was willing to cause official noti- 
ficativn of her Majesty’s legal character to 
be made to the government of the state in 
which she might see fit to fix her residence, 
and to give orders that every attention 
should be paid to her Majesty’s comfort 
and convenience. But the insertion of her 
name in the Liturgy, and her official intro- 
duction to foreign courts generally, were 
considered inadmissible, because the first 
of these concessions would oblige the king 
to retract his former acts, which it was 
agreed as a preliminary point in the ne- 
gotiation should not be required, and 
which he saw no reason to do; and the 
second would give rise to much public 
inconvenience, her Majesty not being re- 
ceived at the British court. Here the 
conferences broke off. , 


To afford one more hope, if possible, of 
avoiding the painful and humiliating, and 
we may add polluting, investigation which 
now seemed to threaten the peace and mo- 
rals of the nation, Mr. Wilberforce, to 
whom the public are so deeply indebted 
throughout the whole of this business, 
followed up his benevolent interference 
by another mediatory motion, in the shape 
of resolutions to be presented to the Queen. 
These expressed regret at the failure of 
the attempt to effect an amicable adjust- 
ment of the royal differences ; and stated 
an opinion, that in listening to the earnest 
wish of the House to forbear pressing those 
points in which any material difference of 
opinion yet existed, her Majesty would not 
he understood to shrink from inquiry, but 
would only be deemed to afford a proof 
of her readiness to defer to the wishes of 
Parliament, by sparing the necessity of 
public discussions which could not but be 
distressing to her Majesty, derogatory 
from the dignity of the crown, and inju- 
rious to the best interests of the empire. 
This motion, after a most energetic and 
Protracted discussion, was carried by a 
Majority of three hundred and ninety.one 
to one hundred and twenty-four; thus 
shewing the deep anxiety of the House for 
an amicable arrangement. The Queen, 
however, has seen fit to decline acceding 
‘o the proposition of the House; saying, 
that she owed it to the king, herself, and 
ail her fellow subjects, not to consent to 
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sacrifice any of her essential privileges, or 
to withdraw her appeal for public justice. 


The day after the Queen’s answer was 
communicated to the House of Commons, 
she addressed a petition to the House of 
Lords, protesting against any secret in- 
quiry, and challenging the most complete 
and open investigation of her conduct, 
provided only she had time allowed her to 
collect from abroad the evidence necessary 
to her defence ; requiring also to be heard 
by counsel in support of her petition —The 
House of Lords agreed to this last prayer, 
and her counsel were accordingly heard at 
the bar’ The result, however, has been, 
that the House of Lords have resolved on 
proceeding in the course originally pro- 
posed, of submitting the matter first to a 
secret committee, and waiting the report 
of that committee before any ulterior 
measures are taken. In the House of 
Commons, the consideration of the whole 
subject has been deferred until the 6th of 
July, with a view to aford to the House of 
Lords an opportunity of maturing their 
plan of proceeding, that there may wot be 
two judicial investigations going forward 
at the same time. 


What will be the result of this unhappy 
and complicated affair it is impossible to 
foresee. We lament greatly that it should 
be made, in the mean time, an occasion not 
only of party violence, but of popular ef- 
fervescence ; and we earnestly recom- 
mend it to our readers, that as the merits 
of the case are likely to undergo a patient 
and impartial investigation before the 
highest tribunal in the land, they ought 
quietly and respectfully to wait its decision, 
and to discourage in all around them every 
disposition to make the present circum- 
stances of the royal family an occasion of 
increasing the popular disaffection, or di- 
minishing those sentiments of loyal attach- 
ment to the sovereign, which it is the boun- 
den duty of every Christian to cherish. 


We must pass over many other topics of 
grea! interest very lightly. The failure of 
a number of barks in the south of Ireland 
has created much distress in that country 
which, however, has been alleviated by the 
assistance of Government, and confidence 
begins to be restored.—Considerable alarm 
was excited for a few hours by the appoint. 
ment of a committee af the House of 
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who appears to have been charged with 
conveying to her certain propositions on 
the part of government. These were stat- 
ed by nim to be, that 50,000/. per annum 
should be settled on her for life, on con- 
dition that she should not assume the title 
of Queen of England, or any title attached 
to the royal family of England, and that 
she should noi reside in, or even visit, this 
country ; and that the consequence of such 
a visit would be an immediate message to 
Parlament, with a view to a judicial ex- 
amination of her Majesty’s conduct during 
her r-sidence abroad. These propositions 
the Queen peremptorily rejected, and, 
within a few minutes after the receipt of 
them, proceeded for Calais, and thence to 
London, escorted by the worthy Alder- 
man, without having communicated her in- 
tention to jord Hutchinson, or even to Mr. 
Brougham. Her Majesty fixed her abode 
for a few days in the house of Mr. Wood, 
whence she has removed to a private resi- 
dence, near Portman-square. 


On the day of her arrival in London, a 
message was brought down to both houses 
from the king, recommending to their 
immediate attention certain documents 
respecting her Majesty’s conduct since her 
departure from this kingdom. His majes- 
ty also expressed the anxiety which he had 
feli to avert the necessity of disclosures 
and discussions so painful, but that the 
step taken by the Queen of coming to 
England had left him no alternative, and 
he confided in the wisdom of Parliament to 
adopt such a course of proceeding as the 
honour of the crown might require, In 
consequence of this address, motions were 
made in both houses for the appointment 
of secret committees, to examine the docu- 
ments laid before them, and to report upon 
them. The motion was carried in the 
House of Lords; but the investigation was 
suspended, because the House of Commons, 
onthe suggestion of Mr. Wilberforce, had 
adjourned the question of appointing a se- 
cret committee, in the hope that the re- 
luctance thus shewn by Parliament to enter 
on the inguiry, might lead to an accommo- 
dation. Her Majesty, it should be added, 
had sent a message to the House of Com- 
mons, stating that she had been induced to 
return to England, in consequence of mea- 
sures having been pursued injurious to ber 
honour and peace, and demanding a full 
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and public investigation of her conduct. 
She adverted, in particular, to the omission 
of her name in the Liturgy, the rejection 
of her application for a royal residence, the 
slights which she had received from British 
ministers in foreign courts, and the slan- 
derous reports which had been circulated 
to her disadvantage, and which she anxious- 
ly desired an opportunity of disproving. 


In consequence of the opinion so clearly 
expressed by Parliament in favour of an 
amicable adjustment of the points at issue, 
a negotiation was opened, in which lord 
Liverpool referred to a memorandum de. 
livered by his lordship to Mr. Brougham, 
on the 15th April, and which contained 
the only terms the government had intend. 
ed to submit to the Queen. They differed 
in some respects from those which were 
communicated by lord Hutchinson at §¢. 
Omer’s, whose propositions therefore, to 
the extent of that difference, have been 
disowned by the government. The Queen 
stated, that those terms were now made 
known to her for the first time; and the 
public is as yet uninformed of the reasons 
which induced Mr. Brougham to withheld 
them from her. Even these terms howev. 
er, though less objectionable than those 
propounded by ford Hutchinson, she de. 
clined as inconsistent with her honour and 
dignity. To facilitate the negociation, it 
was mutually agreed to refer the ques- 
tion to negotiators apointed by the King 
and Queen; and the duke cf Welling- 
ton and lord Castlereagh were named 
on the part of his majesty, and Mr. 
Brougham and Mr. Denman on_ bebalt 
of the Queen. The arrangement was 
agreed to be made on the principle 
that the King should not be cailed to 
retract any steps he had already taken, or 
the Queen to admit any thing that might 
be prejudicial to her interests, in case the 
negotiation should fail, and judicial pro. 
ceedings be hereafter resorted to. Five 
conferences took place, but without effect. 
The Queen’s law officers proposed as 4 
necessary condition the insertion of her 
Majesty’s name in the Liturgy, or an 
equivalent, without mentioning what that 
equivalent should be, which should have 
the effect of protecting her Majesty's 
character against unfavourable = umpt: 
taicas, as if the concessions she 
mizht make were an admission of guilt 
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She made no objection to residing abroad, 
but she demanded to be introduced as 
Queen of England to foreign courts, 
Tie king was willing to cause official noti- 
ficativn of her Majesty’s legal character to 
be made to the government of the state in 
which she might see fit to fix her residence, 
and to give orders that every attention 
should be paid to her Majesty’s comfort 
and convenience. But the insertion of her 
name in the Liturgy, and her official intro- 
duction to foreign courts generally, were 
considered inadmissible, because the first 
of tuese concessions would oblige the king 
to retract his former acts, which it was 
agreed as a preliminary point in the ne- 
gotiation should not be required, and 
which he saw no reason to do; and the 
second would give rise to much public 
inconvenience, her Majesty not being re- 
ceived at the British court. Here the 
conferences broke off, 


To afford one more hope, if possible, of 
avoiding the painful and humiliating, and 
we may add polluting, investigation which 
now seemed to threaten the peace and mo- 
rals of the nation, Mr. Wilberforce, to 
whom the public are so deeply indebted 
throughout the whole of this business, 
tollowed up his benevolent interference 
by another mediatory motion, in the shape 
of resolutions to be presented to the Queen. 
‘These expressed regret at the failure of 
the attempt to effect an amicable adjust- 
ment of the royal differences ; and stated 
an opinion, that in listening to the earnest 
wish of the House to forbear pressing those 
points in which any material difference of 
opinion yet existed, her Majesty would not 
he understood to shrink from inquiry, but 
would only be deemed to afford a proof 
of her readiness to defer to the wishes of 
Parliament, by sparing the necessity of 
public discussions which could not but be 
distressing to her Majesty, derogatory 
from the dignity of the crown, and inju- 
rious to the est interests of the empire. 
This motion, after a most energetic and 
Protracted discussion, was carried by a 
Majority of three hundred and ninety. one 
‘o one hundred and twenty-four; thus 
shewing the deep anxiety of the House for 
an amicable arrangement. The Queen, 
wowever, has seen fit to decline acceding 
‘o the Proposition of the House; saying, 
‘hat she owed it to the king, herself, and 
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41 her fellow subjects, not to consent to 
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sacrifice any of her essential privileges, or 
to withdraw her appeal for public justice. 


The day after the Queen’s answer was 
communicated to the House of Commons, 
she addressed a petitivn to the House of 
Lords, protesting against any secret in- 
quiry, and challenging the most complete 
and open investigation of her conduct, 
provided only she had time allowed her to 
collect from abroad the evidence necessary 
to her defence ; requiring also to be heard 
by counsel in support of her petition —The 
House of Lords agreed to this last prayer, 
and her counsel were accordingly heard at 
the bar’ The result, however, has been, 
that the House of Lords have resolved on 
proceeding in the course originally pro- 
posed, of submitting the matter first to a 
secret committee, and waiting the report 

of that committee before any ulterior 

measures are taken. In the House of 
Commons, the consideration of the whole 
subject has been deferred until the 6th of 
July, with a view to aford to the House of 
Lords an opportunity of maturing their 
plan of proceeding, that there may vot be 
two judicial investigations going forward 
at the same time. 


What will be the result of this unhappy 
and complicated affair it is impossible to 
foresee. We lament greatly that it should 
be made, in the mean time, an occasion not 
only of party violence, but of popular ef- 
fervescence ; and we earnestly recom- 
mend it to our readers, that as the merits 
of the case are likely to undergo a patient 
and impartial investigation before the 
highest tribunal in the land, they ought 
quietly and respectfully to wait its decision, 
and to discourage in all around them every 
disposition to make the present circum- 
stances of the royal family an occasion of 
increasing the popular disaffection, or di- 
minishing those sentiments of Joyal attach~- 
ment to the sovereign, which it is the boun- 
den duty of every Christian to cherish. 


We must pass over many other topics of 
grea! interest very lightly, The failure of 
a number of barks in the south of Ireland 
has created much distress in that country 5 
which, however, has been alleviated by the 
assistance of Government, and confidence 
beyvins to be restored.—Cornsiderabie alarm 
was excited for a few hours by the appoint. 
ment of a committee af the House of 
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Commons to consider the embarrassments 
of the agricultural interest ; doubtless with 
a view to some increase of the rate to 
which corn must rise before importation is 
permitted, The agitation, however, soon 
subsided ; as on the succeeding day, by a 
vote of the house, the Committee was re- 
stricted in its deliberations to the single 
point of ascertaining the best mode of fix- 
ing the averages of the price of corn.—A 
slight discontent has been manifested by a 
few privates of the first battalion of the 
third regiment of Life Guards, in conse- 
quence of some c:rcumstances which have 
not been clearly explained to the public. 
An vestigation into the circumstances is 
now procecding. But, in the mean time 
we ure zssured from authority that the dis- 
eontet was very limited, and that the dis- 
position of the Guards generally is in the 


highest degree satisfactory. The appoint. 
ment of parliamentary committees to cop. 
sider the state of our commerce, after de. 
bates of great interest, and replete with 
information, has given very general satis. 
faction, and we trust may prove beneficial 
to the country.—But all these topics are 
overwhelmed for the present in the pend. 
ing discussions respecting the Queen; no; 
can we find room to say more oj the budget 
itself, than that the provision for the 
present year is 29,723,000/., of which 
23.722,000/. is for the public service, and 
the remainder for the reduction of the 
unfunded debt. To make up deficiences, 
there is to be a loan of 5,000,000/,, an is. 
sue of exchequer bills to the amount of 
7,000,000/, and a loan from the sinking 
fund of 12.000,000/.; making, with the 
ordinary sources of revenue, 30,000,000/, 


—— 


ECCLESIASTICAL PREFERMENTS. 


Rev. Mr. Clarke, Budston R. and V. 
Somerseishire, 

Kev. Samson Davies, B. A. of Clare- 
hall, Cambridge, Evington V. Leicester- 
gure. 

Rev. W. F. Mansel, B. A. of Trinity 
Callege, Cambridge, (Vicar of Sandhurst, 
Gl ucestershire) to the adjoining Vicarage 
of Astelworth. 

Rev Henry Freeland, B. A. of Emanuel 
College, Cambridge, Hasketon R Suffolk, 

Rev. Rebert Bathurst, M. A. Toftcrot 
R. Nortulk; also to Docking V. same 
county, 

Rev. Wm Hennel Black, to Perpetual 
Curacy oi Wormegay, Norfilk. 

Rev Wm. Robt Hay. M. A. Rector of 
Ackworth, Rocndaie V. vacant by the 
death of Dr. Diake 

Rev. Wm Clayton, B. A. Ryburgh 
Magna and Parva R Norfolk. 

Kev. Rd. Eaton, B. A. Elsing R. Nor- 
folk. 

Rev. John Dolphin, Wake Colne R. 
Y ork. 

Rev. Henry Baker Tristram, B. A. Bra- 
ham ¥V. York. 


———-- 


Rev. T F. F. Bowes, M. A. Barton in 
the Clay R. Bedfordshire. 

Rev. John Keate, D. D. to a prebend in 
St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 

Rev. G. Mettam, Arnesby V. Lincoln- 
shire. 

Rev. Dr. Sandiford, to the sinecure Rec. 
tory of Ashbury, Berks, vice Mordaunt ; 
an option of the late Abp. Moore. 

Rev. T. H. Ashhurst, L.L. D Yaver- 
land R. in the Isle of Wight. 


DISPENSATION, 


Rev. W. C. Cumming to hold the Rec- 
tory of St. Mary’s, Bedford, with the Vi- 
carage of Eaton B:ay, in the same county, 

Rev. Edward G. Meyrick, D. D. to 
hold the Kectory of Wonchfield, Hants, 
with the Vicarage of Ramsbury, Wilt- 
shire. 

Rev. H. Browa, to hold the Rectory of 
Aylestone, Leicestershire, with the Kec- 
tory of Hoby, in the same county. 

Rev. C. Chisholm, Rector of Eastwell, 
Kent, to hold the Vicarage of Preston 
next Faversham with Eastwell. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


i]; Puiro-sincervus; W.D ; Ataxovos; C. Cappe; Amicus; A. B; C.L.;B.R.; 


C.S.: Ixnpacator; F H.; and B. W.; 


are under consideration. 


We had inserted the Resolutions of the Society for Prison Discipline, before we receiv- 


ed the communication of the Committee. 


We therefore take this opportunity of 


stating, that Donations and Subscriptions will be received by Samuel Hoare, Jus. 


Fesq., 
surer, St. Helen’s Place; T 


shaman of the Committee, 62, Lombard-street; T F Forster, Esq T:ea- 
F. Buxton, 


Esq., M_ P. Spitalfields; William Allen, 


Esq Plough Court, Lombard-street; and by the fullowing Bankers: Barclay, Tritton, 
and Co. 54 Lombarcd-street; Doummond and Co. Charing Cross. Fry and Co. ot 
Mildred’s Court; Gosling and Co, Fle-t-street: Heare. Barnetts, and Co, Lombare 


street; and Sir John Lubbock, Bart. and Co, Mansion-house-street. 
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